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LOOKING TOWARDS THE 
FUTURE! 

 

Written by Skovy 

I’m sitting here composing this 

month’s letter and I look outside 
and it’s snowing again. Anybody 

want to put a bounty on that 
Punxsutawney Phil? 

 

There are over 2 pages of events 
to do this summer on our events 

page towards the back of the 
“RUMBLER”. Take a moment and 

look over everything that is 
happening. If you know of an 

event that is not listed, let me 

know so I can put it in the next 
issue. 

 
At the last meeting Elroy Patzner 

was drawn for the $20 monthly 

giveaway. Sorry Elroy, you have 
to be present to win. 

 
Our March meeting had 15 

members present. We also had a 

special guest, Lori Mettert from 

Ave Maria Village. She talked to 

us about the upcoming Rib Fest 
celebration Ave Maria Village is 

having on June 1st. Like last year 
they had a car show up at the 

Village, they want to do it again 
this year. I hope we can all show 

up with our hot rods and classic 

cars to help out the “Relay for 
Life” and Ave Maria Village. It 

sounds like a day of fun and 
food. 

 

 
 

On April 12th the Bridge City 

Cruisers are going to have their 
meeting at Jerry Dahl’s garage 

located at 337 4th Street SE in 
Valley City. I realize the 

“RUMBLER” only gets sent out to 
our 1500 recipients on the 12th of 
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April, but I’ll also send an e-mail 

to our membership because it 

sounds like a few of us want to 
cruise on over to their meeting. 

There were a few of us that went 
to their meeting about a year ago 

and it was a blast. I’ll have a 
report on that meeting in our 

next “RUMBLER”. 

It was agreed that we want to 

meet up with other organizations 
at some half way points this 

summer for summer cruises. I 
thought it would be cool to cruise 

to Lamoure, Oakes, Sanborn, 
Ellendale, Devils Lake casino, or 

Edgeley. This idea was met with 

great inspiration with the forum 
we had at our last meeting. I 

think it would be cool to get 
together with the all other car 

clubs to make these runs a 

success. 

It was also brought up that at 

our Fall Show that we are going 

to have at Don Wilhelm’s on 
September 21st that we also have 

a swap meet and vendor area. I 
checked it out with the Wilhelm 

family and they’re all in with that 

idea. I will start on the 
coordination of that effort and 

see how it turns out. 

Our “Around Mill Hill” article is 
being met with positive 

responses. Jamestown and the 
surrounding area have plenty of 

great places to eat. We will 

continue with this article. April is 
going to be “LACARETTA”. Make 

sure you respond if you want to 
be part of this program. All it cost 

you is your response to a 

questionnaire after the meal. 

Hope to see all of you at the 

Quality Inn on the 16th at 7:00. 

Who knows, your name might be 

picked for the $20.00. 

 

 

MEMBERS APRIL 
BIRTHDAYS 

 

Barbara Busche  04/08 

Duane Gehring  04/10 
Jason Shillingstad 04/10   

Gary Petrek  04/15 

Shawn “Shady” Erdahl 04/23 
Paul Emo  04/25 

Leon Westerhausen 04/29 
 
Miss your birthday? Please 
contact me at 701-202-7067 
whereas I can update your 
records. 
 
 
 

 
 

 

FLIGHT INFORMATION 
 

 

 
 

Jamestown Regional Airport 
offers daily DIRECT FLIGHTS to 

and from Minneapolis. This 

means that you can easily 
connect with flights traveling 

around the world while enjoying 
the convenience of flying from 

Jamestown, ND. We offer quality 
service, quick check-ins, and 

short security lines. Book your 

tickets today! 
 

www.flyjamestown.net 
 

 

AIRLINE INFORMATION  

 
Jamestown is served by Great 
Lakes Airlines, which features 

three round-trip flights to 

Minneapolis daily, connecting 
anywhere in the world! 

 
The local phone number for the 

airline is 701-252-3414, and 
for ticket reservations, 800-221-

1212 or 800-554-5111. 

Contact the airline with questions 
regarding flights, baggage, and 
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other travel needs. When 

booking flights, use the airport 

identifier JMS. Passengers are 
requested to arrive about 1 hour 

prior to their scheduled domestic 
departure time. 

 
 

 
 

 

SEARLE SWEDLUND 
Executive Director 

 

 
 

You can find it ALL on the 

internet. Starting in April, we 
hope you will take time to visit 

the new and improved Buffalo 
City Tourism website. In this new 

format, the functionality of  

information will work better with 

smart phones and tablets. This 
will make it a powerful  

tool for travelers as well as those 
looking for something fun to do 

in the area.  

 

When you think of things to do in 

Jamestown, think 
www.tourjamestown.com!! 

Mark your calendars - there are 

plenty of fun activities coming up 
in Jamestown! Listed  

below are just a few:  

APRIL: 

18 - Book signing by Larry 
Woiwode and Larry Woiwode; 

7:30 pm at Jamestown  
College Unruh and Sheldon 

Center.  

20-21- Spring Craft Show at the 

Buffalo Mall.  

25-27 - USA Wrestling, 

Jamestown Civic Center.  

27 - Caravanserai at the Arts 

Center.  

11-12 - Dakota MotoX Double 

Header at the Stutsman County 

Fairgrounds. Races  
start at 10 a.m.  

18-19 - Dakota Anglers Walleye / 

Northern Tournament, 
Jamestown Reservoir.  

For more details on these and 

other upcoming events, see the 
calendar in this newsletter or  

visit our new website at 
www.tourjamestown.com! 

Searle Swedlund, Executive 

Director, BCTF 

 

AVE MARIA 2nd ANNUAL 
RIBFEST & CAR SHOW 

 

Story by Lori Mettert Ave Maria Village 

Ave Maria Village is hosting the 

2nd Annual Rib Fest in 
Jamestown, North Dakota. This 

event will take place on Saturday, 
June 1, 2013 from 11am to 4pm. 

All proceeds from this event will 

be donated to Relay for Life, 
Stutsman County North Dakota. 

At the event, visitors can enjoy 

live music all day by our 3 bands, 
The Avans Blues Band, San 

Haven Chuckle, and Nix Theory. 

http://www.tourjamestown.com!!/
http://www.tourjamestown.com!/
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There will be a big rib cooking 

contest and ribs to try and vote 

for the people’s choice award or 
rib dinners will be available at all 

the competing rib cookers booth. 
In addition, there will be many 

other concessions like hot dogs, 
slushes, a pulled pork meal, and 

much more. There will be 

vendors from local and outlying 
areas. We also host a large silent 

auction with items ranging from 
$1.00 up to $500.00 which will 

be ending at 3pm. 

 

For the kids, we have three of 

the newest air games. Kids love 
to jump in. There will be car rides 

as well. 

For the adult we will have a large 
car and motorcycle show. 

Everyone can vote to help us 
award a best in show for each 

category. 

We are excited to welcome the 
James Valley Street Machines this 

year. 

Ave Maria Village has a very 

personal interest with this charity 
since we have residents, friends, 

community members, and family 
battling or have lost the battle to 

cancer. Rib Fest is a family event 

for community to come together 

and raise as much money as 

possible for the American Cancer 

Society through our local Relay 
for Life. 

No other event can match the 

fun, the fund raising, the food & 
music. 

 

 

 

 

THE 2014 CHEVROLET 
SS 

In late 2013, Chevrolet will add 
an all-new sport sedan to its 

already impressive performance 

car lineup with the debut of the 
2014 Chevrolet SS. The Chevrolet 

SS is the first rear-wheel-drive 
sedan to enter the Chevrolet 

portfolio in 17 years. Engineered 
for performance enthusiasts 

seeking an exhilarating driving 

experience while providing 
luxurious space, comfort and 

convenience for up to five adults, 
this V8 sedan will also serve as 

Chevrolet’s winning entry in the 

NASCAR Sprint Cup Series™. The 
Chevrolet SS debuted at Daytona 

International Speedway® on 
Saturday, February 16, 2013, and 

will begin arriving in showrooms 
late this year. 

 
 

Design Aesthetic 

The design aesthetic for the 
Chevrolet SS is elegantly athletic. 

Strong, contemporary yet refined 
shapes are sculpted with 

restrained sensitivity from the 

muscular rear-wheel drive 
proportions. Flowing lines begin 

at the aggressive front fascia and 
integrated HID headlamps that 

flow into a sleek mid-section and 
give way to a tapered rear that 

helps to manage airflow. Bulging 

pronounced fender flares and its 
low wide stance divulge its high-

performance underpinnings. 

