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NEXT MEETING JULY 
17TH 7:00 AT THE 

QUALITY INN 
JAMESTOWN! 

CHEESEBURGERS & 
FRIES TO CELBRATE 
OR INCORPORATION. 

ALSO $20.00 
DRAWING TO TAKE 

PLACE. BRING YOUR 
CARS! 

 

LOOKING TOWARDS THE 
FUTURE 

 

Written by Skovy 

I’m happy to announce that Larry Kropp 
has finished our 501C incorporation 
paperwork. Our official name is now 
James Valley Street Machines, Inc. 
With the 501C designates us as a Non-
Profit organization and we now have 
rights to conduct fund raising and gaming 
items (raffles, poker tournaments, etc.) for 
fund raising. This is pretty exciting. 

The meeting this month will be at Quality 
Inn (Tapps Lounge) and to celebrate our 
incorporation we are going to supply 
cheeseburgers and fries for paid 
members attending the meeting. Who can 
miss a meeting like that? Outstanding! Of 
course there will be a drawing for the 
$20.00. Let’s bring our cars over there 
and fill the parking lot with cool collector 
cars for that evening. Come hungry! 

James Valley Street Machines have a 
new sign board out there. We are one of 
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the sponsors for the Buffalo City Karting 
club and our big sign is displayed 
proudly at the race track. As our 
organization grows you’ll see more signs 
and promotions out there. Also, you’ll 
see our logo on the Jamestown Drag 
Racing posters that are being distributed 
around town. We are sponsoring the 
quickest reaction times. Promotions of 
our organization are ongoing. 

 

I had to work on Saturday, but I did get a 
chance to bring one of my cars to 
McElroy Park and I have to say I was 
totally impressed with the car show the 
Jamestown Classic Car Club did this 
year. I understand there were over 100 
cars there. I realize the party was 
starting to wind down by the time I got 
there but it was still great. Camaraderie 
was outstanding! I can only hope the car 
show that our organization is having at 
Don Wilhelm Inc. on September 15 is 
going to be as successful. Kudos 
Jamestown Classic Car Club. 

I think it’s time we rethink our weekly 
“Cruise In”. Attendance is starting to fall 
off and maybe instead of meeting weekly 
we should look at meeting monthly or bi-
monthly. We’ll talk about this at the 
meeting on July 17

th
. 

At our June meeting Ken Meyer’s name 
was drawn for the $20.00 but was not in 

attendance. Sorry Ken, you have to be 
there to collect. 

Our dues are only $25.00. There is a 
drawing for all members each month at 
the meeting. The drawing is for $20.00. 
Each member gets his/her name put in a 
bucket every month whether you’re in 

attendance to the meeting or not. If you 
are at the monthly meeting another name 
card will be put in the bucket. At the end 
of the meeting we’ll draw a name. If you 
are in attendance you will receive $20.00. 
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BIRTHDAYS FOR THE 
MONTH OF MAY 

 
Scott Anderson  07/02 
Tom Hansted  07/09 
Cindy Holzkamm  07/21  
Kenny Meyer  07/10 
Janet White  07/17 
Sandy Wilhelm  07/01 
 
 
Miss your birthday? Please contact me 
at 701-202-7067 whereas I can update 
your records. 

 

 

 

COMICAL STORY 

 
A traffic cop pulled alongside a speeding 
car on the motorway. Glancing into the 
car, he was astounded to see that the 
young lady, who was driving, was knitting. 

Realizing that she was oblivious to his 
flashing lights and siren, the policeman 
wound down his window, turned on his 
loudspeaker and yelled, “PULL OVER!” 

“NO”, the young lady yelled back, “IT’S A 
SCARF!” 

 

 

NINA SNEIDER 
Executive Director 

 
 

What to rumble about this month? How 
about the Stutsman County Fair? The 
good old fashioned fair runs from July 11-
14th with midway, concessions, games, 
4-H exhibits, animal exhibits, and more. 
Looking for more action? The James 
River Rodeo Association presents a full 
performance rodeo on the 13 and 14

th
 at 

the fairgrounds at 6:30 pm each evening. 
Bareback, bull riding, calf roping, barrel 
racing, goat tying, team roping and much 
more are there for you to enjoy. Too hot 
for you? Take a dip in the cool water at 
the Jamestown Reservoir and enjoy the 
sandy beach and concessions that are 
there for your summer pleasure. For more 
ideas, contact Buffalo City Tourism at 
251-9145 or visit 
www.tourjamestown.com and check out 
the tourism calendar on-line. Be Part of 
the Legend this summer. 

Nina Sneider, Executive Director, BCTF 

 

 

 

 

CAR TRIVIA 

 

This month we will play a game. We are 
drawing for $20.00 at the meeting (Must 
be in attendance to win the $20.00). Bring 

http://www.tourjamestown.com/


P a g e  | 4 

 
your “RUMBLER” to the meeting. We will 
be asking the questions and if you get the 
most right … you’ll get an additional 
chance at the $20.00. Good Luck! 

1. Did the 1928 Ford Model-A 
have the sun visor inside or 
outside the car? 

A. Inside. 
B. Outside. 

 
2. What country had one million 

vehicles in operation in 
1928? 

A. United States. 
B. France. 
C. Britain. 
D. Canada. 

 
3. What automobile offered 

“tops” as standard 
equipment in 1915? 

A. Ford. 
B. Chevrolet. 
C. Oldsmobile. 
D. Buick. 

 
4. What did the New York City 

Police Department use to 
pursue speeding motorist in 
1898? 

A. Horse. 
B. Bicycles. 
C. Car. 
D. Buggy. 

 
5. What year was the hit tune 

“In My Merry Oldsmobile”?  

A. 1895. 
B. 1900. 
C. 1905. 
D. 1915. 

 
6. What year was automatic 

windshield wipers introduced 
as standard equipment? 

A. 1903. 
B. 1913. 
C. 1923. 
D. 1933. 

 
7. What oil company offered the 

first free road maps, in 1913?  

A. Standard Oil Company. 
B. Gulf Oil Company. 
C. Shell Oil Company. 
D. BP Oil Company. 

. 
8. What year did the first gas 

gauge appear on cars? 

A. 1895. 
B. 1915. 
C. 1922. 
D. 1934. 

 
9. Did the Franklin car have a 

water-cooled or an air-cooled 
engine? 

A. Air-cooled engine. 
B. Water-cooled engine. 

 
10. What automobile offered a 

compass and a camera as 
standard equipment in 1919?  

A. Ford Model-T. 
B. Curved Dashed 

Oldsmobile. 
C. Stanley Steamer. 
D. Templar Touring 

Roadster. 
 

 

 

COMICAL STORY 

 
A new pastor was visiting in the homes of 
his parishioners. At one house it seemed 
obvious that someone was at home, but 
no answer came to his repeated knocks 
at the door.  
   
Therefore, he took out a business card 
and wrote 'Revelation 3:20' on the back of 
it and stuck it in the door. 
  
When the offering was processed the 
following Sunday, he found that his card 
had been returned. Added to it was this 
cryptic message, 'Genesis 3:10". 
 
Reaching for his Bible to check out the 
citation, he broke up in gales of laughter. 
Revelation 3:20 begins 'Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock.' Genesis 3:10 reads, 

'I heard your voice in the garden and I 
was afraid for I was naked.'  
 

 
 

NEW CAR REVIEW         

2013 Toyota Avalon 

 

Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A. revealed the 
all-new 2013 Avalon premium mid size 
sedan at the 2012 New York International 
Auto Show. The new Toyota Avalon is re-
conceived for the premium mid-size 
sedan segment with a progressive and 
emotionally styled exterior design. 
 

 
 
When it arrives to dealerships in late 
2012, the new Avalon will offer improved 



P a g e  | 5 

 
dynamic performance, a greater degree 
of refinement, and a highly spacious, 
comfortable interior experience with an 
abundance of outstanding convenience 
technologies. 
 
The new 2013 Toyota Avalon is the result 
of a North American-focused design and 
engineering effort. The new sedan’s 
dramatic exterior and interior design was 
conceived by a youthful and talented 
team at the Calty Design Research Inc. 
facilities in Southern California and 
Michigan. The car’s engineering 
development was principally led by a 
passionate and dedicated group based at 
Toyota Technical Center in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. Continuing a North American 
focused theme, the 2013 Avalon will be 
assembled at Toyota’s facility in 
Georgetown, Kentucky. True to the future 
product mission set forth by Toyota Motor 
Corporation President Akio Toyoda, the 
new Avalon’s more stylish, bold, sporty 
exterior design and luxurious interior 
styling are matched by an enhanced 
dynamic package, a combination the 
foreshadows the more compelling and 
passionate nature of future Toyota 
products.  

