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LOOKING TOWARDS THE 

FUTURE! 

 

Written by Skovy 

It’s March everybody! Not many 

more days and we’ll be getting 
our summer fun vehicles out and 

about and ready to roll! 

We had a very productive 
meeting last time at the Quality 

Inn. May ideas were discussed 
and we came to some decisions. 

We were gathered around the 

fireplace, very relaxed with iced 
refreshments in our hand having 

a fun conversation of what to do 
with summer activities. 

 

These meeting are really relaxed 

and we sure have a ton of fun at 
them. We meet next at the 

Quality Inn on March 12th. Hope 

you can make this one. 

Again, the James Valley Street 
Machines is completely solvent. 

We talked about the new format 
of the “RUMBLER” now that it is 

even being mailed in color. I’ve 

heard many responses about 
seeing the magazine at various 

facilities around town. 1358 are 
now being distributed locally and 

around the state. The 

“RUMBLER” is definitely 
becoming viral. Gotta love it! 

At the meeting we discussed the 

summer rod runs that we had on 
Friday nights here in Jamestown. 

It was agreed that every week 
wouldn’t be as fun as maybe 

twice a month instead.   We 

agreed to table more talk about 
these summer gatherings at the 

March meeting. 

 

We also discussed with 
enthusiasm of meeting the 

Jamestown Classic Car Club and 
Bridge City Cruisers this summer 

in a fun location. Sanborn? 

Oakes? Lamoure? I’ll be in 
contact with our sister clubs in 

March and hopefully I can talk 
Scott Anderson to come to the 

meeting and we can start 

arranging this Rally. 

Craig Gaier was at the meeting 
and was telling us how the 

Jamestown Classic Car Club’s 
Winter Car Show went. Sounds 

like they made some money for 
their organization and had a 

great turnout. We discussed that 

our organization would like to get 
involved and help during the 

JCCC’S summer extravaganza. 
More discussion will have to be in 

the future about that item. 

Our article “Around Mill Hill” was 
a hit last month. Thank you all 

for the e-mails telling me stories 
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about other facilities in and 
around Jamestown. This month is 

going to be Appleby’s. If you 

want to be part of this article and 
get a free meal out of it, please 

ad your name to the list and we’ll 
get you fit in to the schedule. It’s 

fun! 

Again, our organization is 
supporting the Buffalo City 

Karting Club, Jamestown Drag 

Racers, and the Jamestown 
Speedway. 

 

We are going to have small 

decals of our club logo made up 

by Roughrider Signs. They won’t 
be gaudy and members should 

put them on their cars and brag 
up our organization. 

Well, won’t be windy. Many of 

you have paid your 2013 dues 
already but if you haven’t please 

do. Oh, by the way, Tom Ravely 

won the $20.00 drawing last 
week. Congratulations Tom. See 

you at the next meeting! 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS FOR THE 
MONTH OF JANUARY 

 

Lucinda Christianson 03/01 

Annie Meyer  03/02 

Clayton Wolff  03/06  
Linda Jacobson  03/07  

JR Lang   03/07 
Alma Lulay  03/17 

LeRoy Moser  03/16 

Cal Ova   03/19 
Roger Mathias  03/21 

Kelly Seckerson  03/21  
 
Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 
 

 
 

 
 

FLIGHT INFORMATION 

 

 
 

Jamestown Regional Airport 
offers daily DIRECT FLIGHTS to 

and from Minneapolis. This 

means that you can easily 
connect with flights traveling 

around the world while enjoying 

the convenience of flying from 
Jamestown, ND. We offer quality 

service, quick check-ins, and 

short security lines. Book your 
tickets today! 

 

 

AIRLINE INFORMATION  

 
Jamestown is served by Great 

Lakes Airlines, which features 
three round-trip flights to 

Minneapolis daily, connecting 

anywhere in the world! 
 

 
 
The local phone number for the 
airline is 701-252-3414, and 

for ticket reservations, 800-221-

1212 or 800-554-5111. 
Contact the airline with questions 

regarding flights, baggage, and 
other travel needs. When 

booking flights, use the airport 
identifier JMS. Passengers are 

requested to arrive about 1 hour 

prior to their scheduled domestic 
departure time. 
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SEARLE SWEDLUND 
Executive Director 

 

 
 

A Decade of Good Work 

Nina Sneider will retire from her 
esteemed career in tourism at 

the end of March.  During her 
successful tenure her many 

accomplishments include 

securing a grant to refurbish the 
World’s Largest Buffalo from the 

Hampton Inn, leading the board 
and volunteers to earn the State 

Chamber of Commerce Tourism 

and Recreation Award in 2007 
and collaborating with the 

Jamestown community to “Name 
That Buffalo,” a project that 

earned international attention. 

Nina will be remembered as a 
pioneer to this community for 

forging the Buffalo City Tourism 

Foundation.  I invite you to her 
farewell event, March 21 from 

4:30 to 6:15 p.m. at the National 
Buffalo Museum. 

Mark your calendars – there are 

plenty of fun activities coming up 
in Jamestown! Listed below are 

just a few: 

 MARCH: 

One Hit Wonders, Ice Show from 
March 15-17, Wilson Arena 

32 Below Concert on March 16, 

Jamestown Civic Center 

Easter egg Hunt on March 30, 
McElroy Park 

 APRIL: 

Shrine Circus on April 2, 

Jamestown Civic Center 

Fraternal Order of the Police 
Concert on April 3, Jamestown 

Civic Center 

Buffalo City Airplane Show on 
April 6, Buffalo Mall 

For more details on these and 

other upcoming events, see the 
calendar in this newsletter or visit 

our new website at 

www.tourjamestown.com! 

Searle Swedlund, Executive 
Director, BCTF 

 

 

Is Chevrolet Planning 
An Even Cheaper 

"Budget Corvette" 
Coupe? 

 

 
2014 Corvette  

Pricing hasn't yet been 
announced for the upcoming 

2014 Corvette, but if it's anything 
like the outgoing Corvette C6, it 

will start around $50,000. But 

there's a possibility that 
Chevrolet is working on an even 

less expensive "budget Corvette." 

  

http://www.tourjamestown.com/
http://jalopnik.com/is-chevrolet-planning-an-even-cheaper-budget-corvette-450808967
http://jalopnik.com/is-chevrolet-planning-an-even-cheaper-budget-corvette-450808967
http://jalopnik.com/is-chevrolet-planning-an-even-cheaper-budget-corvette-450808967
http://jalopnik.com/is-chevrolet-planning-an-even-cheaper-budget-corvette-450808967
http://jalopnik.com/tag/2014-corvette
http://jalopnik.com/tag/2014-corvette
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According to this report from an 
unnamed source in Motor Trend, 

Chevrolet is working on bargain 

Corvette that won't be called 
Stingray. They claim it will simply 

be dubbed the Corvette Coupe. 

 

 

Don't worry, 'Vette purists -- they 
say it will still have a V8, just a 

smaller 5.3-liter mill with under 

400 horsepower. And that will 
supposedly come with a lesser 

price tag than the Stingray as 
well.  

While I'm a bit skeptical of this 
report, I do hope it becomes a 

reality. If you're willing to cope 
with the Corvette's shoddy 

interior and sometimes-

questionable build quality (two 
things that are going away with 

the new C7), the car has always 
been a tremendous performance 

bargain. Anything that gets that 
performance into the hands of 

enthusiasts for even less money 
is alright by me. 

Also, a "budget Corvette" that 
still performs well could help 

move the 'Vette away from the 
old, fat, bald guy demographic. If 

this gets younger drivers into 

Corvettes, it could be a win for 
GM and everyone else who likes 

to drive fast. 

What about you guys? Any 

interest in a 'Vette for less?  