Polished aluminum alloy 19" x 

8.5" front wheels up front and 
19" x 9" wheels in back wrapped 

in ultra-high performance 
summer only tires plant its 

athletic stance, emphasizing its 

rear-wheel-drive capability. 

 

Restrained, but muscular, the 
Chevrolet SS is a sophisticated 

machine. 

The way a car performs begins 

with a rigid body structure — the 
backbone of the car. A stiff 

structure isolates road inputs and 

improves ride and handling. The 
Sport-Tuned suspension with a 

front MacPherson strut-based 
multi-link system and a rear 

multi-link independent system, 
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combined with electronic power 

steering (EPS), provides handling 

prowess with added refinement. 
SS also has a near perfect 50/50 

weight distribution, creating a 
neutral package that also 

optimizes its handling 
characteristics. The result is a 

solid-feeling cabin, with precise 

handling and control for the 
driver. 

 

Add to this the immense power 

of a GM-estimated 415-

horsepower 6.2L V8, a 6-speed 
automatic transmission with the 

control of TAPshift® and 
StabiliTrak® Electronic Stability 

Control, and the traction of a 

limited slip rear differential which 
together create one fast sport 

sedan — reaching 60 mph in 5 
seconds. And race-proven 

Brembo® 4-piston brakes with 
two-piece aluminum front 

calipers and massive 14-inch 

rotors are ready to stand up to 
repeated hard stops. 

Unlike the competition, the 

production Chevrolet SS has the 

same rear-wheel-drive small 
block V8 configuration as its 

NASCAR® brother. With Chevrolet 
SS, one gets upscale luxury 

mixed with some serious 

racetrack DNA. 

Innovation has to have purpose 
before novelty. The Chevrolet SS 

is loaded with technological 

features keeping drivers 
connected to the outside world 

as well as safe inside the vehicle. 

The intelligent key fob allows for 

passive entry and push-button 

start that makes beginning your 
drive effortless. It’s as simple as 

opening the door, pushing the 
ignition button and finding your 

road. Alternatively, you can use 
the remote start feature from up 

to 300 feet away. 

 

Furthering innovation and 

convenience, the Chevrolet SS 
can virtually park itself. 

Automatic Parking Assist provides 

hands-free parking by accurately 
detecting space and working with 

you to steer into the space. 

 

SS helps you stay connected 

while on the go with the smart, 
easy-to-use Chevrolet MyLink† 

infotainment with GPS-based 
navigational system. Set on a 

large, 8-inch high-resolution color 

touch-screen, the system’s 

graphic interface features 

intuitive functions through the 
Bose® 9-speaker premium audio 

system including subwoofers. 

Hand-wrapped soft leather-

appointed 10-way power seats 
are heated and ventilated 

allowing customization to 
different driver preferences. 

A color Head-Up Display projects 
vital information like your speed, 

turn-by-turn navigation, and 
more. Projected on the 

windshield directly within your 
field of vision, this display keeps 

you informed while your eyes are 

safely on the road. 

The Chevrolet SS is not only a 
smart car but also a safe one. It 

proactively protects from the 

unexpected with features like 
Forward Collision Alert and Lane 

Departure Warning, advanced 
and active safety systems that 

employ a digital camera to help 

drivers avoid front-end collisions. 
The systems trigger audible 

alerts if other vehicles are 
approaching too rapidly or if a 

collision appears imminent. Other 
SS visibility aids include Side 

Blind Zone Alert and a Rear 

Vision Camera with Rear Cross-
Traffic Alert. The whole time 

you’re driving, the SS is thinking. 

 

The Chevrolet SS brings style, 

performance, luxury and 
innovation to the automotive 

http://www.chevrolet.com/culture/article/ss-performance-sedan-debut/technology.html#content_chevrolet_northamerica_usa_nscwebsite_en_index_culture-archive_news-archive_2014-chevrolet-ss-innovative-technology_jcr-content_cnt_legalpage_c1_disclaimers_disclaimer_c1
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world, while opening up a whole 

new niche in performance and 

design. 

 

 

Mr. Norm Grand 
Spaulding Dodge vs. 

Nickey Chevrolet 

Camaro 

 

Story & pictures by hotrod.com 

Alright Chicago it’s time to answer 

the question of which automotive 

dealership products ruled the 
streets of the Windy City during 

the late 1950’s and 1960’s. 
During our dealership shootout 

we will be looking at how the 

dealerships products impacted its 

surrounding clients and what 
market strategies allowed them 

to grow in to legendary status. 
Buckle up Chicago and dig in 

because this week classic rewind 
shoot outs is between “Mr. 

Norm’s, Grand Spalding Dodge” 

and “Nickey Chevrolet.” 

With its location on the corner of 
Grand Avenue and Spaulding in 

the small town of Harvey, Norm 
Kraus and his brother Len began 

their automotive career by 
helping out their father in the 

family owned and operated gas 

station. While aiding his father 
with the work load, the brother’s 

interest began to turn more from 
the day to day operation of the 

filling station to their side project 

of selling used cars of their side 
lot. 

 

With the boy’s sudden success in 
the 1951, additional real estate 

was purchase so that they could 
expand their boundaries and 

perform a greater volume of used 

car sales and services. Through 
the 1950’s the family operated 

business increased its reputation 
for quality products which later 

gained the trust of the Dodge 
regional sales representatives. 

With the support of Dodge 

representatives in the fall of 1962 

Grand Spaulding Dodge became 
of age. Grand Spaulding Dodge 

named after the corners in which 

the dealership sat on, quickly 

turned its attention to higher 

performance. While other local 
dealers predicted limited success 

with the emerging performance 
program, Grand Spaulding 

quickly found it legs and began 
making lasting impression on 

Chicagoans.With the creation of 

“Mr. Norms Sport Club,” the 
younger generation quickly 

adopted his high performance 
applications and raced to get a 

chance to use his Clayton Chassis 

Dynamometer to see what other 
improvements could be made to 

the stock cars. Seeing the 
demand for his inventory 

spreading at a rapid pace the 
Grand Spaulding Race Team was 

established to showcase the new 

products. While the “Max Wedge” 
and the “Hemi Ram” worked 

there magic on the strip by 1964 
Grand Spaulding Dodge cars 

sales doubled prompted the 

dealership showroom and service 
area to increase to twice its size. 

 

By 1967 Mr. Norm’s research and 

development on the racetrack, he 

transferred some of the 
knowledge that he was learning 

to use it to create the 383 Dart 
and later the 440 Dart GTS. 

Seeing the popularity of the two 

prototype cars, Grand Spaulding 
parts department once again had 

to be enlarger to twice its size. 
With Midwesterners driving hours 

to Grand Spaulding to either buy 
a new performance Dodge or to 

get those tuned up into a fire 

breathing GM and Ford killer, Mr. 
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Norm popularity reached its peak 

earning him a spot as one of the 

national most recognizable Mopar 
dealerships. 

As the OPEC and insurance crisis 

hit the muscle cars market hard, 

 

 

Mr. Norm once again reached 

into his bag of tricks and created 

a 340 6 pack Demon. The Demon 
model with all of it horsepower 

additives still make and 
impressive amount of power but 

was more friendly to the 
insurance companies. Seeing the 

trends moving away from the 

performance cars of old by 1973, 
Mr. Norm helped develop the 

idea of the conversion van. To 
his credit, his business would also 

foster business relationship with 

fleet enterprises such like the 
Illinois Secretary of State, 

Chicago Police departments and 
local municipalities. 

While Mr. Norm’s 

accomplishments are well 
documented there was another 

prowler on the street waiting to 

pouch on the next person that 
decided to rev the engine at the 

light. 

Grown out the of the Edward and 
John Stephani owned dealership, 

Nickey Chicago establish a 
network of high performance 

parts that would inspire the 

America’s youth market to get 
out into the garage and build up 

their stock machines in to street 
legal racers. 

Starting out with just Chevrolet’s 

parts catalogs for it guidance in 
tuning cars, Nickey’s 

representatives quickly found out 

that Zora Duntov’s race track 
tested parts could easily be fit to 

match each year’s production 
models. Out fitted with the right 

number of central office 

production codes (COPO), 
Nickey’s quick dropped the 

mighty 427 into Camaros and 
Chevelles. 