 
 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1941 International K4 Truck 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest. 

 

If ever there was ever an ideal candidate 
to be bouncing around in an old 
International Harvester gas truck with the 
words “City Service Oil Company” 
stenciled on the side, Terry Flannery is 
the guy. Flannery’s father was a big fan of 
International trucks, and he eventually 
owned his own City Service bulk 
distribution business. He also hired his 
son to drive for him, with the trucks 
wearing the same City Service green 
paint scheme and same lettering on the 
doors. 

 

That experience is probably what 
spawned Terry’s love of all things 
petroliana, and led him to eventually 
assemble his own mini gas station at his 
Goodman, Wis., home. 

So when he had a chance a few years 
back to restore his own gas truck — a 
1941 International K-4 — and turn it into a 
cool hobby conversation piece, Flannery 
didn’t hesitate. The purchase was simply 
a no-brainer. 

“I’m into oil collecting. I collect gas and oil 
stuff and I have a little gas station and 
that kind of stuff, and when this came 
along I bought it and restored it,” Flannery 
said. “It took me 10 years. 

“It wasn’t really hard because it was all 
there. It was all in one piece. I got it from 
a junkyard. I have a cousin who runs a 
junkyard and he called me up and said, 
‘I’ve got this old truck, come and take a 
look at it.’ 

 

 

“He knew that I was into this stuff. I had 
bought a ’57 Ford gas truck from him that 
I was going to restore, and then he came 
up with this one and asked if I wanted to 
stop and take a look at it… It was painted 
yellow. And underneath the yellow was 
red, but there was no signage or decals. I 
couldn’t tell what it had been hauling.” 

Flannery didn’t know it at the time, but the 
old tank truck he picked up for the fun of it 
turned out to be a rare bird. The K-4 
trucks were “tweeners” in the IH lineup in 
1941, rated at 1 ¼ tons and residing 
between the more well-known K-3 light-
duty trucks and the larger commercial K-5 
offerings. When he eventually started 
collecting parts for a restoration on the 
truck, Flannery got some unexpected 
news about his K-4 from longtime parts 
supplier and IH expert Pappy Vance, of 
Vance’s Garage in Hannibal, Mo. “We got 
to talking about it one day, and said, ‘Do 
you know what you’ve got there?’ and I 
said, ‘Yeah, I just got an old truck,’ and he 
said, ‘No, you have an extremely rare 
truck.’ The K-4, he says, is almost 
impossible to find. He said, ‘In the 60 
years I’ve been sitting in this garage, I’ve 
seen one and heard of another one.’” 

Flannery’s truck shows 54,000-plus miles 
on the odometer and probably rolled up 
almost all of those rounds on some sort of 
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local fuel oil or gas route. The truck had 
no lettering or signage to give away what 
its previous lives had been, but the truck 
had obviously been taken care of during 
its working life. Flannery said the steel 
tank and cab assembly were still in 
remarkably good shape, and the 213-cid 
flathead six-cylinder was in pieces, but it 
was salvageable. 

 

 

 

“It’s got 54,000 miles on it, and I think 
they are all original miles,” Flannery said. 
“The speedometer worked, so I think all 
that was correct. But where it came from 
and where it sat, I have no idea. I know it 
started as a Wadham’s truck and 
converted over to Mobil … beyond that, I 
don’t know. Being as this truck is so 
small, it’s only got a 450-gallon tank on it, 
I think it was probably used primarily for 
home delivery to farms … 

“It was painted yellow. And underneath 
the yellow was red… It had been sitting 
for years. All the paint was cracking and 
peeling on it, but there was no rust. So I 
got a big power washing — a steam 
washer — from a friend and turned that 
big blaster loose on the paint and it just 

rolled it off there by the gobs! We must 
have peeled 20 lbs. of paint off this thing 
in an hour. [It avoided rust] because there 
was so much paint on it.” 

 

 

Perhaps the biggest hiccup Flannery 
experienced during the decade-long 
restoration involved his decision to swap 
in a different engine not long after he got 
the truck. After looking the original engine 
over, he was convinced a donor mill 
would be needed, so he went out and 
found an identical engine in another old 
IH. “The head was lying in the seat when I 
bought it, so I thought it was a junker,” 
Flannery chuckled. “So I searched around 
and found another truck with the same 
motor, but it was a ton-and-a-half truck. 
The motor ran great. I bought it in 
Milwaukee, trailered it home, and I ran it 
around the farm for a couple weeks, here 
and there, then got ready to pull the motor 
and take it to my engine builder, and he 
called me up and said the motor’s no 
good. He said, ‘You’ve got a crack in the 
block.’ I couldn’t believe it. 

 

“Then he says, ‘What about the motor 
that’s in it?’ I said, ‘The head’s lying in the 
seat, it looks like junk!’ You could see the 
pistons in it and everything was all rusty 
on it … But he told me to pull it out and 

bring it to him, so I took it to him and he 
said, ‘It’s a good motor.’ 

“He rebuilt it and put it back in. I bought 
[the second motor] for nothing — spent 
400 bucks for nothing!” 

 

The K-4 trucks featured 113-inch 
wheelbases, but they could also be 
ordered in 135-, 147- and 159-inch 
configurations. They were available with a 
variety of bodies from the factory, 
including dump beds, stake beds, express 
bodies and coal beds. 

 

The truck still carries its original Heil tank 
in back, hose reel, plumbing and 
“Neptune Auto-Stop Print-O-Meter” that 
kept track of the petroleum being 
dispensed at each delivery stop. Open-
top cargo areas were built in above each 
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dual-rear wheels, and a large barrel 
holder was located just behind the 
passenger door. A small ladder led up to 
the cargo area on the driver side and 
allowed the driver/operator to climb up on 
top of the tank for refueling in of the three 
fuel portholes. 

The all-steel cab was strictly utilitarian. 
Brown vinyl covered the bench seat. The 
windshield was a two-piece unit, and the 
simple headlights were recessed into 
prominent front fenders. In back, two rear 
access doors swung together over a huge 
rear bumper. 

 

 

Everything on the truck has been re-done, 
but Flannery said he didn’t want to overdo 
it and make the truck something it wasn’t 
meant to be. “It’s not a perfect restoration, 
and I didn’t care because it’s a truck. 
Trucks should not look like a restored ’28 
Packard,” he said. “A truck should look 
like a truck. 

“You can go around and find a few 
blemishes in the paint and a knob here 
and there, and I don’t care. I think it’s a 

truck. I don’t want it to be a pimpmobile. It 
rides like a truck, steers like a truck. It’s a 
truck. 

 

“I’ve restored a ’46 Ford pickup about 25 
years ago, and then I restored a ’55 
Mercury car,” he added. “Trucks are 
easier. Cars are a pain to restore. You 
have all the trim and all the interior pieces 
to deal with and all the beauty things on 
them to shine and buff. Trucks are much 
simpler. Paint a fender, put it on. Paint a 
hood, put it on.” 

As much as he hates to admit it, Flannery 
figures he’ll eventually have to part ways 
with his time capsule fuel delivery truck. 
It’s not that he’s itching to unload it or try 
to make a profit on it, but he lost one foot 
and part of a leg years ago in a 
lumberjacking mishap and he worries 
about his ability to drive the truck safely. 

 

“I have two boys, but I have to lean on 
them to be drivers,” he said. “I can drive it, 
and I have, but when I get in traffic in 
town some place or find a stop sign on a 
hillside, or a stoplight, I’ve got one foot, 
and I’ve got the clutch, the brake and the 
gas. That’s all right, except when 
somebody pulls up behind me, and then it 
gets tricky. 

“I think I’ll have to sell it because I can’t 
drive it the way you should be able to 
drive it.” 

 

Muscle Car History - The 
Story behind America's 

Muscle Cars 

Story by Timeless Rides web site. 