 

COMICAL STORY 
 

 

Quick, bring me a beer 

 
A man came home from work, 

sat down in his favorite chair, 
turned on the TV and said to his 

wife, "Quick, bring me a beer 
before it starts." His wife looked 

a little puzzled, but brought him 

a beer. When he finished it, he 
said, "Quick, bring me another 

beer. It's gonna start." This time 
she looked a little angry, but 

brought him a beer. When it was 

gone, he said "Quick another 
beer before it starts." "That's it!" 

She blows her top. "You jerk! 
You waltz in here, flop your fat 

butt down, don't even say hello 
to me and then expect me to run 

around like your slave. Don't you 

realize that I cook and clean and 
wash and iron all day long?" The 

husband sighed. "Here we 
go...it's started." 

 

AROUND MILL HILL 
 

 
 

Around Mill Hill is going to be a 

monthly evaluation of area 
businesses. If you are a paid 

member of the JVSM and would 
like to take part in this program, 

please let me know 
Skovy@donwilhelm.com and I 

will add your name to the list. 

 
Last month, Shawn Erdahl, Dawn 

Erdahl, Bob Lulay, Alma Lulay 
and I went to Appleby’s and 

evaluated the service and food 

we received. 
 

mailto:Skovy@donwilhelm.com
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Mind you, this article is not 
written to slam and business, but 

it is written to make the public 

aware of services the Jamestown 
residence are getting. 

 
Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5 

rating.  A number 5 is the best 

rating and a 0 rating is area 
needing work.  There is a total of 

600 points to be scored. 30 
points per line and there are 20 

fields that are evaluated. 
 

Again, these evaluations are not 

for the intention for getting 
anybody fired or to slam a 

business. It is a fact finding 
mission.  

“Appleby’s” 

 

Meals were … Lemon Shrimp 

Fettuccini and Parmesan Shrimp 
Sirloin Steak 

MEET & GREET: 
1. Convey the feeling that 

you were a valued 

customer: 
28 points 93.33% 

2. Seat you and deliver 

menus in a courteous 
manner: 

30 points 100.00% 
3. Was the staff properly 

attired? 

30 points 100.00% 
 

SERVER: 
1. Suggest a beverage or 

specialty drink: 

15 points 50.00% 

2. Appear to be 
knowledgeable about the 

menu items: 

16 Points 53.33% 
3. Remain attentive 

throughout the dining 
experience: 

21 Points 70.00% 

4. Mention/Offer Appetizer? 
Options: 

17 points  56.67% 
 

APPETIZER: 
1. Serve the soup or salad 

within a reasonable time: 

21 Points 70.00% 
2. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 
prepared? 

25 points 83.33% 

 
ENTRÉE: 

1. Were appropriate 
condiments served? 

16 Points 53.33% 
2. Check back to ensure 

that your meal was 

satisfactory: 
25 Points 83.33% 

3. Offer refills on 
beverage/drinks: 

23 Points 76.67% 

4. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 

prepared? 
17 Points 56.67% 

 

DESERT: 
1. Mention/Offer Desert? 

Options: 
21 Points 70.00% 

2. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 

prepared? 

23 Points 76.67% 
 

GENERAL: 
1. Did they appear to be 

busy and efficient in their 

work? 
22 Points 73.33% 

2. Were the tables properly 
bussed? 

23 Points 76.67% 

3. Did the bartenders 
appear neat and 

professional in their 
appearance? 

25 Points 83.33% 

4. Did the overall dining 
experience meet or 

exceed your 
expectations: 

21 Points 70.00% 
5. Were there enough 

employees to take care 

of guests? 
25 Points 83.33% 

 
5. TOTAL POINTS: 

444 points 74.00% 

 
EVALUATION: 
When the server was asked what 
wine she would suggest we 

received a correct and fantastic 
response. The server suggested a 

Pinot that was fantastic.  

 
For the appetizer the server 

suggested a new item they had. 
Pretzels. She was correct. The 

appetizer was perfect and we ate 

it all. It just goes to show you 
that if the employees enjoy a 

certain item, they will promote it 
to the customers. 

 

A bloody Mary was ordered by 
one of the evaluators and the 

drink was also great. 
 

When the meals came to the 
table there was some confusion 

of what steak went with what 

meal. The steaks were switched 
but with the dynamics of the 

plate it wouldn’t have been right 
to reheat the steak.  

 

The server offered to put the 
steak on the grille for a little 

longer and we said no. When we 
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were almost done, the manager 
came to our table and offered to 

replace the steak but the 

evaluator made due and had 
their fill already. 

 
All the evaluation staff were 

impressed that on a Wednesday 

night this facility was as busy as 
it was. Nice to see people in 

Jamestown getting out and 
about. 

 
Suggestions at this time: I think 

a little more time would be in 

order for the cook and wait staff 
to coordinate what goes where. 

Although the food was great the 
only glitch was the switching of 

steaks. Not a major problem in 

any way or shape. Having some 
sort of wine special and servers 

promoting that special would be 
also great for the wine lovers in 

the community. There is quite a 
few. 

 

The ambiance of the facility is 
sports related and fun.  

 
The “RUMBLER” magazine and 

the evaluators rate Appleby’s 

with a 74.00% Great job to Jess 
Wald and her team. It’s very hard 

to be rated in excess of 70% with 
this discriminating team. 

The ambiance of the facility is 

fantastic and relaxing.  
 

 
 

 

 

MUSCLE CAR FLOPS 

The 5 least muscular muscle 
cars. 

By FoxNews.com  

 

 

When the golden age of muscle 
cars ended in 1973, fuel 

shortages, insurance rate 

increases and emissions laws 
ushered in what has been 

popularly dubbed “The Malaise 
Era,” which saw low-

compression, low-horsepower 

engines and cars that may have 
looked like muscle cars but sure 

didn’t perform like them. Here 
are some of the 98-pound 

weaklings of the immediate post-
muscle era: 

 

1. 1976 Ford Mustang II 

Cobra: The Mustang II Cobra 
was famous as the ride of Farrah 

Fawcett in the first season of 
“Charlie’s Angels.” While it 

reprised the name of the famous 

Carroll Shelby sports car, there 
was little that was sporty about 

the car other than its faux racing 
stripes. With just 140 hp from a 

302 V-8, 0-60 took more than 10 
seconds. 

 

2. 1980 “California” Corvette: 

Anyone who remembers 
“California emissions” as one of 

the litany of recited options on 
game show giveaway cars of the 

’70s knows that the Golden State 
has always had tougher smog 

laws than anyone else. Already 

down about 600 percent in power 
from the mid-’60s, in 1980 GM 

couldn’t provide the Corvette 
with a 350 V-8 that was clean 

enough for Cali, so an anemic 

305 was substituted. It was a 
new post-1954 low for the ’Vette. 

 

 

3. 1974 Pontiac GTO: The last 

of the “real” GTOs were sold in 
the 1972 model year. For 1974, 



P a g e  | 8 

 
the GTO was based on the 
Ventura, Pontiac’s version of the 

Chevy Nova. A 200 hp 350 ci V-8 

was the only engine available. 
Still, given the car’s relatively 

light weight, its sub-8-second 0-
60 run makes it the speedster on 

this list. 

 

4. 1981 Chevrolet Camaro 
Z/28: Perhaps the nadir of the 

stone knife and bearskin 

approach to emission controls, 
the ’81 Camaro Z/28 with a 5.7-

liter V-8 came with a whopping 
165 hp if you ordered the manual 

transmission. To put that into 

perspective, the 1.6-liter turbo 
four in a new Chevy Cruze is 

rated at 181 hp. 

 

5. 1980-81 Pontiac Turbo 
Trans Am: Along with the 

Mustang II Cobra, the Turbo T/A 
may be the champ on this list 

when it comes to the graphics 

package writing a check that the 
engine couldn’t cash. A weight 

problem and the disappointing 
output of the turbocharged 301 ci 

V-8 combined for a car that was 
to the Trans Am what “Smokey 

and the Bandit Part 3” was to 
sequels.  

COMICAL STORY 
 

 
 

Great Golf Game 

One day there was a middle aged 
man playing a dismal round of 
golf.  
 