As their operation of ass kickers 

began hitting the pavements of 
streets of the Windy City, 

Nickey’s decided to establish it 

corporate identity on the drag 

strips throughout the country. 
With this strategy of “win on 

Sunday, sell on Monday” it could 
prove it new technology to a 

wider base and expand its 
operation nationwide. As a 

byproduct to lighting them up 

each week against other 
performance cars, they could 

continue their assault on winning 
the heart and minds of their 

home grown base. 

As the popularity of its racing 
products developed so did it 

partnership over the years. 

Partnered with racing exports 
Ronnie Kaplan and Bill Thomas, 

Nickey products soared to an all-
time high. On Thomas wisdom, 

legendary racer Dick Harrell 

joined the team and production 
level took off nationwide. 

Back at the dealership under Don 

Swiatek supervision Nickey 
Chevys were now having L-88’s, 

L-89’s, and L-72’s were being 
wedged between the frame rails. 

While a big percentage of their 

performance product were 
focused on engine development, 

it super car image also could be 
seen to the well trained eye. For 

those not familiar with the trade 

mark backwards K, that trail of 
dust you just saw was it. 

 

Okay now that the history 

lessons are done, what did both 

companies mean to Chicago’s 
motorist? Wither your loyalty lies 

with Chevy or Mopars, you can 
help but give praise to the 
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accomplishments of both 

companies. 

So who ruled the streets? A 
guess the answer to that 

question is who the drivers in the 

cars were at the time. While both 
companies big block creations 

have been put it in park, there 
legends continue to grow with 

weekly cruises and car show 

auctions. With over 40’s years of 
thunder in our memories, it’s 

clear that neither companies 
performance image will ever die.  

 

 

AROUND MILL HILL 
 

 
 

Around Mill Hill is going to be a 

monthly evaluation of area 
businesses. If you are a paid 

member of the JVSM and would 
like to take part in this program, 

please let me know 

Skovy@donwilhelm.com and I 
will add your name to the list. 

 

Last month, Shawn Erdahl, Dawn 

Erdahl, JeriLynn Gray, Andy Gray, 
Craig Gaier and I went to 

LaCarreta and evaluated the 
service and food we received. 

 
Mind you, this article is not 

written to slam and business, but 

it is written to make the public 
aware of services the Jamestown 

residence are getting. 
 

Evaluations are based on a 0 to 5 

rating.  A number 5 is the best 
rating and a 0 rating is area 

needing work.  There is a total of 
600 points to be scored. 30 

points per line and there are 20 
fields that are evaluated. 

 

Again, these evaluations are not 
for the intention for getting 

anybody fired or to slam a 
business. It is a fact finding 

mission. 

  

 

 

3 STARS OUT OF 4! 

Meals were Beef & Chicken 
Nachos Appetizers, Shrimp & 

Chicken Fajitas, Fajita Mixtas 
Entree, & Chiminana Desert. 

MEET & GREET: 
1. Convey the feeling that 

you were a valued 
customer: 

21 points 70.00% 
2. Seat you and deliver 

menus in a courteous 

manner: 
25 points 83.33% 

3. Was the staff properly 

attired? 

28 points 93.33% 
 

SERVER: 
1. Suggest a beverage or 

specialty drink: 
21 points 70.00% 

2. Appear to be 

knowledgeable about the 
menu items: 

28 Points 93.33% 
3. Remain attentive 

throughout the dining 

experience: 
27 Points 90.00% 

4. Mention/Offer Appetizer? 
Options: 

20 points  66.67% 
 

APPETIZER: 
1. Serve the soup or salad 

within a reasonable time: 

24 Points 80.00% 
2. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 

prepared? 
29 points 96.67% 

 
ENTRÉE: 

1. Were appropriate 
condiments served? 

28 Points 93.33% 

2. Check back to ensure 
that your meal was 

satisfactory: 
28 Points 93.33% 

3. Offer refills on 

beverage/drinks: 
24 Points 80.00% 

4. Was the order correct, 
complete and properly 

prepared? 

28 Points 93.33% 
 

DESERT: 
1. Mention/Offer Desert? 

Options: 
25 Points 83.33% 

2. Was the order correct, 

complete and properly 
prepared? 

29 Points 96.67% 

mailto:Skovy@donwilhelm.com
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GENERAL: 
1. Did they appear to be 

busy and efficient in their 

work? 
28 Points 93.33% 

2. Were the tables properly 
bussed? 

25 Points 83.33% 

3. Did the bartenders 
appear neat and 

professional in their 
appearance? 

27 Points 90.00% 

4. Did the overall dining 
experience meet or 

exceed your 
expectations: 

26 Points 86.67% 
5. Were there enough 

employees to take care 

of guests? 
27 Points 90.00% 

 
5. TOTAL POINTS: 

518 points 86.33% 

 
EVALUATION: 

 
When the evaluation team 

arrived LaCarreta was full of 
patrons. The bar was open so the 

6 of us sat at the bar. When a 

table opened up the staff moved 
us to the table without any 

problem. When our meals came 
our server remembered who got 

what. That was impressive! 

 
When the server was asked what 

wine she would suggest we 
received a correct and fantastic 

response. The server suggested 

Sangria that was fantastic. She 
also suggested a few different 

Margareta’s but we couldn’t 
decide who was going to be the 

designated driver that night. 
 

For the appetizer the server 

suggested beef or chicken 
nachos. She was correct. We 

solved the problem of which one 

to take and ordered them both. 

The appetizer was perfect and 

we ate it all. 
 

The evaluators all raved the 
Entrees. Craig liked it so much he 

was eating off everybody else’s 
plates. Jeri was getting to go 

boxes to take the left overs 

home. The meat was cooked to 
perfection. 

 
If you’ve never had a Chiminana 

before, make sure you order one 

at LaCarreta. Oh my God! We all 
loved it. Careful though, there’s a 

lot to eat for 1 person. 
 

 
 
All the evaluation staff was 

impressed that on a Wednesday 

night this facility was as busy as 
it was. We all thought it was cool 

the staff communicated in 
Spanish. It added to the 

ambiance of the night. 

 
Suggestions at this time: Having 

more than 1 tub of Salsa for the 
dipping chips pre meal. There 

were only 2 bowls set out with 6 
people dipping out of them. Also, 

having some sort of wine special 

and servers promoting that 
special would be also great for 

the wine lovers in the community 
that like more that wine from a 

box. There are quite a few wine 

lovers in the Jamestown area. 
 

The ambiance of the facility is 
spacious and does give a little 

hint of south of the border.  

 
The “RUMBLER” magazine and 

the evaluators rate LaCarreta 

with an 86.33% Great job 3 ½ 

Stars out of 4!  

 

 
 

Sweet...oh so sweet! 
1954 OLDS F88 

 

 
 
This is the car that in 1954 could 

have 'killed' the Corvette. 

 
So, Chevrolet, being GM's big 

sales and profit division, 
campaigned to GM to 'kill' this 

car. 

 
When Chevy was coming out 

with its 6-cylinder sports car with 
its 2-speed 'Powerglide' 

transmission and side curtains, 
there was a sports car from Olds 

with a big old V-8 engine with 

power windows. 
 

So, GM said, 'no' to Oldsmobile 
on building this car. 

 

The world's rarest automobile: a 
1954 Concept Olds Rocket F88 - 

the only one in existence. 
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John S. Hendricks (Discovery 
Communications founder), paid 

in excess of $3 million to acquire 

this 1954 Oldsmobile F-88 
Convertible Concept Car. 

 

 
 

After spending decades as a 

collection of parts stuffed into 
wooden crates, the F-88 was 

reassembled.  
 

In 1954, the F-88 was a 

Motorama Dream Car, and was 
one of only two (or an 

unconfirmed possible three), ever 
created.  

 
The F-88 seen here is literally the 

only car left of its kind and was 

sold to John and Maureen 
Hendricks at the prestigious 

Barrett-Jackson Auto Auction in 
Scottsdale, Arizona, for an 

unbelievable $3,240,000. 

 

 
 
This acquisition made automotive 

history and is in the cornerstone 
of the Gateway Colorado 

Automobile Museum, in its own 

special room in a rotating display, 
worthy of the F-88. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Muscle Car Rewind - 
Nickey Chevrolet 

Camaro 

 

Story & pictures by hotrod.com 

In November 1966, Car Craft’s 
Dick Scritchfield traveled to 

Chicago to get the low-down on 
how Nickey Chevrolet was 

producing “the wildest Camaro 

ever by dropping Chevrolet’s 

biggest engine into the new GM 

featherweight.” His account of 
the big-block conversion ran as a 

story called “427 Camaro” in the 
Feb. ’67 issue.  

