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LOOKING TOWARDS
THE FUTURE

A big kudos and thank you for
everyone that participated and
helped.
The
James
Valley
Street
Machines and Wilhelm Chevrolet
are going to do this again in
2019. It will be the weekend of
the Jamestown Stampede at the
racetrack. Keep reading the
“RUMBLER”
for
more
information.

Story & Photos by Skovy

Hello everybody from wonderful
Jamestown North Dakota.
What an eventful month we’ve
had here at the James Valley
Street Machines. We just finished
off our 8th Huntington’s Disease
Annual Car Show and 5k walk
and run that was held at Wilhelm
Chevrolet here in Jamestown.
This car show is done in memory
of my friend and fellow hot rodder
Dan Wilhelm. His brothers and
sister have banded together with
the
James
Valley
Street
Machines to put on this car show
and
have
drawings
and
donations
all
going
to
Huntington’s Disease Society of
America (North Dakota Branch).
This year, with a lot of help, the
car show was able to raise
$29,700.00 for Huntington’s and
an additional $4500.00 that was
given to the local 4H club.
So far since we’ve started this
car show in 2012, we’ve been
able to raise almost $150,000.00
for Huntington’s. It’s amazing
how each year we find more and
more people right here in North
Dakota that have this terrible
disease that took the life of my
best friend.

Plenty of events coming up in
October for the James Valley
Street Machines. On Sunday,
October 14th we will be going on
our “Fall Harvest Cruise” to
Lisbon. When we arrive in
Lisbon, we will get on a bus and
tour 3 big shops in Lisbon. After
we’re done touring the shops we
will stop in Fort Ransom for
dinner.
Also, at the end of the month,
Tuesday October 30th will be our
“Moonlight Madness” Scavenger
Hunt. Run around town figuring
out clues and 1st three back will
be eligible for prizes. Plan to
attend. There is a flyer in this
“RUMBLER” magazine.
The other day I was at lunch and
somebody came to me and told
me “The James Valley Street
Machines is too busy of a club”.
I’m not sure how to respond to
that. All I can say is “We’re not
busy enough”. The James Valley
Street Machines are moving
forward with bigger and better
things in the future.
This week, we launched our new
web site. www.jvsm.club If you
get some time, pull it up on your
computer or Smartphone and
cruise through it. It’s full of
information and growing each
day. All the past “RUMBLERS”
will be there to look over and all
the future “RUMBLERS” will be

there also. You can still use our
old
address
www.jamesvalleystreetmachines.
com if you have it saved on your
favorites and it will be directed to
our new site.
Our Christmas Extravaganza
(Christmas Party Fund Raiser) is
going to be held at the KC Hall
here in Jamestown on December
13th. There is a flyer on the
Extravaganza in this issue of the
“RUMBLER”

Meeting night at Sabirs in
Jamestown on October 10th. The
meeting starts at 7:00. Come on
over and see how fun this
organization is.
Of course, the “RUMBLER” now
touches over 41,000 readers via
our emails and a complete report
with pictures are in this edition. I
could ramble on for hours about
the great time.
To all of you that are still
contemplating become members,
quit thinking about it. Get in
there. This organization is a blast
and we are starting to be
recognized all over the world.
Yes,
that’s
right.
The
“RUMBLER” magazine now goes
to organization in England and
Canada. WOWZA!
Don’t be bashful. We are a very
active organization and want
members. It’s only $25.00 for a
regular membership & $50.00 if
you want the “RUMBLER” mailed
to you.
skovy@donwilhelm.com
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ACTIVE MEMBERS
Allmer, Michael
Anderson, Roger & Meleia

OCTOBER
Johnson, Sonia
Olson, Adele
Lovgren, Gary
Jangula, Duane
Noot, Kim
Martin, Randy
Stokke, Scott
Gackle, Mary Kay
Gilge, Corey
Wehling, Tim
Behm, Connie
Gibson, Ted
Lubenow, Owen
Moser, Gloria
McMahon, Mark
Nogosek, Amy
Huber, Steve
Johnson, Irving
Johnson, Rod
Weber, Ross
Gilbertson, Mike

10/01
10/02
10/04
10/05
10/05
10/07
10/07
10/08
10/11
10/11
10/12
10/16
10/21
10/26
10/27
10/27
10/29
10/29
10/30
10/30
10/31