When he got to the 7th hole, his 
shot took a hard slice into the 
woods.  
 
When he found the ball he 
noticed there was a tiny little 
fella laid out on the ground with 
a nasty egg on his head.  
After helping the little fella up 
the man asked if he was ok. 
"Well I'm alright, and truth be 
told I'm a Lepracon.  
 
Seeing as you caught me fair and 
square, I'll give you 3 wishes!" 
the man replied "oh no! I 
couldn’t do that, I'm just happy 
you’re ok!” lined up he's nexted 
horrible shot, and went on his 
way. 
 
Being impressed at what an 
upstanding fella the golfer was, 
the Lepracon said "I'll give him 
three gifts then! 1) Unlimited 
money, 2) The perfect game of 
golf every time he plays and 3) A 
great sex life!" 

A few years later the golf played 
the same course. When he made 
the 7th hole, he landed a perfect 
shot a few from the pin. When 
he made it to the green, the Lil 
Lepracon popped out and said 
hello. 
 
The Lepracon then asked the 
man how his golf has been. 
"Perfect! I can do no wrong since 
the day I met you!" "I did that for 
you because you’re such a fine 
fella! So how are your finances?" 
"It's amazing, every time I put my 
hand in my pocket; I pull out a 
new $50!" "Another gift from 
me! So lastly", asked the 
Lepracon as he leaned in with a 
smirk "How’s your sex life???" 
The golfer turned a Lil red and 
looked around carefully before 
answering "about 3 times a 
week" "what? That’s it? My last 
gift was an amazing sex life! I 
can’t understand why it's not 
working for you!" answers the 
golfer "well, that’s pretty good 
considering I'm a catholic priest 
from a very small town."  
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CLASSIC CAR 

SUMMARY: 

1974 CHEVROLET 

CUSTOM VAN 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

Scott Kauffman is one of those 
rare guys that can use his vehicle 
as a verb. Not everybody can pull 

that off. 

“Hey Hon, I’m just gonna 
Mustang down the store, do we 
need any milk?” or “Let’s Super 

88 over to Bob’s house tonight,” 

just doesn’t work. But when you 
own a super-groovy, all-original, 

rolling motel room ’70s van like 
Kauffman does, you can speak 

your own language. 

“Back in the ’70s, vanning was 
huge!” says Kauffman, a resident 

of York, Pa. “There were van 
clubs all over, especially in the 

Northeast where we live. There 

were van shows every weekend. 
There were four or five 

magazines that were all about 
the custom van hobby… People 

went camping and went to lots of 

shows. It was a really big thing. 

“And vanning has never stopped; 
it’s just a lot smaller than it was 

back then.” 

Kauffman was a child of the ’70s, 
so he grew up with his share of 
customized vans, most of them 

serving as daily transportation 

and weekend vacation machines 
long before minivans and SUVs 

took over. He dabbled with a 
variety of collector vehicles over 

the years and had some fun with 
a 1977 Chevrolet “shorty” custom 

van for a while, but nothing like 

the dazzling “Emerald Express” 
1974 Chevrolet custom van that 

he discovered last year. 

 

 

“I bought it off Craigslist,” he 
said. “I knew a little about the 
van. I had seen it before and the 



P a g e  | 10 

 
gentleman who had it before me 
— he was the second owner — 

he had it at a show and I had 

seen a picture of it in a local 
newspaper. 

“They were asking a lot more 
than I could afford to pay for it, I 

can tell you that. The van had 
been sitting outside for a couple 

of months since the second 
owner had passed away … It was 

sitting outside, it was dirty, it was 

July when I went to go look at it 
and it was hot, but the van was 

just so original! The tires were 
20-plus years old. The [wheel] 

flairs had a few small chips and 
cracks. There were things that 

needed to be done. Nothing had 

been done to it in 20-plus years, 
but it was perfect because 

everything was there. It didn’t 
need anything. It had all been 

painted green up underneath and 

in the suspension. You could 
loosen every bolt on it … It was 

just an amazing example, 
especially for the Northeast.” 

It took a little convincing and 
some negotiating, but Kauffman 

was finally able to pry loose the 
van and bring it home. “I said 

that if I can’t have it, that’s OK, 

but you need to do something 
with in it or you’re gonna destroy 

it,” he said. “If you just let it 
keep sitting outside like that, you 

are just going to ruin it. That 
paint and the lacing and 

everything, you can’t re-do that. 

If it all starts cracking and 
deteriorating, it would just be 

destroyed.” 

A couple days later, Kauffman 

had his Emerald Express, 
becoming the proud third owner 

of the vehicle. That also meant 
delivering a bit of a shock to his 

wife, April. “I had told her about 
it, but when I brought it home 

and she first saw it sitting in the 

driveway, she said, ‘Good God, 
there are no words that could 

prepare me for that!’” 

 

 

The Chevy had been ticketed to 
be a show van right from the 
start. It was ordered as a 

stripped-down 3/4-ton G-Series 

Model 20 panel van. It was the 
“shorty” version, meaning it rode 

on a 110-inch wheelbase chassis 
instead of the 125-inch chassis. 

It sported a two-tone Blarney 
Green and white paint job and 

featured power steering, tilt 

wheel, bucket seats in front, AM 
radio, an “appearance package” 

that included chrome bumpers 
and trim, and rally wheels. Under 

the hood is the original 350-cid 

V-8 fed through a four-barrel 
carburetor and mated to an 

automatic gear box. 

After bringing it home, the 

original owner, Larry Warner of 
Biglerville, Pa., went to work 

turning the Chevy into a show 
pony — low on practicality, but 

long on fun. He framed and 
insulated the back half “like you 

would frame up a house,” 

Kauffman noted, mounting 12 
speakers and then paneling and 

carpeting around them. The 
center of the van has several sets 

of cabinets, an ice box, TV and 

an upholstered “foot stool” that 
actually hides the spare tire. The 

ceiling is covered with a white 
vinyl-like material with gold 

ribbing on the seams. Heavy 
green shag carpet is everywhere, 

even up the sides of the custom-

built console in front. 

 

 

 

And the crowning touch, of 
course, is the bed in back, 

complete with white faux fur 
bedspread, custom-made 

curtains, black light and black 

light pictures and a color organ 
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light, which pulses and blinks to 
the music thumping from the 8-

track player. 

Every inch of the van’s interior 
and exterior was given the 
custom treatment, from the 

paneled front doors and dash, to 

the narrow aftermarket front 
seats, to the bar signs and liquor 

speed rail in back (no, the liquor 
bottles aren’t full – but they are 

about 40 years old and came 

with the sale). 

The engine is “bone stock” 
according to Kauffman, aside 

from the Thrush side pipes that 

happily disturb the peace. 

 

No self-respecting 1974 vanner 
would pass up the chance to 

spray some fancy paint, and 
Warner went all out with his 

Emerald Express. The van’s sides 
are sectioned off into panels 

along the originally white middle. 
The white was then dressed up 

with a fancy green lace spray 

design, with a darker green 
artwork above that and some 

intricate “Emerald Express” 

lettering and airbrushing running 
horizontally below the roofline. 

The four wheel flairs were all 

integrated into the paint job, as 
was the front chin spoiler. A huge 

CB antenna is secured in place on 
the driver’s side. 

The van was apparently a big hit 
on the show circuit in the mid-to-

late ’70s, and Kauffman inherited 
plenty of plaques and hardware 

to prove it. The plaques show the 

van appeared at places such as 
the Susquehanna Valley Van 

Show, Baltimore World of 
Wheels, Hershey World of 

Wheels and others. “He only 
showed it in East Coast stuff, but 

back then there were van shows 

every weekend somewhere,” 
Kauffman said. “I’ve literally got 

a van full of trophies for it back 
in the day.” 