 

Although the muscle car era was short-
lived, it still defined a generation in 
America, and has given us possibly some 
of the most collectible cars in all of 
automotive history today. With the sharp 
lines, wide profiles, muscular looks, and 
chrome, these cars looked mean. Team 
the mid-sized bodied frame with a 
monster V8 engine, and these cars 
WERE mean. Mean fast! Some models 
that fit into the muscle car category are 
the Buick GS, Pontiac GTO, and the 
Dodge Charger. 

Unfortunately, as soon as the muscle car 
craze started, many factors came about 
that foretold the imminent doom of this 
short-lived machine. This is its story... 

Muscle Car Definition 

The definition of a muscle car is a mid-
size model car, with V8 engines, 
generally produced between 1965 and 
1973. Most muscle cars were current mid-
size models being produced by car 
manufacturers, and they added a large 
V8 engine, special trim, and usually better 
handling and performance options like 
suspension, braking, etc. A good example 
of this is the 1970 Chevrolet Chevelle. 
This model was designed as a mid-size 
family vehicle and the base model was 
powered by a lonely ‘ol 4 cylinder engine, 
or you could team it up with the biggest 
muscle car engine of its time, the 454. 

The muscle car era coincided with the first 
baby boom generation. With the end of 
World War II, soldiers came home and 
there were babies everywhere! Cars 

http://www.timelessrides.com/wiki/buick/gs-gran-sport
http://www.timelessrides.com/wiki/pontiac/gto
http://www.timelessrides.com/wiki/dodge/charger
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during WWII and after were pretty 
conservative in their styling and speed. 
Chop Shops and performance shops 
sprung up after the war, and the hot rod 
was born. The problem with this was it 
cost a lot of money, and took a lot of work 
to modify a car. It was not economical for 
most. 

 

This is what made the muscle car 
successful with the new baby boomers – 
price. Factory performance was a lot 
cheaper, but the current models lacked 
power and speed. That all changed in 
1964 with the Pontiac Tempest. The GTO 
package on this model added a 389 V8 
engine, along with a floor-shifted 
transmission, special trim and GTO 
badges. GM Corporate policy at this time 
did not allow anything other than a full 
size model to have anything larger than a 
330 cid engine. The engineers at Pontiac 
worked around this by offering the 389 cid 
engine as an option, instead of creating a 
new model for it. Pontiac planned on 
selling 5,000 GTO’s that first year; 32,450 
were eventually sold that first year, 
starting the American muscle car race. 

The Mustang debuted in 1965, and within 
its 2 first years sold nearly 1.5 million 
models. In specific technical terms, the 
Mustang is considered a pony car. A pony 
car is a small bodied vehicle, with large 
sized engines. It’s hard to argue that a 
Boss 409 couldn’t compete with a muscle 
car, so they are generally lumped 
together in the same category. 

Each year, muscle cars kept on getting 
bigger and heavier, due to added options. 
This lead to a new breed of stripped-down 
muscle cars, such as the Plymouth Road 
Runner and Dodge Super Bee. These 
were designed to have a lower cost than 
the other models, without the extra 
options and plush interior. They were 
designed to be cheap and fast, and you 
could go race on the same day you 

bought the car without any modifications 
– and probably win! 

The Fun Is Over 

As soon as the muscle car craze got to 
full speed, it slipped a gear and never 
recovered. The three main speed bumps 
were insurance premiums, tougher 
environmental laws, and the 1973 OPEC 
oil embargo. 

Safety lobbying groups started to raise 
concerns about stuffing such large 
engines in such small cars, and marketing 
them towards the younger generation. 
Ralph Nader and his lobbying group were 
already pointing out the inadequate 
handling, braking, and other safety issues 
with the base models. The tires 
performance on these models was also 
suspect. Adding a few hundred more 
horse power to these models was not 
going to make things better. Insurance 
company’s eyes were opened up to these 
issues, and started adding large 
surcharges to high-powered cars. This 
quickly pushed many muscle car models 
out of a young buyer’s price range - the 
same group that were buying most of 
these cars. 

 

Congress started taking a harder stance 
on emission controls, and the automakers 
had to shift their priorities from creating 
more horsepower to cleaner emissions. 
Leaded gasoline was banned in 1973, 
and the auto manufacturers needed a few 
years to build up to this, so the engines 
were starting to be tuned down by 1971. 
The horsepower dropped with the use of 
unleaded gasoline, since the compression 
ratios had to be lowered on the engines. 
The higher the compression ratio, the 
more additives are needed to lower the 
chances of premature ignition. Up to this 
point, lead was the main additive used, 

but it is not good for the environment, 
obviously. 

Another thing that happened in 1971, 
although it didn’t physically change the 
output of the cars horsepower, was that 
the manufacturers were required to post 
the actual power ratings of their models, 
not just the engine ratings. Prior to this, 
horsepower was generally overrated. 
Overall horsepower was rated by the 
engine output, not the output at the 
wheels. Once you include the weight of 
the car, the transmission and gears, belts, 
etc. the raw power of an engine will drop 
drastically. Again, this didn’t change the 
actual horsepower, but the numbers 
started looking lower overall for the 
muscle cars, and technically any car after 
1971. 

 

The final nail in the coffin to the muscle 
car era was the 1973 OPEC oil embargo. 
Oil imports into the US and other parts of 
the world from OPEC oil producers fell 
around 25% - 30% in late 1973 to mid 
1974. Gasoline became so scarce during 
this time that long lines formed at gas 
stations, where gas could be found. Many 
fuel stations were empty. To lessen the 
chaos, license plates ending in odd 
numbers were only allowed to purchase 
gas on odd numbered days, and vice 
versa for even numbered license plates 
and even numbered days. Detroit could 
not sell a new car that had such low miles 
per gallon, and the muscle car era was 
over. The last true high powered muscle 
car could be the 1973-1974 Pontiac Trans 
AM SD455. 
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COMICAL STORY 

 
Freya was driving her Chevrolet Vega 
home in New Mexico when she saw an 
elderly Apache woman walking along the 
side of the road.  
 
She stopped the car and asked the 
woman if she would like a lift? 
 
With a silent nod, the woman climbed into 
the car. Freya tried in vain to make 
conversation with the Apache woman. 
 
The old Apache looked closely at 
everything she saw, studying every little 
detail, until she noticed a red gift bag on 
the seat next to Freya. 
 
'What's in the bag?' asked the old woman. 
'It's a bottle of whisky that I got for my 
husband.'  
 
The Apache woman was silent for 
another minute or two. Then speaking 
with the quiet wisdom of an elder, she 
said, 'Good trade.' 
 

 
 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1935 Chrysler Airstream 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest. 

 

There are probably a million different 
reasons why a guy could get attached to 
a particular old car. Cameron Dall’s 
motivation for wanting a 1935 Chrysler 
Airstream was simple: It reminded him of 
his dad. 

“Yeah, my father had a car like this before 
he went into the service in World War II,” 
said the Mount Prospect, Ill., resident. 
“His father was a traveling salesman and 
every two years he got a new car. He 
probably bought a new car in 1935, and 
then got another one in 1937, and that’s 
when my dad got the car. 

“I always wanted one because he had 
one, and I started hunting around 
probably 22, 23 years ago, around 1990, 
trying to find one. I came across this one, 
and it was an eight-cylinder. My dad had 
the six-cylinder … but I called around and 
talked to just about every guy in the 
Chrysler Club, and one fella told me, ‘Kid, 
once you go with that eight-cylinder, you’ll 
never want to go back to the six-cylinder.’ 
So I bought it.” 

Dall’s first old car was an Airstream CZ 
and that was soon followed by another 
1935 Chrysler, this one a Deluxe 
Airstream model, which he is currently 
having restored. Dall found his first 
Airstream in Albany, N.Y., and he 
believes he is the fourth owner. The car 
shows 77,000 miles on the odometer 
today, but it apparently didn’t move for 
many years. 

 

“[The previous owner] had a lady across 
the street that had a husband who passed 
away, and she came to him asking, ‘Can 
you help me, my husband died and we’ve 
got this old car.’ I guess they had property 
in Detroit… So anyway, he had to go get 
this car for her, and he said it was like 
opening King Tut’s tomb. He opened up 
this old garage and there were cobwebs 
all over, and there was this old Chrysler 
sitting in there. When he trailered it back 
[to Albany], he said there was just a cloud 
of dust coming off the car all the way 
home. 