Anderson, Scott & Kim
Anderson, Bruce & Kathy
Andreassen, Kevin & Cindy
Bachmeier, Donovan & Karla
Baker, Neil & Judi
Balvitsch, Wayne
Barth, David & Roslyn
Barth, Brandon
Behm, Earl & Connie
Bennefeld, Greg & Judy
Bensch, Paul & Janis
Berg, Wayne & Tami
Bergman, Alan
Beyer, James
Block, Scott & Pat
Brandenburger, Max
Briese, Lee & Penny
Calheim, Clifford & Marla
Carow, Billy
Corell, John
DeBuck, Jeff
Derheim, Erica
Dewald, Joel & Della
Elhard, Casey & Amy
Elhard, Dale
Elhard, Travis
Engles, Jeremy & Tonya
Engquist, Merrill (Sparky) &
Marcia
Erickson, David
Forester, Kenton (Butch)
Fuchs, Justin & Nichole
Gackle, Dan & Mary Kay
Gaier, Craig & Johnston, Ruth
Geisler, David
Getz, Josh & Rachael
Gibson, Teddy & Diane
Gilbertson, Mike & Murray, Kim
Gilge, Corey
Gilge, Larry & Cindy

Grueneich, Jim & Naomi
Gumke, Don & JoAnn
Gumke, Matt
Guscette, Greta
Guthmiller, Neil & Linda
Hansen, Michael & Angie
Haseleu, Todd & Lexi
Heinle, Larry & Audrey
Hellman, Brad & Cheryl
Hoggarth, Tim & Tiffany
Holzkamm, Al & Cindy
Houge, Jason & Ann Marie
Huber, Al & Sue
Huber, Bruce
Huber, Steve & Betty
Huber, Robert
Huebner, Steve & Jo
Jangula, Duane
Janke, Harvey & Cindy
Jaskoviak, Steven (Skovy)
Johnson, Brandon & Sonia
Johnson, Rod W.
Johnson, Ron
Johnson, Irving & Marilyn
Johnson, Spencer & Amee
Kamlitz, Brian
Kapp, Dan & Jennifer
Karn, Dale & Sue
Keim, Lyman & Darlene
Kertzman, John & Janelle
Kesler, Michael & Mary
Kiefer, Randy & Linda
Kleinknecht, Delno & Phyllis
Krein, Larry & Kelly
Krenzel, Barry
Kuss, Alex
Lambert, Ken
Larson, Don & Bonnie
Loose, Larry & Bonita
Lovgren, Gary & Marlyn
Lubenow, Owen & Kyla
Lulay, Bob & Alma
Lynn, Randy & Monica
Lynn, Tyler & Pauline
Martin, Randy & Patti
Masters, George & Eileen
McCullough, Gary & Billie
McDermid, Tim
McIlonie, Bernie & Darlene
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McLaen, Roger & Caryn
McMahon, Mark & Katherine
Meidinger, Jamie
Meikle, Jack & Gloria
Miller, Randy
Miller, Jerry
Miller, Aaron
Mischka, Kenneth & Judy
Mittleider, Ricky
Mitzel, LeRoy
Moser, Jeff
Moser, LeRoy & Gloria
Nenow, Roger & Lois
Nogosek, Aaron & Amy
Nohrenberg, Larry & Judy
Noot, Jay & Bryant
Olson, David & Adele
Orness, Stan & Sharon
Peterson, Mike & Amy
Ravely, Thomas & Rhonda
Readel, Larry & Nadine
Redinger, Dale
Renshaw, Dennis (Brett)
Reuer, Lonnie & Tammy
Riffe, Gary & Jill
Rivinius, David & Caryn
Rixen, Dennis
Rudolph, Randy
Sabir, Nam
Schadler, Alan & Melinda
Schauer, Cindy
Schauer, Ronald
Schumacher, Devin
Schumacher, Stephanie
Seckerson, Kelly & Tricia
Seher, Jeff
Siegle, Randy & Patty
Stokke, Scott & Cris
Thoele, Kevin & Kim
Thomas, Troy & Trisha
Thomas, Jerry & Susan
Timm, Curt
Tompkins, Steve & Debra
Tracy, Dean & Martha
Vanderwal, Kier & Candace
VanFleet, Jake
Wagner, Donavon & Pam
Watson, James
Weber, Ross & Diana