 

Never mind that the Camaro was 
all new at that time, on the 

market for barely two months. 
“The first Camaro had hardly 

slipped off the transport at the 

Nickey lot before Dick Harrell, the 
AHRA professional stock car 

points champion and now 
Performance Advisor at Nickey’s, 

and parts manager Ken White 

got busy measuring the engine 
compartment,” Scritchfield wrote. 

The new 350ci, 295hp SS engine 
was “nice,” he said, “but it still 

wasn’t the largest powerplant in 
the Chevy warehouse, so the 

crew at Nickey’s was looking for 

something more.”  

 

That something, of course, was 

Chevy’s L72 427, which, Harrell 
and White found out, “slipped 

right in, even to the exact 
matching of the engine mounts,” 

Scritchfield said.  

http://www.hotrod.com/muscle_car_review/mscp_1204_nickey_chevrolet_1967_chevy_camaro/photo_01.html
http://www.hotrod.com/muscle_car_review/mscp_1204_nickey_chevrolet_1967_chevy_camaro/photo_03.html
http://www.hotrod.com/muscle_car_review/mscp_1204_nickey_chevrolet_1967_chevy_camaro/photo_02.html
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Well, not quite. The big-block 

turned out to be 2 inches longer 
than the 350, so its fan had to be 

attached directly to the water 

pump pulley instead of the 
spacer used in the small-block. 

Also, if you opted for the Nickey 
intake manifold mounting two 

four-barrel Carter AFB carbs 

(which brought the output up to 
450 hp), the stock hood wouldn’t 

close. “But don’t worry, Harrell 
and White have an answer for 

that,” Scritchfield wrote. “They 

have a competition scooped (al à 
Vette) fiberglass hood that fits 

over the multiple carburetor 
installations.” One could also help 

offset the big-block’s 90 extra 
pounds by swapping the stock 

cast-iron exhaust manifolds with 

a set of Bill Thomas–designed 
headers, though they—and the 

steering box—needed some 
clearance to fit.  

 

Most of Scritchfield’s story 
cataloged the effort required to 
get that big motor into the 

Camaro’s engine bay. But he also 

showed off the traction bars 

Nickey developed to eliminate 

spring wrap “without changing 

the ride characteristics.” He also 
photographed an air conditioner 

spacer tucked under the front coil 
springs to bring the now-heavier 

nose back to stock ride height.  

 

“With all that happiness under 

the hood, naturally we could 
hardly wait to give the 427 

Camaro a try,” Scritchfield wrote 
late in his story. Despite the chilly 

Chicago weather, the engine 

fired right up, and Scritchfield 
wasted no time in pinning himself 

to the seatback with “almost no 
foot pressure.” He and the Nickey 

crew, including Harrell, took the 
Camaro to Great Lakes Dragways 

in Union Grove, where “in street 

trim and with muffled exhaust 
but with the addition of eight-

inch M&H slicks on 15x5 rims and 
4.56 gears, the Camaro turned in 

an 11.90 e.t. at 114 mph. This 

was with the four-barrel Holley 
carburetor and close-ratio four-

speed transmission. Changing the 
single Holley for two Quadrajet 

carburetors boosted the time to 
126 mph in 11.4 seconds.  

 

 

 “The potential of this 
combination seems almost 

unlimited, leaving a lot of room 
for experimentation,” he 

concluded. “In street trim the 
Camaro is a wild, going concern 

and on the strip it will keep you 
right in the thick of the 

competition.”  

 

CLASSIC CAR 

SUMMARY: 

1963 STUDEBAKER 

AVANTI R2 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

It probably isn’t 100 percent 
accurate to call Jason Ford’s 

1963 Studebaker Avanti his “daily 
driver.” 

But it’s close. 

The Luxemburg, Wis., resident 

doesn’t drive his stunning gray 
Avanti when there is salt or sand 

on the Wisconsin roads, and he 
usually has to shut the car down 

http://www.hotrod.com/muscle_car_review/mscp_1204_nickey_chevrolet_1967_chevy_camaro/photo_04.html
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for at least a few weeks in the 

dead of winter. 

But if there are no flakes in sight 
and no snowplows to dodge, 
Ford will usually have his R2 on 

the road. He’s rolled up more 

than 113,000 miles in the past 15 
years, and the Avanti’s odometer 

has turned over twice already — 
it went past 200,000 last 

summers. 

Ford flew from Wisconsin to 

Washington State to look at the 
car back in 1997. He promptly 

drove it about 2,000 miles home 
and he’s rarely had it off the road 

since. 

“I drive it as much as I can. As 
long as the weather is nice, it’s 
out,” he says. “I bought it to 

drive it, not to look at it. It’s 

always out until at least 
Thanksgiving, and there have 

been a few years I’ve had it out 
until Christmas if it hasn’t snowed 

much. If they don’t salt the 

roads, I’ll keep driving it.” 

 

The only time the Avanti has 
been out of commission for any 

length of time came a few years 
back when Ford was driving 

home from the Iola Old Car Show 
in Iola, Wis., and had an 

unplanned meeting with a deer. 

“It was surprising that on this 
fiberglass body car you hardly 

even notice [you hit it],” Ford 
recalled. “A deer jumped right 

out in front of me. I didn’t have 

time to do anything, but I didn’t 

even really feel it hit the car. I 

thought maybe I missed it 
somehow, but then I thought I’d 

better stop and take a look at it, 
and when I slowed down, steam 

started to come out. And when I 
got out, I could see it had 

punched a hole right in the front 

end… That would have been 
right around ’99 or 2000.” 

If there was a silver lining to the 
mishap, it was that it gave Ford a 

reason to again make the car 
look like it did when it came from 

the Studebaker factory. That 
meant sanding off all the red 

paint that had been sprayed on it 

sometime during its life and 
repainting it the Avanti Gray 

Iridescent that it wore originally. 
The color has made a head-

turning car even more of an 
attention getter. 

“This was a rare color on these 
cars and I couldn’t even find a 

picture of a car this color, so I 
didn’t really know how it would 

look,” Ford said. “But I figured if 

I was going to go to the trouble 
of painting it, I’d put it back to 

the original color, and I love the 
color. 

 

“In the original lineup they didn’t 
have this color. They had black in 

place of this gray… But they 

found that black showed all the 
little lines and imperfections, so 

they started using gray. They 

only did that for a couple 

months, and then they brought 
the black back. It was only 

available for three months or so. 
It’s very rare. I’ve never seen 

another gray one… I’ve gone to 
national shows and I’ve never 

seen another one. I don’t know 

how many they painted gray. I’m 
sure it’s less than 100, and I’d 

guess 10 to 20 of them.” 

 

Of course, any Avanti is a scarce 
machine these days. Studebaker 
built just 3,834 examples in 1963 

and 809 in 1964 before the 

company’s financial troubles 
brought a premature death to 

one of the most innovative and 
promising vehicles of the era. 

The Avanti was intended to help 
save Studebaker from extinction 

by shaking it loose from its musty 
and stodgy image. Although this 

effort ended in failure, history will 

judge the Avanti to be a success 
in many ways. It was part sports 

car, part pony car and part 
muscle car, with space age looks 

and enough go-fast ability that it 

could run with any crowd. More 
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than anything, the Avanti was 

fun and different. It didn’t look 

like anything else, yet it was 
traditional enough, with its back 

seat and V-8 power, that it didn’t 
scare everybody away. 

Three engine alternatives were 
offered for the 1963 Avanti: the 

base R1 power plant, the 
supercharged R2 and the 

seldom-seen and expensive R3. 
The R1 featured a 280-cid/240-

hp V-8. The R3, although 

garnering a great deal of 
publicity, was an extremely rare 

commodity. The R2 was readily 
available and (at $210) not 

terribly expensive. It offered a 

brand of performance rather 
different from that of the 400-

plus-cid V-8s generally available 
in the mid-1960s. 

 

 

While the R2 lacked the brute 

force of other muscle cars, the 
use of a supercharged and 

relatively small V-8, along with 
clever and resourceful use of 

existing Studebaker components, 

resulted in an American car that 
needed no apologies or alibis for 

either its acceleration or 
handling. 