Eventually, the van “ran its 
course” as a show vehicle, 

Kauffman said, and Warner 
pretty much parked it for good 

about 1981. The fancy Chevy 

rarely moved for many years and 
was eventually sold to a second 

owner four or five years ago. “He 
had always loved the van, but 

Larry wouldn’t sell it to him,” 

Kaufmann added. “So when he 
got it, he used it and enjoyed. He 

drove it, which is what you’re 
supposed to do with it.” 

By the time he found the van, 

Kauffman was finding that such 
all-original custom creations were 

becoming hard to find. Not many 

fancy show vans from the golden 
age of ’70s vanning were kindly 

preserved — a fact that made the 
Emerald Express even more 

appealing. 

 

“Most of the ones you see today 
that survived have that custom 

company look. They all look kind 

of the same, just maybe in 
different colors,” he noted. “They 

were done by conversion 
companies, most of them, but 

this is one of a kind. There is not 
another one like it.” 

It’s the kind of van Kauffman 
might have created for himself 

back in the 1970s. The longer he 
has the van, however, the more 

Kauffman’s respect grows for the 

skill and time invested by those 
who could trick out a van by 

themselves. “You had to be a 
painter, a woodworker and 

upholsterer, and you don’t 

normally find that today,” he 
said. “I go to a lot of hot rod and 

custom car shows … and I get a 
lot of those guys come up to me 

and talking about how when 

things were slow in the ’70s, they 
made a living doing custom vans. 

A lot of custom car builders did 
vans back then to make ends 

meet and pay the bills. Vans 
were huge.” 
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The Emerald Express currently 
has 50,000-plus miles on its clock 

and Kauffman won’t be shy about 
adding more. He expects to show 

it off as often as he can at van 
and truck shows and old car 

shows. It’s doubtful he will be 

taking off on any cross-country 
trips, however. The van is tons of 

fun to drive — but only to a 
certain point. “I love driving it as 

much as I can and it’s great, 
other than it doesn’t have air and 

it’s a hot sweaty shag box in the 

summertime,” he said. “But I’m 
not going to put air in it. I’m not 

going to change it … 

 

“I’d love to take it to California 

and go to some of the car shows 
and van shows, but the trip 

would be too hard I think on the 
van, plus with no overdrive and 

no A/C… And with those 

sidepipes on it, it’s very loud. You 
have the windows down on the 

highway, it’s loud! All that noise 
and wind noise makes you tired.” 

So far, Kauffman hasn’t had to 
do much to keep his van looking 

and running good. He’s rebuilt 
the carburetor and fuel pump 

and done some other routine 

maintenance. A few nicks in the 
chin spoiler and fender flairs 

have been touched up with GM 

factory green paint. “I’m lucky all 
that lace is OK,” he noted. “I 

could never match that.” 

 

Kauffman figures he’s the perfect 
owner for such a wild and crazy 
machine. He had been looking for 

something fun and different, and 

something he could relate to. The 
Emerald Express has certainly 

been that. 

 

 

“Even though I’m probably more 
of a ’50s and ’60s car guy, if you 

grow up with that [’70s] stuff, 

you kind of gravitate to it,” he 
said. “As much as I love the stuff 

from the ’50s and ’60s — cars 
and hot rods — I always wanted 

something with a name, and this 
is the Emerald Express. Plus, I 

never had the guts to paint any 

of my cars a wild paint scheme 

like this. This has just kind of 
solved a lot of things for me!” 

 

 

 

“2013 WINTER WHEELS 
CAR SHOW A BIG 

SUCCESS” 

 

The “2013 WINTER WHEELS CAR 

SHOW” at the Jamestown Civic 

Center was a big success, in that 
the “Jamestown Classic Car Club” 

had less than ten days to prepare 
for and advertise it.  The club 

president, Jack Meikle, had 
contacted Civic Center officials 

about getting a date to put on a 

car show in 2014, when he was 
told there was a date open in 

less than two weeks, so he had 
the club members contacted to 

see if they were interested in 

doing so and the response was 
inspiring.  An emergency meeting 
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set the wheels in motion to go 
forward with having the show on 

Saturday February 9th and entry 

day on the 8th.   

Complimentary food was 
available for participating entries 

and club members and all entries 
received a handsome 

participation plaque with a 
picture of their vehicle on instead 

of trophies.  All plaques were 

paid for by contributing 
business’s and sponsors, to which 

the club thanks.   

There were approximately 55 
vehicles (great for such short 

notice) and every type was 
represented; from the usual 

classics to a 1949 custom built 

Ford motorcycle with a flathead 
V8, to a stock-car, and they came 

from all around the area as far 
away as Bismarck, etc.  The club 

also had a special 

commemoration area set up in 
memory of Charles (Charlie) Fry, 

with memorabilia and several of 
his automobiles. Charlie was an 

active club member for many 
years before his passing.  

 

The weather co-operated and 

approximately 600 people 
showed up between 9:00 am and 

6:00 pm to see the vehicles.  
With the short notice everyone 

that attended enjoyed the show 

and the entrants their show 
plaques.  The show was deemed 

a huge success!  See everyone 
there next year for the 2014 

Winter Wheels Car & Motorcycle 

& Truck & what-ever has wheels 
and a motor in it Show; with a 

little more notice of course!    

(Written by Craig Gaier, vice-
president, Jamestown Classic Car 

Club) 

CLASSIC CAR 

SUMMARY: 

1963 1/2 Ford 
Falcon Sprint 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

Ford Motor Company built only 

4,602 of its fun, frisky little 
Falcon Sprint convertibles for the 

1963 model year. The Falcon 
Sprints flew in late that year as a 

mid-year arrival, and you might 

have had a hard time finding one 
at a dealer even if you were 

looking for one. 

 

John Rossi was one of the guys 
who got on the Sprint 

bandwagon very early. He was 
only in high school at the time 

and too young, and too poor, to 

buy one for himself, but that just 

made the new Sprints even more 
appealing. 

“My cousin bought one brand 
new when I was 16, and just 

thought it was the coolest thing,” 
recalled the Westchester, Pa., 

resident. “A few years later I 

finally bought a used one … I 
think I had it from 1970 to about 

’77, but I wound up selling it 
eventually. You know, the family 

came along and I needed 

another car. I didn’t think too 
much about it at the time. I 

didn’t realize it was anything 
special. 

“I was actually going to take it to 
a junkyard, but a guy at work 

who was into classic cars said, 
‘No, you don’t want to do that. 

Put it in the paper. You’ll get 
more for it. Someone will want 

this car.’ And he was right, but I 

didn’t get a lot for it.” 

Once Rossi did a little homework 
and learned a little more about 

the Sprints, the short-lived and 

probably sportiest members of 
the Falcon family tree, the more 

determined he was to have one 
as a hobby car one day. 

 

About five years ago, Rossi 
started getting serious about 

tracking down another Sprint, 
preferably a 1963 model like the 

one he had originally. He soon 
found one just like his original car 
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— in fact, it might have been his 
old Sprint — but he was too late 

to make the deal. “My original car 

was baby blue with a white top, 
and I found one just like it. I 

called on it, but it had already 
been sold. I’m not sure, but that 

may have been my old car. That 

was in, like, 2007.” 

 

Rossi’s luck changed drastically 
for the better, however, in 2010 

when he found an amazing 
30,000-mile all-original car — red 

with a white top and near-perfect 
red vinyl upholstery — that 

hadn’t really been driven since 

1969. It might be the most 
original 1963 Sprint left on the 

planet, and he had to have it. 

“I came across this one in 

Pinehurst, N.C. The guy had 
bought it from the original 

owner,” he said. “I flew down 
there and bought it on the spot. 

The guy who owned it originally 
also owned a Ford dealership. He 

had it from ’63 to ’69, and the 

guy drove it in his wedding in 
1969 and that was the last time 

the car was driven… It was so 
original that Ford actually used it 

in 2003 for their centennial 

celebration. I got a letter from 
Ford thanking him for the car and 

all that.” 