 

“So the guy I got it from kind of did it 
backwards. He worked at Ford and was a 
body guy and he did all the body work 
and some of the chrome work, but he 
didn’t do any of the mechanicals. Then he 
retired and I think his wife said, ‘Get it 
running or get rid of it,’ so he said, ‘Make 
me an offer,’ and I was able to buy the 
car.” 

The previous owner had repainted the car 
black — the same color it was from the 
factory — and Dall opted to leave the car 
that way. He decided to tackle almost 
everything else on the car, however, 
including a new interior, engine rebuild, 
brakes and suspension. “I think the only 
thing we didn’t do was pulling off the front 
clip and put new motor mounts in it. 
Everything else was done to the engine,” 
he said. “And I had a few things chromed 
… It has one Trippe light in front, and 
that’s exactly the way my dad had his. I 
tried to re-create the car that my dad had 
before World War II.” 
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The Airstream model was a new offering 
in 1935, and one Chrysler probably didn’t 
plan on when it launched the radical new 
Airflow design the year before. The 
Airflow was svelte and streamlined with 
an alligator hood and wind-cheating 
design that seemed like a good idea at 
the time, but was snubbed by the buying 
public. Chrysler was quick to react, 
however. After sensing that the Airflow 
was not the answer — at least not 
immediately — the company had 
Raymond Dietrich design a car with a 
more conventional profile that still offered 
some Airflow styling cues. The result was 
a handsome but traditional-looking steel-
bodied machine with a raked windshield, 
V-shaped grille work, teardrop fenders 
and headlamps and a trunk in back. The 
one-piece windshields tipped out for 
ventilation, and there were also vents in 
the cowl. 

 

The Airstreams were offered with either 
six- or eight-cylinder engines. The base 
straight-eights such as Dall’s were 
dubbed the CZ series. There was also a 
fancier Deluxe version of the CZ eights, 
and a combined total of 9,297 of the 
eight-cylinder models were built for the 
model year. Up the ladder, there were 

also two Imperials that had similar styling 
and were also given the Airstream name. 

 

The eight-cylinder Airstream CZ models 
used 121-inch-wheelbase chassis, which 
was three inches longer than the six-
cylinder offerings. The 16-inch wheels 
had steel spokes. Hydraulic brakes and 
synchromesh transmission with three-
speed floor shifting were standard. 

Options included trumpet horns, 
sidemounts, radio, heater, clock, cigar 
lighter, seat covers, spotlights and a trunk 
rack. Dall’s car was originally a bare-
bones model with few add-ons. He has 
added a second windshield wiper, which 
was optional, but kept the single tail lamp. 

The CZ eight four-door sedans such as 
Dall’s car carried an MSRP of $975 and 
weighed 3,213 lbs. A two-door coupe, 
roadster, four-door touring Brougham and 
four-door touring were also offered in ’35. 
All of them proved to be far more popular 
with buyers than the second-year 
Airflows. 

 

 

“One of the things I really like about these 

cars is I think it’s got one of the greatest 
Art Deco grilles ever made,” Dall noted. 
“It’s got a lot of pieces and a lot of things 
going on that make it very intricate.” 

Dall says he knew the CZ Airstreams 
weren’t exactly plentiful when he bought 
his car two decades ago, but he’s got a 
new appreciation for how rare they are 
since then. “I’ve actually never been to a 
car show to see one. I have talked to 
many guys around the country that have 
them, but no, there are not a lot of them 
around,” he said. His Deluxe model is 
even more unique these days. “I only 
know of like four Deluxe Models in the 
whole United States,” he added. 

 

Dall is a school teacher, and he gets 
plenty of attention when he shows up in 
the school parking lot a few times a year 
with his ’35. The kids get a kick out of the 
old Chrysler, and it gives Dall a chance to 
get some more seat time. “I teach middle 
school, and the kids are like, ‘When are 
you going to bring your old car again?’ … 
I try to bring it on nice weather days. I 
always drive it a couple times a year. 

“I’m not one of those guys who are 
[always worried]. If I get caught in the 
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rain, it’s no big deal. I want to enjoy the 
car, and it’s nice for other people to see it, 
too. It’s a lot better than having it sit in the 
garage.” 

 

It won’t be long before Dall has his 
Deluxe on the road as well, which will 
give him two 1935 Chrysler Airstreams to 
pick from on sunny days. He figures that 
will be twice as much fun. And his dad, no 
doubt, would approve. 

“I don’t have any plans to get rid of either 
one of them,” he said. “With that 
connection to my father, this was the car I 
always wanted.” 

SUMMARY OF THE 
LEGEND 

Shirley “Cha Cha” Muldowney 

 

In the World of Motor Sports, results are 
often all that matter. For Shirley 
Muldowney the dual desire to compete 
and win gave her the impetus to break 
through barriers – barriers of gender, 
barriers of pain and barriers of time itself 

– in the quest for successful results. For 
the better part of forty years, Shirley 
Muldowney has been an icon in the field 
of Motor Sports, and even in her 60’s she 
continues to hold her own against the 
best racers on the planet. 

 

Growing up and living through her teen 
years in New York, Shirley discovered 
early she had a penchant for speed and 
competition. In fact she became 
somewhat of a notorious local street racer 
in the early days, but was quickly drawn 
to a growing form of auto competition 
called Drag Racing. Reportedly, it was so-
named because competitors would “drag” 
out through each gearshift. Drag racing is 
done on a straight course (normally one 
quarter-mile) in pairs with the lower 
elapsed time from start to end measured 
in seconds determining the winner. 

After marrying former husband Jack 
Muldowney, she continued to pursue 
what was still considered a “men’s game”. 
Shirley began racing (and winning) in a 
variety of sportsman entries through 
1964, including a brief stint in a factory 
experimental car during 1963. Indeed, 
she discovered there were a few things in 
life more satisfying than winning, and 
soon gained a reputation as someone 
who had no intention of backing down 
especially in gender-related issues. 

 

Her willingness to buck the system would 
change the sport forever in 1965, as she 
was successfully licensed that year to 
compete in the supercharged gasoline 
dragster category by drag racing’s largest 
organization the National Hot Rod 
Association (NHRA). The upper Gas 
divisions were professional categories, 
and no other women had ever been 
permitted this qualification up to that time. 
She proved it was no passing thing by 
match racing (exhibitions for a 
guaranteed fee) throughout the East and 
Midwest for the next four years, as well as 
making selected national event 
appearances on both NHRA and rival 
AHRA (American Hot Rod Association) 
sanctioning bodies. 

However, in 1971, NHRA decided to 
eliminate the Top Gas category due to the 
introduction of new divisions, and Shirley 
chose to move into the popular new 
“funny car” category. There is nothing 
funny about funny cars. The car makes 
several thousand violent horsepower 
running on nitro methane fuel, and can be 
very difficult to drive. Undaunted, 
Muldowney stepped right up to the plate, 
posting a win on her first time out at a 
match race in Lebanon Valley, New York. 

 She also entered the record books for 
the first time when the upstart 
International Hot Rod Association (IHRA) 
held its first season ever. 

Muldowney would post her first national 
event win at the sanction’s Southern 
Nationals in Rockingham, North Carolina 
in 1971, and a runner-up finish at the 
same race a year later. 
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However, while the popularity of the funny 
cars is unquestioned, unlike the cars 
competing today, they were very 
dangerous in those days. Fire was the 
worst enemy, and Muldowney would be 
involved in at least four bad fires during 
her three years in the machines 
irreverently referred to as “fiberglass 
infernos.” In a funny car, the driver 
basically straddles the motor, with the 
seat mounted only three feet behind the 
rear of the engine. Should the engine 
explode, as the nitro methane was prone 
to detonation, the engine’s oil and fuel 
would spill down on to the red-hot 
exhaust headers, instantly setting a car 
ablaze at speeds over two hundred miles 
per hour. The net effect: a blowtorch to 
the drivers face while traveling the 
equivalent of a football field every second. 
The safety equipment of that era was not 
enough. After a particularly nasty fire at 
the 1973 NHRA U.S. Nationals (the 
sport’s biggest event), it nearly destroyed 
her race car and Shirley required serious 
burn recovery. At that point, she had had 
enough of them. 