Officially listed as a 1963 model, 
the Avanti received a tremendous 

publicity boost through the 
successful assault upon existing 

American records by an R3-
engineered Avanti in August. 

Among the new marks 
established was a two-way Flying 

Mile mark of 168.15 mph. Early 

in 1963, a four-speed-equipped 
R2 Avanti that was almost 

completely stock, except for its 
exhaust system, averaged 158.15 

mph through the measured mile. 

The R2 Avanti engine was based 
on Studebaker’s V-8, which had 
entered production in 1951 with 

a displacement of 232 cid and 

120 hp. By 1963, this V-8 had 
evolved through several 

displacement changes and for the 
R2 had reached 289 cid. A sealed 

Carter AFB four-barrel carburetor 
was used in conjunction with a 

Paxton SN-60 centrifugal 

supercharger. Due to the 
supercharger, the compression 

ratio of the R2 was at 9.0:1 
Output of the R2 was impressive: 

289 hp at 5200 rpm and 330 lbs.-

ft. of torque at 3600 rpm. 

 

Ford was one of those guys who 
loved the Avanti from the start, 

even before he became a 

Studebaker loyalist. “I had been 

looking for one since I was in 

high school. I saw my first one of 

these at the Henry Ford Museum 
in Detroit,” he said. “I went to 

high school in Detroit and just 
loved the car, but obviously I 

didn’t have any money then. It 
was probably 10 or 15 years later 

when I thought I could buy one.” 

 

Naturally, Ford wasn’t really 
looking for an Avanti when he 

came across the red R2 that he 
would eventually own. “When I 

found this one I was actually 

looking for parts for my 
Studebaker Hawk,” he said. 

“There was a guy out in Seattle 
that had parts and he also had 

this car, so I had him send me 

pictures of it and we were 
actually planning on taking a trip 

out there anyway, so I told the 
guy to hold off on the parts and 

I’ll take a look at the car when I 
get out there. 

“So I looked at the car and fell in 
love with it and it was exactly 

what I wanted. I always wanted 
a four-speed, supercharged, 

round-headlight car and it was 

just what I wanted. The guy let 
us keep it overnight and we 

drove it around and we loved it 
and decided to buy it and my 

wife [Bev] flew home and I drove 

the car home.” 

Ford did some routine 
maintenance on the R2 and later 

pulled the engine and 

transmission and rebuilt them 
after breaking a ring. Beyond 

replacing the upholstery on the 
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seats, he left the interior largely 

original. The car got lots of miles 

on the road almost immediately, 
then got even more after the 

deer incident. “The paint was 
good enough so I figured I didn’t 

need to do it right away, but 
once I had to do some bodywork 

on it, I knew it was time to paint 

it,” Ford said. “The interior other 
than seat covers is original. 

Nothing has been touched. The 
carpeting, side panels, dash — all 

that is all original. Everything else 

has been gone through a little at 
a time, I guess. We didn’t really 

restore the car all at once.” 

Ford has never really thought the 

R2 felt or drove like an “old car,” 
which is why he hasn’t treated 

the Avanti like its fragile. He’s 
been working on Studebakers for 

years, and if something breaks 
he fixes it. 

 

“It drives like a modern car. It 
really does. The very modern 

cars are more comfortable than 
this, but if you go back into the 

’90s, this car drives just like a car 
from the ’90s. It’s not like the old 

’60s cars that are real stiff and 

don’t handle well. This car rides 
and handles real well,” Ford said. 

“Performance-wise, it’s got 
everything you’d want. It will 

snap you right back in your seat. 

In fact, I broke a rear axle once 
just fooling around, taking off 

from the line. It’s got all kinds of 
torque and all kinds of power 

[laughs]. The top end is 

supposed to be 160. I’ve never 

gone that fast in them, but I’ve 

had it up to 145 and it still was 
pretty stable… It was the first 

American production car with the 
front disc brakes. It’s got a built-

in roll bar built into the roof. It’s 
got a door lock that won’t pop 

open in an accident. It’s got a lot 

of safety features.” 

 

Ford’s car came with the four-
speed manual. The Avanti also 

came with a three-speed or an 
automatic with overdrive. A 

previous owner put a Hurst 
shifter in Ford’s car, and that’s 

just fine with him. He has the 

original shifter, but he doesn’t 
plan to swap it back in. “The 

Studebaker shifters were pretty 
sloppy. A lot of people don’t like 

them,” he said. I’ve never driven 

the Avanti with the original 
shifter. This is the only shifter 

I’ve driven, but all the guys I talk 
to say they are sloppy and they 

have a real long stroke that’s 
hard to get into gear. The Hurst 

shifter is real tight, real easy to 

get into gear, so I don’t think I’ll 
ever take the Hurst shifter out. I 

do have the original one at home 
so if I ever sell it, somebody will 

have the original shifter with it if 

they want it.” 

The car also has an aftermarket 
steering wheel that was 

apparently installed long ago. 

Ford likes that, too, although he 

has tracked down an original 

steering wheel that may go in the 
car at some point. “The original 

wheels are … next to impossible 
to find if you’re looking for one, 

and if you find them, they are 
$2,000 to $3,000 restored. So I 

didn’t really go looking for one 

because I like this one, but I 
always thought if I ran into a 

steering wheel I’d get it, and I 
happened to run into a guy who 

had one that needed to be 

restored and he said I could just 
have it, so I have that at home 

and one of these days I will 
restore it so I have an original 

one in there.” 

 

Ford hasn’t been able to retrace 
the entire life story of his Avanti. 

He knows it was originally owned 
by someone in the Los Angeles 

area, then later bought by a 
doctor “who owned it for years 

and years. I haven’t been able to 

trace it back to its original owner. 
I do know it was a California car. 

A lot of the Avanti were bought 
up by people in California when 

they were new.” 

 



P a g e  | 16 

The handsome gray Studebaker 
will be staying in Wisconsin for 

the foreseeable future, however. 
At the rate he is racking up miles, 

Ford could roll the odometer over 
yet again in a decade or so. He 

figures he’ll give it a good try, 
anyway. 

“Unless I have to get rid of it, I’ll 
probably keep it until I’m gone 

and my kids will have to fight 
over it,” he laughs. “There are a 

couple of them that want it 

already.” 

 

 CLASSIC CAR 
SUMMARY: 

1965 CHEVY 
CORVAIR 500 

 

Story and photos by Brian Earnest (Old 
Cars Weekly) 

Rick Sanford is one of those 
fanatical “Corvair guys” who can’t 

get enough of Chevrolet’s famed 

— and star-crossed — rear-
engine sports cars. He’s rescued 

them, rebuilt them, raced them, 
swapped them, restored them 

and showed them. 

A few years back he realized his 
dream of assembling an award-

winning Corvair, one that was 
restored to the highest standards 

and was a close to a brand-new 
Corvair as he could come. That 

car was a stunning, red 1965 
Corsa turbo coupe that has 

earned the AACA HPOF 

recognition and top honors from 
the Corvair Society of America. 

Having a “top of the heap” car 
wasn’t enough, however. Sanford 

can’t pinpoint the reason why, 
but he also had a longing to own 

a “low-budget” Corvair with no 
bells and whistles. He owned the 

thoroughbred, and wanted the 

plow horse to go with it. 

“Some guys call them ‘bookends’ 
… I started to really want to have 

both ends of the spectrum,” 

laughed Sanford, a resident of 
Frederick, Md. “My red car is fully 

equipped. It has every option on 
it. It’s completely restored and in 

perfect condition. It’s a beauty 
queen, but I always wanted a 

‘Plain Jane’ to go with it.” 

When he probably least expected 
it, the perfect candidate fell into 
Sanford’s lap: a 1965 no-frills 

Corvair 500. It was a green 

coupe that belonged to another 
Corvair enthusiast, Ward 

Bourgondien. The car had been 
sitting for years, was all-original, 

and was in need of a new home. 

 

 

“I had just finished a total 
restoration on my red car and a 

friend of mine called me. We had 
a mutual friend [Bourgondien] 

who had been suffering from 
cancer. He was big into Corvair 

and Corvettes,” Sanford recalled. 
“The guy who helped me restore 

my red car called and asked me if 

I’d be nice enough to help get 
Ward’s last car out of the 

garage… We were going to get it 
running and clean it up so his 

wife could sell it. So we went and 

got it, and it was all covered in 
dirt and nobody had done 

anything with the car in years, 
but we started rubbing on it and 

my wife said, ‘This car is in pretty 
good shape, let’s take it home.’ 