Clearly, both previous owners 

pampered the convertible Ford, 
and neither wanted to put any 

miles on it, but Rossi isn’t sure 

why. For some reason, both men 
kept the Sprint in the garage. 

 

“The original owner put 27-
28,000 miles on it, and he was 

getting up in years and probably 
decided it was time to sell it,” he 

said. “After he got it out of 

storage and let Ford use it in 
2003, he had it on display at his 

Ford dealership in a little town in 
Indiana. He had it right there in 

his showroom. 

 

“Then the [second] guy kept it 
for a couple of years and he 
decided to sell it… I never 

thought I was gonna find one 

that was a survivor like this. 
People see this car and think I’ve 

had it restored. I wasn’t looking 
for a basket case. I didn’t want to 

have to totally restore one. I 
figured I might find one like the 

other one I missed on that was 

like mine — a car that had been 
restored. Never in a million years 

did I think I’d find one that had 
been in storage for 35 years!” 

Ford added to an already good 
thing when it decided to pack 

some muscle into the Falcon in 
1963. The Falcon had debuted as 

the company’s first compact car 
in 1960 and was an immediate 

winner in showrooms. Lee 

Iacocca was plotting the 
company’s direction at the time, 

however, and he had more in 
mind than thrifty compacts. He 

wanted more horsepower, 

performance and fun available at 
every price point in the Ford 

lineup. A racier hardtop Falcon 
body style was added in January 

of 1963, and for the first time V-8 
power was available in the Falcon 

lineup. 

The 260-cid, two-barrel V-8 
made 164 hp and had plenty of 
torque — the perfect engine to 

drop in the Falcon’s sportier new 

body. That pairing became the 
basis of the Sprint package, 

which also offered bucket seats 
upholstered in vinyl, a 

dashboard-mounted tachometer, 

sport steering wheel, chrome 
valve covers and air cleaners, 

knock-off wire wheels covers and 
shiny rocker panel trim. “Sprint” 

and V-8 emblems are found on 
the front fenders. 

 

To accommodate the V-8 power, 
the suspension and body were 

stiffened, 10-inch drum brakes 
were swapped in on all four 

wheels, and five-lug rims 
replaced the four-lug wheels 

used on the six-cylinder models. 

A fully synchronized three-speed 

manual was the standard 
transmission offered, but 

automatic was available, as was 
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a Borg-Warner, floor-shifted four-
speed. 

 

A non-synchronized four-speed 
apparently also made it into 

some Sprints, as Rossi found out 
after he got his car home. “It 

took it in to a guy because I 

needed to have a rear axle seal 
replaced,” he said. “Well, these 

cars are supposed to have a four-
speed transmission all 

synchronized, but this was not. 
First gear is not synchronized. 

The guy said, ‘This car has the 

Drag Pack. I never even knew 
Ford had anything like that for 

these cars.’ He had never seen 
one before on a car like that, and 

it’s a Borg-Warner T-10, not the 

top-loader.” 

 

A total of 10,479 Sprint hardtops 

were built for the 1963 model 
year, more than double the 

number of ragtops. Those totals 

jumped to 13,830 hardtops and 
4,278 convertibles in 1964 before 

demand started to fade in 1965. 

Only about 2,800 hardtops and 
300 convertibles were built for 

’65. The drop in popularity for 
the Sprint, not coincidentally, 

came with the onset of Mustang 

fever. With the arrival of the 
iconic 1964 ½ pony car, the 

Sprint was quickly relegated to a 
small supporting role. Ford saw 

the handwriting on the wall and 
dumped the Sprint after ’65. The 

rest of the Falcon lineup made it 

five more years before finally 
being retired in 1970. 

So far, Rossi has had to do only a 
few minor things to his Sprint to 

keep it looking and running like a 
brand new car. He installed an 

original factory accessory clock 
“that I found brand new still in 

the box,” and he’s not ruling out 

adding a few more factory-
correct goodies. Mostly, though, 

he’s planning to keep the car 
looking as good as he can and do 

some occasional cruising with it. 
The car is just as much fun as he 

remembered from his days with 

his first Sprint back in the 1970s. 

 

“I haven’t had a lot of time to 
drive it the last two years,” Rossi 

said. “I’ve probably only put 
maybe 150 miles on it. This 

summer that’s one of the things I 

want to do, take it to more 

shows and cruise nights and 
drive it more. I do drive it, but 

not a lot… and I want to be 

careful with it. The guy I bought 
it from said it’s never been driven 

in the rain, and I believe him. 

“It’s like a lot of those other early 

1960s cars. It’s great in a straight 
line, but it’s not something you 

really want to take out on a road 
course or anything. It’s got 

manual steering, for one thing, 

and from that standpoint you’ve 
gotta recognize it’s not a sports 

car, but it’s got a tremendous 
amount of acceleration because 

it’s a small car, and with the Drag 
Pack it’s got a fairly high gear 

line … And another thing I like 

about it, it’s got a real throaty 
sound that I remember when my 

cousin bought his car. That’s the 
first thing that impressed me 

about it was that sound.” 

When he does take it out on the 
road, a few people figure out 
how unique and rare the car is. 

Others aren’t quite so sure. “A lot 

of people think it’s a Futura. 
Some people, car guys, they 

know it,” he said. “One guy 
pulled up next to me at a 

stoplight and said, ‘That’s got a 

260, right?’ Some guys know. But 
for a ’63, it’s a pretty obscure 

car.” 

Rossi jokes that since the day he 

sold his first one he has still 
never seen another Falcon Sprint 

on the road. He’s not expecting 
to meet too many others anytime 

soon, and he’s not going to risk a 
second bout of seller’s remorse, 

either. 

“I absolutely have no plans to sell 
this one. No way,” he says. “To 
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find one in this kind of condition 
is just amazing.” 

 

 

CLASSIC CAR 

SUMMARY: 

1957 CHEVROLET 
BEL AIR 

 

Story and photos by Angelo Van Bogart 
(Old Cars Weekly) 

Don Cox’s father loved 1955-’57 
Chevys, but until 1978, he only 
admired them from afar. When 

he did finally buy one that year, 

it wasn’t for himself, but for his 
16-year-old son. 

 

“My father really liked the ‘Tri-
Five Chevys,’” Cox said. “My 

family never had a ‘Tri-Five,’ but 
I can remember riding in the 

family car at a very young age — 
too young to really see out the 

car windows — and when he’d 

spot one, my father would say, 
‘There goes a ’55; look at that 

’57; nice ’56.’” 

The opportunity to acquire a “Tri-
Five” came in 1978, while the 

elder Cox was on a business trip 

to Florida. 

“My father worked for Outboard 
Marine Corp. in Waukegan, Ill.,” 

Cox said. “OMC had a test facility 

in Florida, and my father would 
occasionally travel to the test 

facility in the winter when OMC 
had new engines to evaluate. 

Upon returning from a trip to the 

test facility, he said there was a 
guy who worked there who had a 

’57 Chevy for sale — would I like 
to buy it? I was 16, and was not 

exactly sure what a ’57 Chevy 
looked like, but I did remember 

all those times riding in the car 

when my dad would point them 
out, so I said, ‘Sure, how much?’ 

The guy was asking $1,500, but 
my dad said he could get it for 

$1,000.” 

As a freshly licensed teenager, 
Cox was a fan of any car. He 
didn’t question why his father 

was interested in the car for his 

son rather than himself. More 
excited by the prospect of getting 

his first set of wheels, Cox 
quickly told his father to buy the 

’57 Chevrolet and waited for his 

new ride to arrive in Illinois. 

“The next time my dad went to 
the test site in Florida, he bought 

the car and drove it home,” Cox 

said. “This was in February of 
1978 and being a Florida car, the 

Chevy had no heater or 
defroster. Having flown down to 

Florida, my dad was ill-prepared 
to drive from Florida to northern 

Illinois in a car with no heat in 

the winter. He had a borrowed 
snowmobile suit and a credit card 

to scrape the windshield. In 
central Indiana, he ran into 
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freezing rain that gradually 
turned to snow. He had to drive 

with the windows down to keep 

the windshield from fogging up 
as he used the credit card to 

scrape the ice. He still talks about 
that trip to this day.” 