 

There is only one category above funny 
cars, Top Fuel. These are the kings of the 
sport, machines created with only one 
purpose in mind –go from point A to point 
B in the least possible time. Though also 
fueled by “nitro,” in top fuel dragsters, the 
engine is mounted behind the driver. In 
1973 only men drove them, but once 
again Shirley was not going to let that 
stand in her way. She had already made 
the required licensing qualifications, 
driving a dragster owned by Pancho 
Rendon of Detroit, with several other 
veteran drivers co-signing, including the 
likes of ‘’Big Daddy” Don Garlits and T.V. 
Tommy Ivo, thus becoming the first 
woman ever to license in the NHRA top 
fuel category. 

Shirley Muldowney returned to the U.S. 
Nationals the following year in 1974, 
posting the top speed of the meet at 
241.58 mph using her own car and race 
team. She also scored a Semi-final finish 
at the PRO-backed National event in 
Long Island, N.Y., posting elapsed time 
as quick as 6.09 seconds. 

On June 15, 1975, she added more to her 
accolades when she became the first 
woman to advance to the finals in Top 
Fuel, posting a runner-up to Marvin 
Graham at the NHRA Spring Nationals in 
Columbus, Ohio. Two months later, on 
August 24 at the Popular Hot Rodding 
Championships in Martin, Michigan, she 
blasted a 5.98 second elapsed time to 
become the first woman to break the 5-
second barrier. Then, back at NHRA U.S. 
Nationals, she again went to the final 
round only to come up short against Don 
Garlits. These season long 
accomplishments earned her a place on 
the prestigious ten members “All America 
Team” by the AARWBA. 

 

The following year, the racing world knew 
she was on her way to the top when she 
returned to the Spring Nationals and 
blistered the field by qualifying number 
one (6.03), posting the lowest elapsed 
time of the race (5.96), running the top 
speed (243.90) and then becoming the 
first woman to win an NHRA Professional 
event on June 13, 1976, beating the late 
Bob Evans in the final round. 

She won her second race of the season 
at the NHRA World Finals in Ontario, 
California on October 10, 1976, posting 
low elapsed time (5.77) and top speed 
(249mph) of the event (these were also 
the fastest runs of the entire season). 
Despite only racing in four of the eight 
NHRA National Events, she finished 15th 
in the year-end publication standings. She 

was also voted Top Fuel Driver of the 
year by industry publication Drag News 
and was again chosen to be on the All 
American Team by the AAWRBA. 

The team picked up just where it had left 
off when the 1977 racing season began at 
a PRO-backed event in Phoenix, Arizona 
where Muldowney became only the 
second driver to top 250 mph with a 
250.69 speed on January 17, running 252 
mph before the event concluded. This 
was going to be her year. 

During the first Winston World Series 
event (a points race) on May 7 in Irvine, 
California, she recorded the sports 
quickest–ever numbers, a 5.77 time at a 
thundering 253 mph speed. She then 
moved on to Spring Nationals in 
Columbus, Ohio, winning the race for the 
second straight year on June 12. At the 
following race, she qualified number one, 
a feat she repeated three times that year, 
and garnered wins at the NHRA Summer 
Nationals in Englishtown, New Jersey on 
July 19, and the NHRA Molson Grand 
Nationals in Canada on August 7. Two 
weeks later, she beat rival Don Garlits on 
her way to a runner-up finish at the 
Popular Hot Rodding Championships in 
Martin, Michigan on August 14. 

 

These accomplishments in the National 
Event and Winston World Series levels 
clinched the season long 1977 Winston 
World Championship in the Top Fuel 
Division for the now respected driver. In 
the course of that points-gathering effort, 
she became the first-ever driver to win 
three consecutive NHRA National event 
titles. Desiring no special treatment but a 
level playing field, Shirley Muldowney 
became the first woman (in any fuel class 
category) to take home an NHRA 
professional Series Crown. So 
monumental were these achievements, 
the United States House of 
Representatives honored Muldowney with 
an “Outstanding Achievement Award” 
bestowed on October 14, 1977. Drag 
News again proclaimed her Top Fuel 
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Driver of the Year, while Car Craft, a 
leading automotive magazine, honored 
her as Person of the Year on the 
prestigious Car Craft All-Star Racing 
Team. 

 

After Kalitta was given his walking papers 
at the end of the year, jealous rumors 
were rampant that he was the only reason 
she could have won the title. Now with 
John Muldowney calling the shots with 
the cars tune-up, she proved her ability by 
beating the boys again in 1980 by winning 
the NHRA TOP FUEL Point’s Crown. Her 
trademark pink dragster thundered to 
victory in the Winter Nationals, Spring 
Nationals, Fall Nationals and the World 
Finals, thus making her the first driver, 

male or female, to win two NHRA Top 
Fuel World Championships. Moreover she 
also competed in Top Fuel on the AHRA 
circuit and finished second in points there 
in 1980, nearly clinching two titles 
simultaneously! During the next season 
(1981), Shirley concentrated on the 
AHRA title chase and succeeded in taking 
home that crown (giving her two Top Fuel 
titles in two seasons) while finishing in the 
top five for NHRA that same year. 

Then, in 1982, she again set her sights 
back on the full NHRA circuit and scored 
big. The result-Shirley Muldowney 
became the first professional driver in Top 
Fuel to earn Three NHRA World 
Championships, winning four events in 
seven final round appearances. This 
included her first ever U.S. Nationals 
crown, beating Connie Kalitta in the final 
round to the great satisfaction of her fans. 
She was voted to be on the Car Craft All-
Star Team as Top Fuel Driver of the Year 
for the second consecutive season and 
named to the AARWBA top ten for the 
fifth time, receiving the greatest number 
of votes ever by a driver. 

 

In 1983, Shirley finished fourth in the 
NHRA points with landmark wins at the 
Winter Nationals and the World Finals, 
while at Columbus, Ohio, one of her 
favorite tracks, she went to the finals for a 
record six times in eight years. After 
devoting twenty-five years of her life to 
drag racing, Shirley had for the most part 
seen and done it all, yet her toughest 
battle of all lie ahead. 

On June 29th, 1984 tragedy struck during 
qualifying at an NHRA event in Montreal, 
Canada. A front tire failure on her nitro-
fueled dragster caused a high speed 
crash at over 250 mph that nearly ended 
her life. In addition to other injuries, her 
legs were so badly broken they required 
extensive and repeated surgeries simply 
to enable her to walk again. After many 
months of grueling physical therapy and 
recovery, not to mention moral support 

from close friends and fans, Muldowney 
was strapping herself back into a race 
car. 

That valiant effort garnered her 
recognition as the AARWBA’s “Comeback 
Driver of the Year” for 1986, but Shirley 
didn’t come back just to drive, she came 
back to Win. Through John’s tuning 
expertise and some sponsorship help, the 
team was back in the thick of the NHRA 
Top fuel wars by 1989, a year that she 
went to three final rounds, won the Fall 
Nationals, finished in the top 10 in points 
and became the first woman to enter the 
exclusive 16 member Cragar Four-
Second Club with a run of 4.974 at 284 
mph. 

 

In 1990, Shirley again finished in the 
NHRA top ten, but decided to change 
gears for the following season. In her 
desire to continue on a more profitable 
level, she decided to move back to the 
match race trail. This would not be an 
effort where she would simply appear and 
make a minor impression; track records 
became somewhat of a hobby for her as 
she set no less than twelve new records 
at various facilities all across America and 
Canada. Throughout most of the early 
1990’s Shirley set out on vigorous match 
racing schedules across the USA and 
overseas. In 1993 she set a track record 
at the Fuji International Speedway in 
Japan of 5.30 at 285 mph. 

 

By 1995, the desire for open competition 
brought her back to IHRA. In 1996, she 
reached the final round in IHRA 
competition five straight times, winning 
three national events back to back. She 
qualified in the top three at every race 
and finished the year in the number two 
spot for top fuel points. 
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In 1997, Shirley continued running IHRA 
and NHRA competitions when her busy 
match-racing schedule allowed. In open 
competition, she set and re-set the high 
mile per hour mark for the IHRA national 
record four times with a standing mark of 
303.71 mph at season’s end. In 
competition, she held the number two 
spot in points, but by opting not to go to 
the final race of the year, that tally 
dropped her to third for the season. The 
highlight of 1997 was being honored by 
the United States Sports Academies 25th 
Anniversary CNN/USA Today balloting for 
“Top Athletes of the past 25 Years”. In 
four categories names were presented by 
ballot voting for the persons whose noted 
accomplishments made an impact on 
their respective sport. In auto racing for 
the men, it was Richard Petty-known as 
the King of NASCAR. For the women, it 
was Shirley Muldowney, whose forty 
years of dedication and devotion have 
carved her unmistakable mark in the 
annals of auto racing. 