So we bought it, and instead of 

fixing it up for them to sell it, we 
cleaned it up and kept it 

ourselves.” 

Sanford may have pursued the 

car earlier if he had known how 
original and full of potential it 

was. The car had only been titled 
by the original owner, had only 

12,450 miles on the odometer, 

and needed almost nothing. The 
car didn’t really work out as 

planned for either of the first two 
owners, and Sanford figured he 

was just the right guy to show off 

the Corvair as the kind of 
original, unrestored hobby car 

that you don’t see every day. 

“The car was originally bought by 

an elderly couple outside of 
Washington, D.C.,” he said. “The 

guy apparently died shortly after 
he bought the car, and it never 

got moved after that… Ward 
bought it from the woman, but 

he never titled the car. It wasn’t 

running good when he brought it 
home, and he stopped right away 

and had five new tires put on it, 
but then he parked it and never 

did anything with it. He had a lot 
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of other cars and it never moved 

from his garage. 

“When I showed up, it was 
covered in dirt … It probably took 
a month to get it cleaned up and 

get it running right and change 

all the systems … You’re not 
going to just drive a 48-year-old 

car that’s been sitting… 

“It wouldn’t start, so I took it 

down to a friend’s house and got 
it running and it was a mess. It 

was clicking and clacking, that 
sound of bent push rods. It was 

making all kinds of noise. It was 
a mess.” 

 

Sanford eventually found out the 
engine had three stuck valves 

and the Corvair wound up getting 
a valve job, along with a new gas 

tank and sending unit, new 
hydraulic and brake lines, new 

wheel cylinders and new master 
cylinders. “But right now it looks 

factory. I didn’t change 

anything,” he said. “I kept 
everything that I took off of it, 

even the original wheel cylinders. 
The headliner is a light green, 

and it’s impeccable, and interior 

is perfect!” 

The Corvair even had its original 
license plates on it. 

“The only thing that is visibly 
different on it is the battery and 

tires,” Sanford said. “Everything 
else is pretty much 100 percent 

original.” 

Sanford’s enthusiasm for Corvair 
clearly hasn’t waned over the 

years, and he’s obviously having 
almost as much fun with his two 

“bookend” cars as he had with 
his first Corvair back in the 

1960s. At that time, the Caviars 
seemed like a good alternative to 

the high-dollar dream cars that 

Sanford had been admiring, but 
couldn’t afford. 

“I was young kid working at an 
MG-Austin-Healy-Jaguar dealer, 

and I didn’t have any money, but 
I wanted to be involved in 

motorsports,” he recalled. “I 
couldn’t afford anything else, so I 

bought a $200 ’61 Corvair. It was 

a station wagon. I autocrossed it, 
rallied it, did everything with that 

’61. You know, even the most 
ratted-out MG I couldn’t afford, 

but that Corvair, I could afford! 

 

“I was an SSCA road racer, 
autocrosser and all that from way 
back … and when I met my wife 

I had a Corsa convertible. I had 

that for 25 years, but when we 

moved from Myrtel Beach [S.C.] 

to beach to Maryland because of 
a job and I sold the car.” Sanford 

came back to his Corvair roots in 
1997 when he found his red 

Corsa, which then led to his 
green Corvair 500, the humblest 

of the Corvair. 

Not that there wasn’t some 
excitement with the 1965 Corvair 
500 when it was unveiled. That 

was the same year that the 

Corvair got a major facelift, with 
smooth-flowing, rounded lines 

and many other changes. The 
cars were wider, longer, more 

modern looking and featured 

curved windshield and rear 
window glass. All the closed cars 

had a hardtop, pillar-less design. 

The 500 series included a four-

door sport sedan and hardtop 
sport coupe. A total of 36,747 of 

the hardtops were built for the 
model year, more than double 

the 17,560 sedans produced. The 
coupes carried a base price of 

$2,022, about 70 bucks cheaper 

than the sedans. 

 

A 95-hp horizontally opposed six-
cylinder engine was standard, but 

a 140-hp power plant and four-
speed synchromesh were 

available for buyers who wanted 
a friskier ride. Powerglide was 

also optional. Other standard 

features included a heater and 
defroster; all-vinyl interior; twin 

sun visors; front seat belts; front 
armrests; locking glove box; 



P a g e  | 18 

cigarette lighter; coat hooks and 

interior light. 

The station wagon and pickup 
body styles that had been a part 
of the first generation of Corvair 

were gone for 1965, and the 

Greenbrier window van would 
follow suit after one more 

season. 

The bottom tier 500 lineup 

remained on the Corvair menu 
until the nameplate ran out of 

steam permanently after the 
1969 model year. Production 

figures fell every year after 1965. 
With the arrival of the Ford 

Mustang and its long list of 

worthy challengers, the Corvair 
500 and all its siblings faced a 

losing battle. After building more 
than 54,000 Corvair 500s in 

1965, Chevy managed just 2,762 

assemblies for 1969. 

For guys like Sanford, though, 
the Corvair has never gone out of 

style, and the car’s appeal has 

never faded. He’s long since 
grown tired of Ralph Nader’s 

famous crusade that the Corvair 
wasn’t safe, although he’s not 

blaming Nader for the car’s 
extinction, either. 

 

“The Mustang killed the Corvair, 

not Nader,” he said. “The Corvair 
appealed to two groups of 

people, really. Aviation guys liked 
them because the engine was 

like an airplane engine. I’ve been 
messing with Corvair for years, 

and I’m an airplane guy, too. I’m 

a pilot, so they appeal to me. No. 

2 is the sports car people. If you 
went to an autocross or a road 

rally in ’60s, half the cars were 
Corvair. It was your first sport 

sedan. 

 

“It was just an unusual car. They 
were an affordable, sporty car 

and cheap to maintain. They 

were very sporty to drive, and 
they handled very well, like a 

Porsche, especially the later 
models.” 

Sanford drove his Corvair 500 to 
the AACA East Regional Meet at 

Hershey, Pa., last fall and 
received an HPOF (Historical 

Preservation of Original Features) 
award for the car, which still has 

less than 14,000 miles on the 

odometer. As much as he likes 
buzzing around in his green time 

capsule, he doesn’t want to rack 
up many miles on a car that has 

beat the odds and remained so 

original for so long. A fender 
bender that would require a new 

paint job, or some other 
unforeseen mishap, could spoil 

much of the car’s authenticity. 

“It doesn’t even have 14,000 

miles on it … Shoot, I have a 
2012 Suburban with 45,000 miles 

on it, and it’s not even a year old 

yet!,” Sanford chuckles. “We like 

driving our Corsa quite a bit, but 
try not to put many miles on the 

green car … We do exercise it a 
bit, get it out once a week, or 

every few weeks, and run it 
around the neighborhood or run 

errands. It runs great. It’s fun. It 

makes you feel good to drive it.” 

 

 
 

 
 

MEMBER SHOWCASE 
CRAIG GAIER 

1966 CHEVY IMPALA 
 

 
 

It was the fall of 1967 and I was 

a freshman at NDSU in Fargo 
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"without a car"! I had been 

hitchhiking around town and 

bumming rides off my friends 
since college started and I was 

one of the few students of those 
I knew who didn't have a ride of 

his own, which wasn't cool.  

Usually it was just the "gals" that 
didn't have many cars amongst 

their numbers, even my high-

school classmate, now my first 
year college room-mate, had a 

car and because he had a steady 
girl-friend I couldn't count much 

on his ride except to get back 
and forth to home a hundred 

miles away, so many a week-end 

was dormitory spent. My room-
mates car would be a cool 

collectable now days in that it 
was a 1961 black Chevy Impala 

2-door hardtop. 