 

By the time Cox’s father 
completed his adventure with the 

’57 Chevy, it was night and Cox 
was fast asleep. The surprise that 

awaited him in the driveway the 
next morning was better than 

anything he could have found in 
the bottom of a cereal box during 

breakfast. 

“There was snow in the driveway 
and it had salt spray and road 
grime on it when I went out to 

look at it and I thought, ‘Wow, 

this is really cool!’” 

The Chevrolet was a Sierra Gold 

and Adobe Beige 1957 Bel Air 
Sport Coupe, one of 166,426 Bel 

Air Sport Coupes built that pivotal 
year in which Chevrolet 

competitors Ford and Plymouth 
came with lower, longer and 

more modern-looking cars. In the 

sales battle with its competitors’ 
sleeker bodies, Chevrolet fell 

from its first-place position in 
model year sales to Ford for the 

first time since 1935 while 

Plymouth also gained ground on 
Chevrolet. In the end, Chevrolet 

has avenged its 1957 sales 
overthrow and has become 

today’s most popular 1957 

automobile, if not history’s most 
famous vintage car, recognizable 

to hard-core hobbyist and novice 
alike. It’s no wonder, because 

there’s a lot to love about a 1957 
Bel Air, as Cox quickly learned. 

As the top-of-the-line full-size 
Chevrolet model for 1957, the Bel 

Air included additional trim on 
the revised Chevrolet body, 

which first appeared in 1955. For 

1957, all Chevrolets but the two-
seat fiberglass Corvette featured 

a new oval-shaped front bumper 
that completely encircled the 

grille with a pair of bomb-type 

bumper guards at each side. 
Round parking lamps were at 

each end of a horizontal center 
bar that seemed to float against 

the delicate cross-hatched grille 
insert. Twin windsplit bulges ran 

across the top of the hood, 

decorated in front by bombsight 
ornaments. The hooded 

headlamps were set into square-
looking bezels incorporating 

grilles that delivered fresh air to 

the passenger compartment. One 
of the 1957 Chevrolet’s most 

recognizable features, its rear 
fenders, were shaped into broad, 

flat tailfins with a sharp point at 

their rear extremity. Although 
based on the previous body 

structure, the new Chevrolet 
image seemed more modern and 

sportier. 

 

To maximize the 1957 Chevrolet’s 
fresh body features in the Bel Air 
series, Chevrolet highlighted the 

new rear fenders with a 

horizontal wedge-shaped 
anodized stainless panel set 

between two pieces of thin bright 
stainless trim. The lower bright 

stainless trim piece ran from 

behind the hooded headlamps, 
through the door, and descended 

down the rear fender, ending just 
in front of the low, half-moon tail 

lamps. The upper bright stainless 
piece capped off the top of the 

anodized stainless wedge. Atop 

the sharp rear fenders, Bel Airs 
were given a stainless piece that 

began behind the rear window 
and capped the fin all the way to 

its tip where it then fell down to 

the tail lamp. The three hash 
marks stamped into each front 

fender of all full-size Chevrolets 
were covered with anodized gold 

trim pieces on Bel Air models that 
matched the hashes. The finish 

of the hashes matched the gold-

anodized grille and hood and 
trunk “Chevrolet” emblems of Bel 

Airs; on V-8-powered Bel Airs, a 
gold “Chevrolet” emblem hovered 

above a matching gold “V.” 

Inside, Bel Airs featured the 
model’s name inside the chrome 
horn button, stainless trim across  
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the instrument panel encrusted 
with the Bel Air name and 

upscale seat upholstery options. 

All in all, it was a package that 
would make a 16-year-old drool, 

even if the car was essentially a 
20-year-old used car, albeit a 

widely treasured car. 

 

“The stainless, the chrome 

bumpers, the shape of the roof, 
the color — I thought it was the 

coolest thing in the whole world,” 
Cox said of his first sight of the 

Bel Air. 

With the purchase of the already-
iconic ’57 Chevy, Cox had an 
instant ticket to cool. The sharp 

Sierra Gold and Adobe Beige Bel 

Air were driven sparingly, but 
when it appeared, his fellow 

students noticed. 

“I drove the car back and forth to 

high school on nice days,” Cox 
said. “I was really cool having a 

1957 Chevy in high school in ’78 
and ’79. Everybody in my school 

knew me and knew that was my 

car. That car was my baby.” 

By the time of the Carter 
administration, 1957 Chevrolet 

(and all “Tri-Five” Chevys) was 

hot cars. They were becoming so 
ingrained in pop culture as a 

symbol of the 1950s; even most 
Baby Boomers’ children could 

identify a 1957 Chevy by its grille 
and tailfins. And many of them 

wanted a 1957 Chevy of their 

own. 

“I had a lot of people say, ‘If you 
ever sell this, you call me first,’” 

Cox said. 

 

After driving the car to school 

and to occasional parades under 
the power of a later-model 307-

cid V-8, Cox went off to college 
and left the Chevrolet behind. 

During that time and through 

several moves during his early 
working career, the Chevrolet 

had a safe place to stay, whether 
it was in his parents’ or 

grandmother’s garage. 
Eventually, the distant car 

became nearly forgotten. 

“Through my 20s and 30s, I lost 
interest in the car,” Cox said. “It 
basically sat in the garage and I 

would drive it maybe a handful of 

times throughout the year. There 
are other priorities when you 

have a young family.” 

The young family moved around 

quite a bit, going from Illinois to 
Michigan to Indiana. When Cox 

settled in Indiana, he and his 
wife built their first house, which 

he insisted have a three-car 

garage to store the Chevrolet. By 
the time Cox brought the car 

home to Indiana, it was clear the 
Bel Air needed work. 

“That trip made me realize it was 
time to restore the car,” Cox 

said. “Except for the [307-cid V-
8] engine, the car was all 

original, and not very reliable.” 

Cox joined a local car club to find 
a trustworthy restorer and soon 

came to the conclusion that 

bringing the still-presentable 
1957 Chevy to show condition 

would cost a small fortune. 

“I was looking at professional 

restoration shops and realized I 
could buy a car already restored 

for less,” Cox said. “I got on the 
Internet and found the exact 

same car — Sierra Gold and 

Adobe Beige — for sale in South 
Dakota during the dead of 

winter. I was the only one that 
looked at it, and I bought it and 

shipped it to Indiana.” 

 

The next spring, Cox began 
taking his new purchase to local 

car shows where he was exposed 

to body-off-frame restored cars. 

“I really like originality, and to 

see those cars with everything 
perfectly painted and the 

inspection marks are better than 
they rolled off the factory floor, 

that encouraged me to go a step 
up to a trailer-class car,” Cox 

said. 

Cox’s adventures with his second 
’57 Chevy led him to just the 
right people to restore his 

original ’57 Chevy. The Blessings 

from Churubusco, Ind., and Roy 
Reichenbach, a Classic Chevy 

Club International judge, were a 
large part of making his high 
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school ’57 the show winner it is 
today. 

Work to restore the engine 
started with finding a correct 

283-cid Power Pack four-barrel V-
8 engine coded for a Powerglide 

transmission, the original setup in 

Cox’s car. This engine would 
replace the 307-cid V-8 that his 

father’s coworker had purchased 
from OMC, their employer. 

“My brother-in-law still works 
with him, and I e-mailed him 

some pics of the car now. He 
gave me information and he gave 

me a bill when Outboard Marine 

sold the engine to him,” Cox said. 

“A friend of mine, Roy 
Reichenbach, had a 283 with a 

correct stamping,” Cox said. “It 

was built in October 1956 and we 
figured the car was built in 

November. The engine was also 
correct for a Power Pack and 

Powerglide car.” 