In 1998, Shirley had another successful 
year racing. She set track records for top 
speed or elapsed time at Atco, New 
Jersey, Milan Michigan, Epping, New 
Hampshire, and Stanton, Michigan where 
she not only engraved the new track 
records, but also set a new performance 
record for the International Hot Rod 
Association. Her 4.69 second elapsed 
time at 312.50 mph during qualifying at 
Stanton’s Northern Nationals was the 
quickest and fastest ever recorded in the 
history of the IHRA competition, proving 
once again what she was made of. 
Shirley also received one of the highest 
distinctions of her career that year; when 
the New York State Senate honored her 
as one of the “Thirty Women of 
Distinction,” with a historical display 
presented at the state capital in Albany. 
Her historical motor sports 
accomplishments were acknowledged 
alongside such luminaries as Susan B. 
Anthony and Eleanor Roosevelt. 

The 2000 season began only seconds 
after the new millennium began, when 
Shirley matched up with Don Garlits in a 
special race at Moroso Motorsports Park 
in West Palm Beach, Florida and won. 
The next highlight of the season was to 
return to the U.S. Nationals in 
Indianapolis, where she qualified and 
brought down the house with a 
spectacular wheel stand in the first round. 
The effort was through the assistance of 
Goosehead.com with actor and American 
Graffiti star Richard Dreyfuss as a guest 
of the team for the weekend. They 
finished the season by qualifying 10th at 
the NHRA World Finals. 

 

 

With the help of Action Performance and 
Collectibles owner Fred Wagenhals, 
Shirley was able to return to the 
Indianapolis event in 2001 with a special 
paint scheme honoring her years as a 
funny car racer. The team qualified with 
their quickest and fastest time to date - 
4.64 at 320.20 mph. Shirley went on to 
race at no less than five NHRA races in 
addition to her match race schedule. She 
qualified at each stop and went as far as 
the semifinals (at where else Columbus, 
Ohio!) She continued to beat the boys as 
well as other women who followed in her 
footsteps, with a long and distinguished 
career in professional motor sports as 
well as paving the way for women to enter 
the arena. Shirley Muldowney is a true 
champion by any standards. 

After forty years of racing, due to lack of 
funding, Shirley decided to retire from 
Professional Drag Racing in 2003 with the 
“Last Pass Tour” that ended in Pomona 
California at the World Finals, where she 
celebrated her career with great appraise 
and fan recognition. 

As of 2010, Shirley continues to seek the 
necessary funding that would allow her to 
go back to the sport she loves. Her 
accomplishments have helped build the 

sport to what it is today. 

 



P a g e  | 15 

 

SUMMARY OF THE 
LEGEND 

Connie “The Bounty Hunter” 
Kalitta 

 

For over 50 years, team owner and drag 
racing legend Connie “the Bounty Hunter” 
Kalitta has been an icon in the world of 
professional drag racing. Kalitta, who has 
been involved in the sport as a driver, 
tuner, and as an owner, has dedicated 
unequalled amounts of time and 
resources to building one of the most 
successful teams in the history of auto 
racing. Kalitta Motorsports has won five 
world championships and over 50 
national event titles in five different drag 
racing sanctioning bodies since it was 
established by Connie in 1959. 

 
A lot more than the elapsed times have 
changed since the days when Conrad 
“Connie” Kalitta raced a 1951 Willys on 
an abandoned Michigan airstrip for pink 
slips. One of only a handful of racers from 
the early days still active in the sport, he 
has had a front row seat for some of the 
more significant developments that have 
helped to shape the sport of drag racing. 
While semis and 8,000-horsepower nitro-
burning machines have replaced flatbed 
trailers and front-motored dragsters, one 
thing remains the same – Connie’s desire 
to win. 

 

In addition to 22 NHRA national event 
final rounds with 10 wins as a driver, 
Connie also has five world championships 
to his credit. The first came in 1977 when 
he served as crew chief for Shirley 

Muldowney. He earned the next two, 
1979 and 1982, when he drove to IHRA 
championships. The last two came as 
team owner of Kalitta Motorsports when 
his late son Scott drove to the NHRA titles 
in 1994 and 1995. Nephew Doug, now 
the driver of the team’s Top Fuel dragster, 
earned Connie a team owner 
championship when he drove his Kalitta 
Flying Service entry to the 1994 USAC 
National Sprint Car Championship. 

 

 
Connie’s first NHRA national event win 
came in 1967 at the Winternationals. It 
was also at the Winternationals in 1989 
that he became the first person to break 
the 290-mph barrier. He was the runner-
up for the coveted U.S. Nationals title in 
1982 and 1984 before finally winning the 
event in 1994. Also in 1994, he won the 
Gatornationals by defeating son Scott in 
the first-ever father-and-son Top Fuel 
final in NHRA history. These are just 
some of the achievements that earned 
him a spot in the Motorsports Hall of 
Fame of America into which he was 
inducted in 1992. He was also inducted 
into the International Drag Racing Hall of 
Fame on March 14, 2002. 

 

The Flyer-- 

The same force that drives him to excel 
on the track also drives him to excel in the 
skies.  Kalitta has a lifetime of experience 
in the airline industry that goes back to 
1967 when he began transporting parts 

for the automotive business with a twin 
engine Cessna 310 (purchased with his 
race winnings) that he piloted himself.  
Over the years, Kalitta grew from a one 
airplane operation into a substantial 
airline conglomerate, American 
International Airways, Inc. (AIA), that 
used B747, L1011, DC8, B727, DC9, 
Twin Beech and Learjet aircraft in 
worldwide airfreight, air ambulance and 
charter passenger operations.  AIA 
supported the Desert Shield/Desert Storm 
operations with award winning efforts.  
AIA was one of the world's 25 largest 
airlines with revenues in excess of $400 
million derived from both scheduled and 
on-demand air charters as well as third 
party engine and airframe maintenance 
service. 

 

In 1997, AIA merged with Kitty Hawk, Inc. 
and Kalitta resigned from the company 
and the Board of Directors to pursue 
other interests, mainly to start another 
company -- Kalitta Leasing.  Kalitta 
Leasing is an aircraft brokerage company 
that buys sells and leases large aircraft.  
By April 2000 Kitty Hawk International 
(the former AIA) ceased operations and 
filed Chapter 11.  Dismayed that the 
airline he built from scratch was shut 
down, Kalitta fought to purchase the 
Aircraft Certificate and resurrect the 
airline.  Kalitta Air received its DOT and 
FAA authority to begin operations in 
November 2000 and immediately began 
revenue service. 

 

 
Kalitta quickly obtained the necessary 
approvals from the government and 
secured contracts with the USPS and the 
DOD.  After the terrorist attacks on 
September 11, 2001, when airports were 
closed and all flights were grounded, 
there was one plane in the sky that night 
that was not an F-16 fighter.  It was a 
Kalitta Air 747 hauling relief supplies from 
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the West coast to aid disaster workers.  In 
2003 Kalitta was awarded a Certificate of 
Appreciation for support of the Enduring 
Freedom and Iraqi Freedom Operations 
and Kalitta continues to support the 
USPS with scheduled flights delivering 
mail and packages to the soldiers in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

 
In addition to resurrecting the airline, 
Kalitta has also revived the aircraft 
maintenance facility in Oscoda, Michigan 
which was once the home of the old 
Wurtsmith Air Force Base.  The FAA 
recently presented Kalitta Air with The 
Diamond Award which is the FAA’s 
highest honor for maintenance training.  
Utilizing most of the airport and several 
hangars, over 600 employees work 
around the clock to maintain the aircraft. 

 

 
To sum up how Connie feels about his 
two worlds…"I do what I love, and I love 
what I do, I’m very blessed." 

 

CLASSIC CAR SUMMARY: 

1923 AMERICAN 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest. 

 

At the age 89, it seems Susan Manherz’s 
friend Bud has managed to outlive all of 
his siblings and immediate family 
members. During his advanced years, 
Bud didn’t see many members of his clan, 
but there were a few of them around. As 
late as the 1970s, he had at least two 
other close relatives still kicking. 

These days, though, Bud is a true 
octogenarian orphan, at least until a long-
lost kin comes out of the woodwork. Bud 
is only a car — a 1923 American — but 
the way the Manherz family talks about its 
colorful personality, you’re not so sure. 