  

Now I had a car during my senior 

year in high school in the form of 
a 1959 Chevrolet Biscayne 4-door 

sedan with a powerglide 6-

cylinder, also in black, sort of the 
old man version of a Batmobile, 

but for some reason a rod let 
loose while cruising at about 90+ 

miles an hour down the 

Interstate and then my father 

sold it off as was. This was 

several months before starting 
college arid with no money of my 

own at that time I was SOL. 
Then, good-ole Dad to the 

rescue. After about two months 
in college my second-cousin 

Dewey, who was a car salesman 

for Kiefer Chevrolet in Moorhead 
showed up at the dorm driving a 

1966 Chevrolet Impala Super 
Sport, and told me my father had 

called him and talked with him 

about a car for me for a birthday 
surprise and they thought this 

might work. Seems a thirty-five 
year old fellow had bought it new 

from Dewey in 1966 and had just 
traded it in on a new 1968 model 

of some sort. It was still like new 

with only 24,000 miles in marina 
blue with the solid blue vinyl 

bucket seat interior (they had 
two versions of blue interiors 

available that model either in 

solid or two-tone), 327-V8-4 bbl. 
(275 hp), powerglide (2-speed 

automatic transmission - not my 
first choice), power steering, 

tinted glass, am radio and  
whatever else came with the SS 

(Super Sport) package (the 

bucket seats, floor shift with 
console, tri-bar spinner wheel 

covers, etc.). Of course what I 
really wanted was an SS-396 

Chevelle or GT -390 XL Fairlane, 

but the only choices I was 
getting was the 1966 Impala SS 

or a standard 1965 Impala coupe 
with a 283- V8 in black with red 

cloth interior (looked nice, but 

hey I was 18 years old and a 
327-SS with bucket seats was 

always better than a non-SS 283 
with a bench seat). So, for a 2-

year old car like new with 24,000 
miles "$2400.00" exchanged 

hands and it was mine. I do 

remember the window sticker 
that was still in the glove box 

saying the list price as new was 

$3,200 and some odd dollars. 

Over the next three years I 

proceeded to add another 80,000 
miles on the odometer (that car 

being my second home) before it 
was traded off with 104,000 

miles on it without ever being 
overhauled (it did need two 

carburetor kits and needed a 

tune-up about every 10,000 to 
12,000 miles but ran better after 

I installed a Mallory dual point kit 
along with an Accel coil). I was 

also heavy into STP'ing it by that 

time because of the oil 
consumption and for most of my 

college days the gas wars in 
Fargo kept gas at 15 to 28 cents 

a gallon for a couple years so we 
never worried about filling the 

tank. In the fall of 1970, when it 

was traded on my new Monte  
Carlo, I missed it for a time but 

that feeling goes away when 
you're in a new one for awhile, at 

least until years later (41 years 

that is, circa 2011) and I found 
myself looking at an exact copy; 

color and interior; engine and 
transmission, of the same year 

and model car for sale at the Car 
Craft Nationals in St. Paul, MN. I 

only took some pictures of it and 

of the "For Sale" signage in the 
window, as I wasn't buying 

anything until I could unload my 
1971 Chevy EI Camino. After I 

sold the EI Camino, almost a 

year later, I got out my pictures 
to look up the info. on the for 

sale sign and called him up to 
see if he had ever sold it and he 

hadn't. The rest is history and I 

now own it (although it cost 
several times more than the one 

back in 1967). It still doesn't 
have everything I would have 

liked it to have (maybe a 396 or 
427, maybe a turbohydromatic 

transmission or 4-speed, or 

power windows or locks), BUT 
the best part at my age that it 

does have is working factory air 
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conditioning and the factory 

gauge package adds to the 

interior looks as well. It's not 
perfect, but it'll be a work in 

progress until I can get it as best 
I can and out of the others in my 

collection it will be the last one 
I'll be parting with when I pass it 

on to one of my sons. In the 

meantime when I drive it I feel 
like maybe 21 again (not quite 

18)!  

 

JAMESTOWN COLLEGE  
This story by Masaki Ova, Editor-in-Chief 

of Jamestown College Student Media 
Center. 

 

Wild About Jamestown College: 

The 27th Annual Dine and Bid 
will take place April 20 at the 

Larson Center on the Jamestown 
College campus. The event is a 

scholarship benefit dinner and 
auction with all proceeds going 

towards the scholarships that JC 

gives to students. 

“For Jamestown College, almost 
100 percent of our students 

receive scholarships to come 
here,” said Karen H. Crane, 

director of annual progress fund 
and major gifts. “This contributes 

about $100,000 towards those 

scholarships. Obviously it costs 
more than that for us to cover all 

the scholarships, but it puts a 
significant monetary amount 

towards scholarships for college.” 

The dinner and auction is open to 

anybody outside of the college.  

“Many of the companies and 

businesses right here in 

Jamestown are people who are 

supporting us as sponsors of the 

event too,” she said. “It’s very 
much a community-wide effort. 

Alumni, friends, it’s people right 
here in town too.” 

The event features the 

opportunity to bid on a variety of 
items in silent and live auctions 

and the chance to win raffles 

throughout the evening.  

Items in the auction include a 

tailgate party at the Jimmies’ 

Sept. 14 home football game; a 
one-of-a-kind Jamestown College 

quilt; a Kentucky Derby party 
hosted by football coach Shawn 

Frank and his wife, Lori; a stay at 

Bellasera Hotel in Naples, Fla.; 
and a poster autographed by 

Jamestown’s Alf Clausen, Emmy-
winning composer from “The 

Simpsons.” 

“We are very grateful for people’s 
generosity and creativity at 

coming up with some of the 

items for the auction,” Crane 
said.  

She said she would be “extremely 

happy if the college raised 
$100,000 at the event. Proceeds 

from the dine and bid is only part 
of the goal of raising $250,000 

for the month of April. Last year, 

the event raised over $115,000.  

“People are extremely generous 
at this event leading up to it,” 

she said. “We are not expecting 
to raise it all in one night.” 

Mort Sarabakhsh’s marketing 

class is helping JC reach the 
$250,000 goal for the month of 

April. Harold Newman challenged 

the college to raise $250,000 for 
scholarships during the month of 

April by committing an initial gift 
of $50,000. 

The dine and bid committee 

established a theme called “Wild 

About Jamestown College” 
because they wanted people to 

get fired up about the college 
itself, she said. 

 

A meal will be catered by 
Aramark and overseen by 

Regional Executive Chef Paolo 
Stefani. His credentials include 

catering in the corporate suites 

during the 2000 Summer 
Olympics in Sydney, Australia. 
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“Everyone was thrilled with the 

meal last year,” she said.  

 

The entire Institutional 

Advancement Department, along 
with the volunteer committee 

members, is involved in the 

planning and execution of the 
event: VP of Institutional 

Advancement Polly Peterson, 
Karen H. Crane, Bill Robb, Donna 

Schmitz, Erin Klein, Dan 
Hornung, Marlene Wiest, Dustin 

Jensen, and Danny Neville. 

Students are also involved with 

the event. They Jamestown 
College students get involved in 

the event by managing valet 
parking, greeting attendees, 

displaying items, serving the 
meal, and assisting with delivery 

of large auction items to buyers’ 

homes. 

“I name any group on campus 
that I name,  and there will be 

someone there to represent 
them,” she said. “They may have 

participated in this and realized 
the value of the scholarships they 

received when coming to 

Jamestown, and in the future, 
they may choose to come back.” 

Tickets for the event is $75 per 

person. Anyone can get tickets 
by contacting Karen Crane by 

calling 701-252-3767 ext. 5512, 

or by going to the website 
alumni.jc.edu. and go to events 

or the calendar. Registration for 
the event closes Friday. 

 

 

 

 

2013 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

04/13 Car Show 
to 31st Prime Steel Car Club 

04/14 
Contact Adam 218-745-
4070 

  Grand Forks, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

04/16 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Drag Racers 
04/18 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 
04/27 NHRA Chassis Inspection 

  Test-N-Tune 
  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
04/27 Test-N-Tune 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 
04/28 Shootout Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
05/04 Opening Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
05/05 Test-N-Tune 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Brainerd International 

05/08 Wednesday Night Drags 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

05/10 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

05/12 Race 1 & Superbikes 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
05/11 Coor's Light Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 
05/11 Shootout Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

05/12 
Class Races & Papa 
Murphy's 

  100 MPG Club Challenge 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

05/14 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Drag Racers 
05/16 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
05/18 HS Graduates Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Car Show 
05/18 Acres of Iron 

  Mandan, North Dakota 

  Buffalo City Karting 

05/19 Race #1 
  Test-N-Tune (If needed) 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Car Show 
05/19 Roughrider Chevrolet Club 

  Bismarck, North Dakota 

05/18 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Season Opener 

05/19 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Brainerd International 
05/22 Wednesday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

05/24 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 
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05/26 
Race 1 of 3 Muscle Car 
Series 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
  Salute to Armed Forces 

05/24 NHRA Street Legal Races 
05/25 Shootout Races 
05/26 Coca-Cola Points Quick 8 
05/27 Coca-Cola Points Quick 8 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
05/25 Advantage RV Mod Tour 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
05/25 2nd Annual National Open 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