Cox still had to track down 283 

cylinder heads with the correct 
casting dates, but surprisingly, 

the engine compartment retained 
a lot of the car’s original parts, 

including the radiator, generator, 

power steering pump, master 
cylinder and even the 

transmission. 

Outside, the Chevy also retained 

many of its original parts, such as 
the trim and bumpers, which 

were refinished while 
reproductions were gathered for 

mechanical wear items, as well 

as the upholstery. Since the 
Atlanta-built 1957 Chevy had 

spent its life in Florida until the 
late 1970s, and then was used 

sparingly in the Midwest through 

the 2000s, the body remained 

very solid, but there were some 
surprises under the paint and 

trim. 

“It had been painted twice and 
we had a couple of surprises,” he 
said. “The factory glued the 

aluminum trim inserts in place, 

and they would run strips of glue 
horizontally. The water would sit 

on those horizontal strips of glue, 
so when we took those panels 

off, they were rusted through. It 

ended up new quarter panels 
were put on both sides because 

of that.” 

 

All of the work put into the 

Chevrolet has produced an 
outstanding car that Cox and 

judges alike appreciate. 

“I am extremely pleased with the 

end result; the car turned out 
better than I had hoped. At its 

first event, [a] Classic Chevy 
International Convention, the car 

scored 991 out of 1,000 points.” 

The car has also earned First 

Junior and Senior Awards from 
the AACA, was nominated for an 

AACA National Award in 2010, 
and earned a red ribbon at 

Concours d’Elegance of America 

at St. John’s, where Old Cars 
Weekly caught up with it. Most 

importantly, Cox’s father is 
impressed with the ’57’s 

restoration. 

“He probably never envisioned it 
being restored to that level,” Cox 

said. “The very first show [the 

Chevy] went to was a Classic 
Chevy show in Arlington Heights, 

Ill., and they were the first ones 
to see it when we stayed there. 

My dad thought it was really, 

really nice.” 
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JAMESTOWN COLLEGE  
This story by Masaki Ova, Editor-in-Chief 

of Jamestown College Student Media 
Center. 

 

Too Soon 
 

Blood clot leads to death of 

JC student 

 

Friendly, personable and positive 

attitude are three characteristics 

that many people would say to 
describe Josh Berg.  

http://www.topenddragways.com/
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Berg, 24, passed away on the 
morning of Feb. 16 in the 

emergency room of the 

Jamestown Regional Medical 
Center. 

Berg was born Aug. 1, 1988, in 

Houston, Texas. Gerry and Deb 
Berg adopted Josh Berg when he 

was six-months-old and was 
raised in Lisbon, N.D. He was 

African-American and Caucasian, 

Gerry Berg said. 

“He was just quiet as a church 
mouse in the back seat,” Gerry 

Berg said, reminiscing about the 
ride from Texas after Josh had 

been adopted. “He got used to 
us, and we took him to church 

and it was just like he exploded. 

He was all over and everywhere. 
He was going and jumping 

around.” 

Every year, Josh’s parents 
celebrate the day he was 

adopted. He was adopted Feb. 
27, 1989. 

He left behind one sister, Ashley 

Berg, who was also adopted. She 

is currently engaged to Xavier 
Reed of Brooklyn Park, Minn. 

Berg attended school in the 

Lisbon Public School District. He 
graduated in 2007.  

Berg was participated in 

basketball, football, baseball and 
track. In his senior year, he 

received the Bronco award in 

football, which is given to student 
with the most spirit on the team 

who is a dedicated, hard-working 
athlete. He also received the 

hustle award in basketball. 

He was also voted by his high 
school for being “most gullible,” 

“biggest gossip” and the 

“clumsiest. “He served on the 

student council at Lisbon High 
School in 2007. 

 

“He was one of those kids who 

really stands out for being an all-
around student,” said Steve 

Johnson. “He was very active in 
the school and the community. 

“The thing we are going to miss 
is that I don’t think we ever saw 

Josh without a smile. We are 

going to dearly miss him. It hit 
our high school community really 

hard, both our staff and student 
body.” 

Berg attended Jamestown 

College in the fall of 2007 and 
studied mass communications. 

He was set to graduate in May.  

“Josh was really working towards 

graduation,” said Steve Listopad, 
Berg’s adviser at JC. “He saw the 

light at the end of the tunnel, 
and he was working towards 

graduation. That was really good 
to see from him. 

“It was really enjoyable talking 

about his future with him, and 

that’s why it makes this really 
difficult.” 

During his time at JC, Berg was 

employed by the Student Media 
Center. He began working for the 

sports division of the Student 
Media Center at Jamestown 

College in 2010 and worked as a 

play-by-play announcer for 
Jimmies volleyball games the last 

two years as well as anchoring 
sports on the former JCTV 16 

daily News Updates during 2012. 

“He seemed really excited about 
his opportunities in journalism 

and the media – excited enough 

to start applying and thinking 
about jobs in that area,” Listopad 

said.  

Listopad said that Berg always 
had a positive attitude, even 

when he was going through 
rough times.  

“He was always friendly, polite 

and positive,” he said. “He had a 
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sense of humor, but it wasn’t a 
negative sense of humor.” 

Berg completed an internship in 

the summer of 2011 at the 

Ransom County Gazette, the local 
newspaper for Lisbon. During his 

internship, he wrote a sports 
column called “Got a second?” 

covered sports and wrote articles 
on general news and features. 

“He just perked the atmosphere 

up around here,” said Sean 

Kelley, publisher of the Ransom 
County Gazette.  

Ashley Smoley, Berg’s girlfriend, 

described him as one of the 
funniest people she had ever 

met. She said Berg’s friends were 
his family. 

“He had like the biggest fan-base 

out of anybody I know,” she said. 
“He just always felt he had to do 

something to keep him busy. It 

was pretty much like he had to 
live life to the fullest.” 

Smoley said Berg enjoyed sports, 

the TV show “South Park” and 
music. The Oregon Ducks was his 

favorite collegiate athletic team. 
She also said one of the most 

proud moments for Berg was the 

intramural champion in volleyball, 
basketball and football. 

“He thought it was like this big 

deal,” she said. 

She also said Berg was beginning 
to get better grades in school 

and was really proud of himself. 

Berg served as assistant coach 
for the Lisbon Babe Ruth baseball 

team and coached Little League 

baseball. He lead the Lisbon Babe 
Ruth team 2011 to a state title, 

while filling in as head coach.  

“He loved working with kids,” 
Gerry Berg said. “That was a real 

highlight of his summer that 

year.” 

 

 
 

See the finest dirt track racing 
around featuring Wissota Street 

Stocks, Midwest Modifieds, Super 
Stocks, Modifieds & Late Models 

along with Bombers and Hornets. 
Watch 250+ drivers compete, 

enjoy the great food and have 

tons of dirty fun. The best value 
for your entertainment dollar. 

Complete results at 

SpeedNetDirect.com 

The speedway was much 

honored to be named the 
business of the year by the 

Jamestown Chamber of 
Commerce. Thanks to all our 

staff, drivers, fans and sponsors 
for making this special award 

possible. 

 

The The JDRA is taking 

December off. That statement 

may seem a bit obvious to most 
since the general population isn't 

thinking about drag racing in 
December. To the members of 

the Jamestown Drag Racing 
Association though, drag racing is 

now a year-round thing (minus 

our mini-break this coming 
month).  

The process for hosting the 

Annual Drag Races in Jamestown 
has always taken a vast amount 

of work from a small group of 
dedicated people, but until the 

last couple years they didn't have 

to start getting too serious until a 
few months before the races in 

July. Things have changed a bit 
in recent times-the JDRA has 

grown in numbers and as of this 

past spring now owns their own 
Timing System! 