“If you look at him, it looks like the car has 
lips!” Manherz joked. “He just has 
personality. You know, sometimes when 
you’re looking for a car and you see one, 
it’s like, ‘That’s the one.’ 

“I know it sounds crazy to some people… 
He’s a little cantankerous at times. And 
he can be difficult. That’s why he’s Bud. 
He’s just a car with a lot of personality.” 

 

 

The 1923 American touring became an 
official member of the Manherz family 
back in 1990 when Susan and her 
husband, Mike, stumbled across the car 
at a now-defunct collector car dealership 
in Gaithersburg, Md.  The couple hadn’t 
been looking for any car in particular, but 
the idea of a 1920s car sounded 
appealing and “my husband has an 
uncanny knack for sniffing out old cars,” 
according to Susan. 

“I think the man had traded in three cars 
for a new Jaguar, and the American was 
one of them. We looked in the door and 
just saw the top of this touring car that 
stuck up above everything … of course 
they were closed that day, but the next 
day we went out there and we just kind of 
nabbed it then. We took him for a test 
drive and he needed some tinkering and 
stuff, but we knew right then that we 
wanted him.” 

 

At the time, the couple had no idea how 
rare the car was or that they might never 
see another American. When they began 
doing some homework on their own car, 
and the American brand, they soon 
discovered that Bud was pretty much one 
of a kind. “In the 1960s there were three 
Americans known to exist, and all the 
owners knew each other,” Manherz said. 
“One was an earlier car that wouldn’t look 
anything like ours. It had a painted 
radiator shell and it was smaller. We 
haven’t been able to track it down. The 
man who had it died in the early ’70s and 
nobody knows what happened to the car. 
The [third] car was the same year as ours, 
but it was pretty much a parts car. It 
wasn’t complete. The guy who had it sold 
it, I know, and we’ve never found out what 
happened to it.” 
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Much to their delight, the Manherzes have 
been able to find out plenty about their 
own American, however. They are the 
fourth owners and they have been able to 
retrace much of Bud’s tire tracks prior to 
1990. 

 

“It was purchased new by Frank Ritter on 
June 9, 1923, from Adams Motor 
Company of Rochester, N.Y.  We still 
have all the original manuals and 
correspondence that came with the car 
when new,” Manherz noted. “Each owner 
of the car knew the previous owner. I 
know the original story of how the second 
owner got the car, and his son is still 
living and I talk to him on the phone… He 
bought it in 1955 and it had been up on 
blocks since 1930. The car was always in 
New York until we bought it, so he’s lived 
his whole live where it’s cold.” 

There have been many car-building 
companies with the patriotic “American” 
moniker in their titles. One of the more 
successful early ones was the American 
Motor Co. of Plainfield, N.J. The company 
built cars from 1916 to 1924 and was also 
called American Six and American 

Balanced Six. Louis Chevrolet was vice 
president and chief engineer of the 
company during its early days, and in 
1918 the Americans carried an “O.K. 
Chevrolet” signature badge to show that 
they had passed muster with the boss. 

The company merged with the Bessemer 
Truck Corp. in 1923 and became the 
Passenger Car Division of Bessemer-
American. That arrangement didn’t last, 
however, and the company quit building 
automobiles in the spring of 1924. 

 

American was known mainly as a builder 
of solid, medium-priced cars with six-
cylinder engines. The first offering in 1917 
was a simple five-passenger tourer, but 
by 1923, five models were on the menu, 
including the big five-passenger tourer 
priced at $1,850. 

 

American began calling its machines the 
“Smile Cars” in 1920, claiming that the 
cars provided millions of miles of happy 
motoring in the three previous years. Or 
maybe it was because the funky split front 
bumper resembled a mouth with a set of 
prominent lips. 1920 was also when the 
company introduced its 249-inch 
Hersehell-Spillman six-cylinder engine 
that provided 60 hp — a very respectable 
output for a middle-tier machine at the 
time. That figure grew to 66 hp when a 
289-cid version of the Hershell-Spillman 
six was introduced two years later. 

The wheelbases also grew to 127 inches 
and by 1923 you could get artillery wheels 
painted to match the body, or wire or disc 
wheels. According to Manherz, the cars 
were offered with a 25,000-mile “Around 
the World” warranty. 

 

 

“Our car is an American model D-66 with 
the 66-hp, six-cylinder, 289-cubic inch 
motor.  It has a 3 ½-inch bore x 5-inch 
stroke, and there is a Kellogg tire pump 
mounted on the transmission,” Manherz 
said. “We still have all the original 
manuals and correspondence that came 
with the car [when new].” 

 

The second owner gave the American 
some needed repairs and TLC back in the 
1950s and took the car on the 1955 and 
1963 Glidden Tours, according to 
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Manherz. The third owner purchased the 
car in 1965. 

The Manherzes have never given the 
American a complete restoration, but they 
have worked hard to keep the car looking 
nice and running well — which hasn’t 
always been easy. Most of the leather in 
the window-less tourer is original. New 
carpets and a new soft top were installed 
in 2009. Following the 2009 AACA Fall 
Meet in Hershey, Pa., where the 
American got it’s Senior Award (it had 
earned a Junior Award earlier at 
Gettysburg), the couple had the valve 
seats and springs redone. 

 

Susan, who gets most of the seat time in 
Bud, noticed the difference immediately 
after the valve work. “I always drive it. 
He’s my boy,” she laughed. “After we did 
the valve job, he’s full of power! It’s 
actually kind of scary. He’s running on all 
six and he’ll snap your neck back … 
When you think about it, it was a pretty 
powerful car for that time. The only 
drawback is the two-wheel brakes. You’ve 
gotta remember with all that power, you 
gotta stop! But it’s a fun car. 

“It drives pretty nice, yeah. It kind of 
drives like a limo, or a crew cab truck. It 
has a big turning radius, but it truly is 
enjoyable to drive. What’s neat is that big 
fat steering wheel. You can really grip it. 
It’s fun.” 

 

The Maryland winters are certainly milder 
than Januarys in Rochester, so these 
days the American is pretty much a year-
round machine. Its owners are not shy 
about taking it out on any day of the year 
when rain isn’t in the forecast. That 
sometimes means bundling up with an 
extra hat or sweatshirt, but Susan insists 
that the car is comfortable even on chilly 
days. “Hey, with those side curtains you 

don’t get cold!” she joked. “Actually, on 
the carburetor it has a thing that you can 
turn so you’re not sucking in outside air. 
You’re just running off warm air from the 
manifold and he stays pretty happy that 
way. 

 

“He likes it better when he gets out every 
two weeks or so. He’s never really put 
away for the winter. I have an oil pan 
heater in the winter to keep the oil heated 
up. Otherwise we put cardboard up by the 
radiator and we go out … It seems like if 
the atmosphere is humid or anything 
you’ve got to fiddle with the carburetor 
and if you don’t have it just right, he’s 
going to be finicky changing gears, or 
wanting more gas. You can usually tell 
before you leave the driveway how he’s 
going to be!” 

The couple also has a 1937 Packard 
touring sedan and 1953 Packard 
convertible, “and those cars get driven,” 
Susan said. 

The American makes regular 
appearances at car shows in its area and 
participated in the 2007 AACA Vintage 
tour for cars born before 1928. Mostly, 
though, he is a Sunday driver, rolling 
easily around the local neighborhood with 
that familiar shiny mouth in front and 
smiling passengers inside — even if it’s a 
little cool outside. 

 

Not many people who see the car 
probably realize it is the ultimate orphan, 
the last survivor of an obscure breed. 

He’d probably look great in a museum 
somewhere, or lined up alongside other 
ultra-rare survivors of various ilks. As far 
as the Manherzes are concerned, though, 
he’s a permanent member of their family, 
and he’s not going anywhere. “Oh, we’ve 
had lots of people [try to buy it],” Susan 
said. “No, he’s not for sale. You figure, I 
could never get another one. If he was 
gone, he’d be gone for good. 

“And his personality grows on you. He’s 
part person.” 

 

 
“WHERE SPEED KNOWS 
NO LIMITS” 

For 2012, Division 5 will be continuing the 
Pit Vehicle registration program. All pit 
vehicles will be required to register and 
get a serialized sticker which must be 
displayed on the vehicle. This pass is 
good at any Division 5 track. 
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For a complete schedule for 2011: 
www.topenddragways.com 

 

The speedway was much honored to be 
named the business of the year by the 
Jamestown Chamber of Commerce. 
Thanks to all our staff, drivers, fans and 
sponsors for making this special award 
possible.