Wegner, Donald & Marla
Wehling, Tim
Westerhausen, Leon & Mary
Jane
Wick, Brent
Widmer, Dan
Wiest, J.P. & Judy
Wilhelm, Jeff
Wilhelm, Jordan
Wilhelm, Rod & Sandy
Williams, Laura
Wolf, Cameron
Wonnenberg, Douglas & Robyn

This year we were slated to go to
Sulleys Landing in Devils Lake
when this great opportunity came
across us to visit a couple of big
shops in Lisbon, North Dakota.
What a surprise to all of us. This
was more than we all expected
and kudos to Mark and Katherine
McMahon for bringing this up to
our organization.

2018 FALL HARVEST
CRUISE (LISBON) WAS
HELD ON 10/14/18
Story & Photos by the James Valley
Street Machines

Mark & Katherine planned for a
converted school bus (made into
a party bus) to meet us at the
Lisbon High School parking lot.
There was gravel and they didn’t
want any of us to get rock chips
on our car.
We were met with members from
Fargo, Lisbon and Wahpeton. A
total of 37 people went on this
garage tour.

Billy Carow 701-659-0489
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The bus only held 30 guests, so
we had 2 other vehicles following
along behind the bus.
Our first stop was south of Lisbon
on Dennis & Sharon Peterson’s
farm. Super nice farmyard built
around a cool pond
Definitely a Ford man. 2 shops.
One that he does his own
restorations in and the other was
stocked full of fabulous cars.
Awesome!

Our second stop was in Lisbon
where we visited Kevin & Janine
Brummund’s home. They had a
cool shop and storage facility out
in the back yard.
Definitely a GM man. There were
2 other buildings with other cars
but our cameraman (Tom) forgot
to take some pictures of some
neat hot rods!
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Our third stop was in about 5
miles west of Lisbon on gravel
road.
It was hard not to enter this
farmyard without having your
mouth agape. So much ... not
enough time ... Oh my God!
This is the farmyard of Clarence
Jorgensen. The signs you see in
this picture are “REAL DEAL”
signs on their original posts. They
were all over this farmyard along
with gas pumps. You haven’t
seen so much.
We were greeted by Clarence’s
grandson Troy Jorgensen and he
became our tour guide.
This was AMAZING!
BUILDING #1
These are the vehicles that are
either in line for restoration, or,
for sale.

32,000 actual mile 64 Impala 409 4 speed

BUILDING #2

The walk was cool but well worth
it.

This building is the 409 building.
Everything here depicts 409’s.
There had to be 30 tri-power set
ups along the wall along with
fantastic gas pumps and signs.
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BUILDING #3
This is the 40’s and 50’s building.
All these cars are pristine and
fully functional. Troy, he said his
job in the summer is to dust
these cars off and drive them. He
seemed bummed out but at least
3 members almost passed out
wanting his summer job!

BUILDING #4
This building had to have over
150
totally
restored,
fully
functional gas pumps. All the
lights and clocks worked.
Unbelievable!

Our fourth and final stop was in
about 2 miles east of Clarence’s
farmyard. This is the farmyard of
Steve Jorgensen (Clarence’s
son).
As we drove from Clarence’s
farmyard to Steve’s, there were 2
perfectly aligned staging areas.
Not junk yard but staging areas.
All these cars are all restorable
and not parted out.
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And here’s what’s in line for
restoration in another building.

Give me some smelling salt!

Not only does Steve restore gas
pumps in this building, but he
also restores his cars also. Here
are the projects he’s working on
now.

While we were finishing up, we
learned we’ve only seen just a
little of what is in Lisbon. We
heard of a huge MOPAR
collection and a couple of other
farmers with cool collections.
Mind you, you have to be invited
to these farms as they are not
open to the public.

This is the shop on Steve’s land
where they meticulously restore
each and every gas pump.
Heated, full bar, game room,
every tool imaginable.
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2018 HUNTINGTON’S
DISEASE CAR SHOW
AND 5K RUN WAS HELD
ON 09/22/18
Story & Photos by the James Valley
Street Machines

2018 Huntington Car/Truck
Show winners
There was $27,900.00 raised for
Huntington’s Disease Society at
this show in memory of Dan
Wilhelm and $4,500.00 to the
local
chapter
of
the
4H
organization. A huge Thank You
to everybody!