05/31 Car Show & Auction 
to Devils Run Show & Auction 

06/02 
Contact Stan 701-740-
7340 

  Devils Lake, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
06/01 Quad Races 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Brainerd International 
06/01 Thunder at the Lakes 
06/02 NHRA Divisional Race 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Buffalo City Karting 

06/02 Race #2 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/05 Brainerd International 
06/05 Wednesday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/07 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

06/09 Race 2 & BMW Club 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Car Show & Rod Run 
06/07 Classtiques Car Club 

06/08 
Contact Larry 701-222-
2069 

  Bismarck, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
06/08 Kids ride in race cars 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 
06/08 Old Skool Drags 
06/09 Coca-Cola Points Race #3 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

06/08 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Car Show & Music Festival 
06/09 Buggies-n-Blues 

  Mandan, North Dakota 

  James Valley Street 

Machines 
06/11 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

06/14 Brainerd International 
to CRA Superbike Racing 

06/16 Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
06/15 Bomber Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
06/15 King of the Track 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 

06/15 5th Annual "Dave Graves 
  Corvette/Mustang Rally 
  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
06/16 Race #3 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
06/16 Mid-West Wild Bunch 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Brainerd International 
06/19 Wednesday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Drag Racers 
06/20 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Car Show 
06/21 Prairie Cruisers Car Club 
06/22 Medora Car Show 

  Medora, North Dakota 

06/21 Car Show & Rod Run 
to MSRA 

06/23 Back to the 50's 
  St. Paul, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
06/22 Showdown on the River 

  Shootout Races Quick 8 
06/23 Coca-Cola Points Race #3 

  Shootout Races Quick 8 
  Junior Dragsters 
  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Jamestown Drag Racers 

06/27 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Car Show 
06/28 Badlands Drifters 
06/29 Cars in the Park 2013 

  Glendive, Montana 

06/28 Car Show & Auction 
to Automania 

06/30 automaniabrandon.com 
  Brandon, South Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
06/29 Girl/Boy Scout Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Brainerd International 

06/29 Bracket Drag Racing 
06/30 Race 3 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

06/29 Top End Dragways 
& Bracket Weekend 

06/30 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
06/30 Race #4 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
07/04 Fireworks Spectacular 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/04 Brainerd International 

to Bracket Drag Racing 

07/07 
Race 2 of 3 Muscle Car 
Series 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Car Show 
07/06 Buffalo Rally 

  
Jamestown Classic Car 
Club 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 

07/06 
Dakota Classic Modified 
Tour 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
07/06 Hot Rod Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
07/06 Mayors Challenge 

  Midwest Wild Bunch 
07/07 King of the Track 

  Junior Dragsters 
  Midwest Wild Bunch 
  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Brainerd International 
07/10 Wednesday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Drag Racers 
07/11 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/11 Counts of the Cobblestone 
to Rod Run 

07/14 Rapid City, South Dakota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
07/12 Race #5 

  Dash for Cash 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/12 Brainerd International 
to Power cruise 

07/14 Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
07/13 Fair Races 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

07/13 Top End Dragways 
& CanAm Outlaws Extreme 

07/14 Sabin, Minnesota 
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James Valley Street 
Machines 

07/16 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Drag Racers 
07/18 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Rod Run 
07/19 Prairie Cruisers Car Club 

  Dickinson, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 
07/19 NHRA Street Legal Races 
07/20 Countdown to the Jam 

07/21 Coca-Cola Points Race #6 
  4th Annual Junior Jam 
  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Car Show 
07/20 Shuffle to Buffalo 

  Buffalo, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
07/20 NOSA Sprint Car Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

07/20 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

07/20 Brainerd International 
& Bracket Drag Racing 

07/21 Race 4 World Series 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Car Show 
07/21 Paul Bunyan Vintage Auto 

  
Show. Contact 218-444-
2840 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
07/21 Race #6 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Rod Run 
07/25 Swanks Car Club 

  Cruise to Casselton 

  
Contact: Gary 701-261-
5738 

  Casselton, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Drag Racers 
07/25 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
07/27 Amsoil Qualifier Night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
07/27 Bracket Weekend 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Car Show 
07/27 Suedes Car Club 

  Run 81 
  Hillsboro, North Dakota 

  Car Show 

07/27 29th Annual Weekend of 
  Wheels Car Show 

  
Contact: Kelli 218-492-
4201 

  Grand Rapids, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 

07/28 
National Dragster 
Challenge 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

07/26 Jamestown Drag Racers 
to Airport 1/8 mile Drag Race 

07/28 Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Brainerd International 

07/31 Wednesday Night Drags 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

08/02 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

08/04 Race 5 
  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
08/02 NHRA Street Legal Races 
08/03 Shootout Races 
08/04 Coca-Cola Points Race #6 

  
National Dragster 
Challenge 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
08/03 Hot Rod Drags 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

08/09 Car Show & Rod Run 
to Dakota Rodders 

08/11 Granny Run 

  
Grand Rapids, North 
Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/10 NLRA Late Model Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
08/10 Bracket Weekend 
08/11 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
08/11 Race #7 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

08/13 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/15 Brainerd International 
to Lucas Oil NHRA Nationals 

08/18 Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/17 Back to school night 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Car Show 
08/17 Crookston Classic Cruisers 

  Crookston, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
08/17 Shootout Races Quick 8 

08/18 Coca-Cola Points Race #7 
  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Buffalo City Karting 
08/18 Race #8 

  Final Race 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

08/21 Brainerd International 
08/21 Wednesday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/24 Season Championship 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

08/24 Bracket Weekend 
08/25 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
  Thunder on the Prairie 

08/29 Car Show downtown Pierre 
08/30 NHRA Street Legal Races 
08/31 Coca-Cola Points Race #8 

  Junior Dragsters 
  Thunderstruck Jet Dragster 

09/01 Coca-Cola Points Race #9 
09/02 Coca-Cola Points Race #10 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Brainerd International 
08/30 Muscle Car Shootout 
09/01 Grand Finale 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Car Show, Auction, Races 
08/30 Motor Magic Weekend 
09/01 Minot, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
08/31 MW Mod Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

08/31 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
09/01 Street Stock Special 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

09/04 Brainerd International 
09/04 Wednesday Night Drags 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 
09/07 Bracket Weekend 
09/08 Sabin, Minnesota 

09/13 Brainerd International 
09/15 Season Finale 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

09/13 Heartland Park 
& ET Finals 

09/15 Topeka, Kansas 

09/13 Brainerd International 
to CRA Superbike Racing 

09/15 Brainerd, Minnesota 

  James Valley Street 
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09/17 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
09/20 42nd Annual 
09/21 Stock-car Stampede 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

09/21 Don Wilhelm Inc.  
  3rd Annual Car Show 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Oahe Speedway 

09/20 National Open Test-n-Tune 
09/21 Stc/SStk Combo 

  Drag Sled 
09/22 Finals Class Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

09/21 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

09/22 2 Day Event 
  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 
09/28 Mid-West Wild Bunch 
09/29 Sabin, Minnesota 

08/02 Brainerd International 
to Bracket Drag Racing 

08/04 Race 6 

  Brainerd, Minnesota 

  Top End Dragways 

10/05 
TintMasters Street Legal 
Day 

  Sabin, Minnesota 

  Oahe Speedway 
10/05 Fall Finale Shootout 
10/06 Fall Finale Class Races 

  Pierre, South Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 
10/12 Bracket Weekend 
10/13 Sabin, Minnesota 

  Swap Meet 
10/13 Roadsters Twin Cities 

  
Contact: Jack 612-849-
4916 

  St. Paul, Minnesota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

10/15 Monthly Meeting 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Jamestown Speedway 
10/26 Banquet 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  Top End Dragways 

10/26 
Final "Big Money 
Weekend" 

10/27 Sabin, Minnesota 

  James Valley Street 

Machines 
11/12 Monthly Meeting 

  Jamestown, North Dakota 

  
James Valley Street 
Machines 

12/17 Awards Banquet 
  Jamestown, North Dakota 

 

 

 

SWAP SHOP 

 

 
For Sale: 

 

 
 
1990 Cadillac Coupe de Ville, 

runs and drives great, excellent 
highway mileage, very good 

condition. New tires, 152,000 
miles, straight body, no rust. 

Asking $3500 or best offer. 

 
Dave Olson 
701-252-3257 

 

 

CLUB SITES 
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