 

Join us for Jamestown Speedway's for 
the Fair Races on Saturday July 14th, 
2012 sponsored by Don Wilhelm. 
Featuring Wissota Modified Midwest 
Mods, Street Stocks, Bombers & 
Hornets.  Dirt track racing action at its 
finest. Watch your favorite drivers 

compete, enjoy the great food and have 
tons of dirty fun. The best value for your 
entertainment dollar. 
 
Pit Opens: 3PM Draw Cut Off: 5:15PM 
Racing Starts at 6pm 
Advance Tickets: Available at both Stop-
N-Go locations, Neighborhood Grocery 
and Cenex Convenience Store 
For The KIDS: Each night at the 
Jamestown Speedway there is the Hugo's 
& Nestle candy toss and junior trophy 
presenting. 
 
Congrats to Saturday July 7th, 2012 
Winners. 

 
Hornets: #62 Dylan Wiesz 

 
Bombers: #22 Cory Rodin 

 
Midwest Modified: #24X Steve Ost 

 

Street Stocks: #18 Joe Jacobson 

 
Modified: #5 Johnny Corell 
 
Complete results @ SpeedNetDirect.com 

 

Kart Racing under the lights on Friday, 
July 13th.  Come enjoy a night of Kart 
racing beginning at 7pm.  These races 
will be a “Dash for Cash".  Instead of 
points, the drivers will be racing for cash 
prizes.  The night will be an exciting one, 
you won’t want to miss.  See you at the 
races! 

Jamestown Drag Racing 

 

The Jamestown Drag Racing Association 
was founded in 2000 by six middle aged 

http://www.topenddragways.com/
http://www.donwilhelm.com/
http://speednetdirect.com/results.php?track_id=6074
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drag racing fanatics from Jamestown that 
enjoyed and sometimes raced in Fargo, 
ND at the Interstate Dragways, as well as 
the Harvey Airport in Harvey, ND. The 
inaugural race was held in 2001 at the 
Jamestown Regional Airport. This year, 
2012, will be our 10th race. 

Currently the races use the south end of 
runway 04 with the pit area around 
taxiway echo and the adjoining field. With 
some of the proceeds of our races we 
have been able to purchase our own 
public address system, runway cleanup 
equipment along with traction aid 
equipment. 

The Association appreciates the support 
from Community Businesses, Airport 
Authority, Buffalo City Tourism 
Foundation and the Jamestown Fire 
Department. The Association meets 
approximately every two weeks from 
March until the race. Meetings are held 
every Thursday at 7:00 PM, at the 
Jamestown Fire Department hall. 
Interested individuals are welcome to 
attend and there is currently no 
membership fee at this time. 

 The following are the meeting dates for 
the 2012 calendar year. We will meet the 
3rd Thursday of every month. The 
meetings will be held at the Fire hall at 
7:00pm, unless otherwise noted.  

July 12th  
July 19th & 26th will be held on the 
Airport grounds  
July 28th & 29th - RACE DAYS  
 
 

 
 

       

 

 

 

The James Valley Off Roaders began 
when a group of racing enthusiasts 
encouraged a friend to let them use a 
field South of Jamestown to begin racing 
each other. The result: a well organized 
team of race lovers who dedicate their 
summers to racing all over North Dakota. 
We've worked hard to provide a safe, 
controlled environment for anyone looking 
to put their 4x4's to the test without the 
worry of red lights in the rear view mirror! 

CALENDAR OF 
EVENTS 

7/12/2012 Jamestown Drag Racing 
  Meeting @ Fire Hall 7:00 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/13/2012 Buffalo City Karting 
  Dash for Cash 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/14/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  Fair Races 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/14/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

7/15/2012 Quick 16 also featuring the 
  Midwest Wild Bunch 

  Glyndon, MN 

7/17/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00 
  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/19/2012 Jamestown Drag Racing 

  
Meeting @ Airport Grounds 
7:00 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/19/2012 
Corvettes of Dakota 
Territory 

to Black Hills Corvette Classic 
7/21/2012 Spearfish, S.Dak. 

7/21/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  NOSA Sprint Special 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/22/2012 Buffalo City Karting 
  5th Race 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/26/2012 Jamestown Drag Racing 

  
Meeting @ Airport Grounds 
7:00 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/28/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  Quad Races 
  Boy & Girl Scout Night 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/28/2012 Jamestown Drag Racing 
& Race Days 

7/29/2012 Jamestown, N.Dak. 

7/28/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

7/29/2012 Glyndon, MN 

8/4/2012 Top End Dragways 
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  Tintmasters Street Legal Day 

  Glyndon, MN 

8/5/2012 Buffalo City Karting 
  6th Race 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

8/11/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  NLRA Late Model Special 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

8/11/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

8/12/2012 Quick 16 also featuring the 
  King of the Track 

  Glyndon, MN 

8/12/2012 Buffalo City Karting 
  7th Race 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

8/14/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00 
  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

8/17/2012 Magic City Dragway 
to Points Drag Races 

8/19/2012 Minot, N.Dak. 

8/18/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  Season Championship 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

8/25/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

8/26/2012 MN State Championship 
  Glyndon, MN 

8/31/2012 Motor Magic 
to Car Show, Races, Auction 

9/2/2012 Minot, N.Dak. 

8/31/2012 Magic City Dragway 
to Motor Magic Points 

9/2/2012 Minot, N.Dak. 

9/1/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  Midwest Mod Special 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

9/2/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  Street Stock Special 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

9/8/2012 Bridge City Cruisers 

  
Wings & Wheels Show & 
Shine 

  Valley City, N.Dak. 

9/8/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

9/6/2012 Quick 16 Weekend 
  Glyndon, MN 

9/11/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00 
  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

9/21/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
& Stock Car Stampede 

9/22/2012 Jamestown, N.Dak. 

9/22/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Tintmasters Street Legal Day 

9/23/2012 High Dollar Quick 8 Race 
  Glyndon, MN 

9/29/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

9/30/2012 National Dragster Challenge 

  
Featuring Midwest Wild 
Bunch 

  Glyndon, MN 

10/6/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

10/7/2012 Quick 16 Weekend 
  2012 Points Championship 

  Glyndon, MN 

10/13/2012 Top End Dragways 
  Tintmasters Street Legal Day 

  Glyndon, MN 

10/16/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00 
  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

10/20/2012 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

10/21/2012 Big Money Race Weekend 
  Glyndon, MN 

11/13/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Meeting @ Quality Inn 7:00 
  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

12/1/2012 Jamestown Speedway 
  Awards Banquet at Shady's 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

12/11/2012 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Awards Banquet 5:30 Social 
  Hour, Dinner @ 6:30, Awards 

  
Presentation & Auction@ 
7:00 

  Jamestown, N.Dak. 

 

CAR CLUB SITES  

www.bridgecitycruisers.com 

www.classtiques.com  

Badlands Drifters Car Club 

www.badlandsdrifters.com 

 
www.buggies-n-blues.org 

www.classtiques.com  

Counts of Cobblestone Car Club 

www.countscarclub.com 

www.dakotacruiser.com 

Corvettes of Dakota Territory 
www.cdtnd.com 

http://www.bridgecitycruisers.com/
http://www.classtiques.com/
http://www.badlandsdrifters.com/
http://www.buggies-n-blues.org/
http://www.classtiques.com/
http://www.countscarclub.com/
http://www.dakotacruiser.com/
http://www.cdtnd.com/


P a g e  | 22 

 

 

www.ndsra.com

 
www.pioneercarclub.com

www.primesteelcarclub.com 

www.topperscarclub.com 

SWAP SHOP 

 

James Valley Street Machines members 
advertise for free. Ad runs until the item is 
sold. Contact “Skovy” 701-202-7067. 

The “RUMBLER” magazine is a collection of stories 
from various magazines, internet sites, and club 
members. Any opinion express or implied is not that of 
the James River Street Machines or any of their 
members, but of those whose name is associated with 
the stories. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ndsra.com/
http://www.ndsra.com/
http://www.pioneercarclub.com/
http://www.pioneercarclub.com/
http://www.primesteelcarclub.com/
http://www.topperscarclub.com/
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