If you're still left wondering what 

could possibly occupy our time 
year round-let me fill you in. The 

beginning months of the year are 
when meetings are attended 

both with the Jamestown 

Regional Airport (which allows us 
to take over the taxi ways for 2 

full days of fun in July) and with 
the Tourism Foundation (which 

has so graciously helped fund us 

year after year). After meetings 
are attended and paper work 

started to ensure that we have a 
place to host the races and 

money to advertise we then 
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spend time out in the community 
getting sponsorship dollars from 

various businesses and people in 

the Jamestown area. After we 
get those monies raised we print 

up promotional flyers and posters 
and go back out in the 

community to spread the word of 

the upcoming races....before we 
know it July is upon us! 

The JDRA swells in July to almost 

double its membership as people 
come in to help set up for the 2-

day event. Once the races are 
over the the Association again 

drops back down to the core 

group and the work continues as 
we gather the numbers and 

statistics from the races and start 
putting together ideas and 

improvements for the next year. 

If you are interested in joining 
the JDRA or just want to keep up 

with the various activities 

throughout the year, check us 
out on Facebook, on our website: 

jamestowndragracing.com or 
email us at 

info@jamestowndragracing.com. 
We meet every 3rd Thursday @ 

7pm starting in January held at 

the Fire Hall...changes and 
reminders are posted on 

Facebook. 

2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

03/12 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

03/21 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

03/22 Car Show 

to 
Peerless Motorhead 
Madness 

03/24 
Contact Jack 612-849-
4916 

  Duluth, Minnesota 

04/05 Car Show 
to World of Wheels 

04/07 Contact Bob 204-668-7464 

  Winnipeg, Manitoba 

04/06 Car Show 
to Toppers Car Club 

04/07 Contact Rich 701-219-3304 
  Fargo, North Dakota 

04/13 Car Show 
to 31st Prime Steel Car Club 

04/14 
Contact Adam 218-745-
4070 

  Grand Forks, North Dakota 

04/16 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

04/18 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/08 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 
  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

05/10 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

05/12 Race 1 & Superbikes 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

05/14 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/16 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

05/18 Car Show 
  Acres of Iron 
  Mandan, North Dakota 

05/19 Car Show 
  Roughrider Chevrolet Club 
  Bismarck, North Dakota 

05/18 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Season Opener 

05/19 Sabin, Minnesota 

05/22 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 

  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

05/24 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

05/26 
Race 1 of 3 Muscle Car 
Series 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

05/25 Top End Dragways 
& 2nd Annual National Open 

05/26 Sabin, Minnesota 

05/31 Car Show & Auction 
to Devils Run Show & Auction 

06/02 
Contact Stan 701-740-
7340 

  Devils Lake, North Dakota 

06/01 Brainerd International 
& Thunder at the Lakes 

06/02 NHRA Divisional Race 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/05 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 
  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/07 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

06/09 Race 2 & BMW Club 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/07 Car Show & Rod Run 
to Classtiques Car Club 

06/08 
Contact Larry 701-222-
2069 

  Bismarck, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

06/08 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

06/09 Car Show & Music Festival 
to Buggies-n-Blues 

06/09 Mandan, North Dakota 

06/11 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/14 Brainerd International 
to CRA Superbike Racing 

06/16 Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/15 Top End Dragways 
  King of the Track 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

06/16 Top End Dragways 
  Mid-West Wild Bunch 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

06/19 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 
  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/20 Jamestown Drag Racers 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/21 Car Show 
  Prairie Cruisers Car Club 
  Medora Car Show 
  Medora, North Dakota 

06/21 Car Show & Rod Run 
to MSRA 

06/23 Back to the 50's 
  St. Paul, Minnesota 

06/27 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/28 Badlands Drifters 

http://jamestowndragracing.com/
mailto:info@jamestowndragracing.com
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to Cars in the Park 2013 

06/29 Glendive, Montana 

06/28 Car Show & Auction 
to Automania 

06/30 automaniabrandon.com 
  Brandon, South Dakota 

06/29 Brainerd International 
& Bracket Drag Racing 

06/30 Race 3 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/29 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

06/30 Sabin, Minnesota 

07/04 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

07/07 
Race 2 of 3 Muscle Car 
Series 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

07/06 Car Show 
  Buffalo Rally 

  
Jamestown Classic Car 
Club 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/06 Top End Dragways 
  Hot Rod Drags 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

07/10 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 
  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

07/11 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/11 Counts of the Cobblestone 
to Rod Run 

07/14 Rapid City, South Dakota 

07/12 Brainerd International 
to Powercruise 

07/14 Brainerd, Minnesota 

07/13 Top End Dragways 
& CanAm Outlaws Extreme 

07/14 Sabin, Minnesota 

07/16 
James Valley Street 

Machines 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/18 Jamestown Drag Racers 
  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/19 Rod Run 
  Prairie Cruisers Car Club 
  Dickinson, North Dakota 

07/20 Car Show 
  Shuffle to Buffalo 
  Buffalo, North Dakota 

07/20 Top End Dragways 
  TintMasters Street Legal 

Day 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

07/20 Brainerd International 
& Bracket Drag Racing 

07/21 Race 4 World Series 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

07/21 Car Show 
  Paul Bunyan Vintage Auto 

  
Show. Contact 218-444-
2840 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

07/25 Jamestown Drag Racers 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/27 Top End Dragways 
  Bracket Weekend 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

07/27 Car Show 
  Run 81 
  Suede’s Car Club 
  Hillsboro, North Dakota 

07/27 Car Show 
  29th Annual Weekend of 

  
Contact: Kelli 218-492-
4201 

  Wheels Car Show 
  Grand Rapids, Minnesota 

07/28 Top End Dragways 

  
National Dragster 
Challenge 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

0726 Jamestown Drag Racers 
to Airport 1/8 mile Drag Race 

07/28 Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/31 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 
  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

08/02 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

08/04 Race 5 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

08/03 Top End Dragways 
  Hot Rod Drags 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

08/09 Car Show & Rod Run 
to Dakota Rodders 

08/11 Granny Run 

  
Grand Rapids, North 
Dakota 

08/10 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

08/11 Sabin, Minnesota 

08/13 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/15 Brainerd International 
to Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals 

08/18 Brainerd, Minnesota 

08/17 Car Show 
  Crookston Classic Cruisers 
  Crookston, Minnesota 

08/21 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 
  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

08/24 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

08/25 Sabin, Minnesota 

08/30 Brainerd International 
to Muscle Car Shootout 

09/01 Grand Finale 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

08/30 Car Show, Auction, Races 
to Motor Magic Weekend 

09/01 Minot, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

08/31 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

09/04 Brainerd International 
  Wednesday Night Drags 
  Street Legal Style 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

09/07 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

09/08 Sabin, Minnesota 

09/13 Car Show & Rod Run 
to Dakota Cruisers 

09/15 Season Finale 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

09/13 Top End Dragways 
& ET Finals 

09/15 Topeka, Kansas 

09/13 Brainerd International 
to CRA Superbike Racing 

09/15 Brainerd, Minnesota 

09/17 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/21 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Don Wilhelm Inc.  
  3rd Annual Car Show 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/21 Top End Dragways 

& 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

09/22 2 Day Event 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

09/28 Top End Dragways 
& Mid-West Wild Bunch 
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09/29 Sabin, Minnesota 

08/02 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

08/04 Race 6 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 

10/05 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

10/12 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

10/13 Sabin, Minnesota 

10/13 Swap Meet 
  Roadsters Twin Cities 

  
Contact: Jack 612-849-
4916 

  St. Paul, Minnesota 

10/15 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

10/26 Top End Dragways 

& 
Final "Big Money 
Weekend" 

10/27 Sabin, Minnesota 

11/12 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

12/17 
James Valley Street 
Machines 

  Awards Banquet 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

 

 

SWAP SHOP 

 

For Sale: 
 

 
 
1990 Cadillac Coupe de Ville, 

runs and drives great, excellent 

highway mileage, very good 
condition. New tires, 152,000 

miles, straight body, no rust. 
Asking $3500 or best offer. 

 
Dave Olson 
701-252-3257 

 

CLUB SITES 
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