Show Stopper 1st Place
($250.00 & Trophy)
Judged Event
George Masters (451 Points)
1951 Ford Woody Wagon
George Masters donated the
$250.00 to Huntington’s Disease
Society

Show Stopper 2nd Place
($150.00 & Trophy)
Judged Event
Brandon & Dave Barth (442
Points)
1966 Chevrolet Nova SS
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6th Place TIE
6th Place – Dale Redinger – 1957
Chevrolet Pickup (tie) (404
Points)
6th Place – LeRoy Moser – 1936
Ford Street Rod (tie) (404 Points)

People’s Choice 2nd Place
($100.00 & Trophy)
Duane Kamphius
1972 GMC Sierra Grande

Show Stopper 3rd Place ($75.00
& Trophy)
Judged Event
Jeff Peterson (437 Points)
1972 Plymouth ‘Cuda

Honorable Mention (Show
Stopper 4th, 5th, and 6th place)
4th Place - Jeff Peterson - 1972
Plymouth ‘Cuda (408 Points)
5th Place – Dean Jose – 1947
Chevrolet Sedan Delivery (407
Points)

People’s Choice 1st Place
($150.00 & Trophy)
Dale Redinger
1957 Chevrolet Pickup
Dale Redinger donated the
$150.00 to Huntington’s Disease
Society

People’s Choice 3rd Place
($50.00 & Trophy)
Judged Event
Jeff Peterson
1972 Plymouth ‘Cuda
Jeff Peterson donated the $50.00
to Huntington’s Disease Society
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James Valley Street Machines
Choice – Member Choice
($100.00 & Trophy)
Choice made by the James
Valley Street Machines
Steve & Deb Tompkins (1965
Pontiac GTO)

Hope’s Choice ($100.00 &
Trophy)
Choice made by Miss Rodeo
North Dakota Hope Ebel
Jake & Courtenay VanFleet 1967
Catalina (In memory of his
grandpa Dick VanFleet)
Jake & Courtenay VanFleet
donated
the
$100.00
to
Huntington’s Disease Society

Mayor’s Choice ($100.00 &
Trophy)
Choice made by Jamestown
Mayor Dwaine Heinrich
Eddie Wuitschick 1956 Chevrolet
150 (Fast Eddie)
Eddie Wuitschick donated the
$100.00 to Huntington’s Disease
Society

WOW Rat Rod ($100.00 &
Trophy)
Choice made by the James
Valley Street Machines
Bob Bauman 1928 Ford Rat Rod
(Skunkworks)
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Owners Choice ($150.00 &
Trophy)
Choice made by Rod & Jeff
Wilhelm
Terry Frohlich 1972 Challenger
Convertible

Winner of the 2018 Chevrolet
Camaro Convertible (Raffle)
Cassie Schering – East Grand
Forks, Minnesota

Winner of the $1000.00 (Raffle)
Mike Lawson – Anchorage,
Alaska
Car Club with Best attendance
– Outside Jamestown ND city
limits ($200.00 & Trophy)
Choice made by Attendance
Roughrider Chevrolet Association
–
Bismarck/Mandan
North
Dakota – 27
Roughrider Chevrolet Association
donated
the
$200.00
to
Huntington’s Disease Society

Winner of the $500.00 (Raffle)
Dusty Attleson – Jamestown,
North Dakota
Winner of the $500.00 (Raffle)
Lani Glover – Grand Forks, North
Dakota
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A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL
OF YOU FROM THE WILHELM
FAMILY!
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especially convertibles bound for
Los Angeles.
"If it's got a ragtop, there's
interest in it," Charles says.
Occasionally, customers fly in
from California to check out the
cars.

IT’S A BUMPER CROP:
FATHER, SON HARVEST
VINTAGE CARS
Story & Photos by Craig McEwen
(inforum.com)

Hardtops tend to stay in the
Midwest, he says.
A
1961
Chevy
Impala
convertible, listed for sale in
Classic
Autos
and
Parts
magazine, fetches $6,500. It has
no motor or transmission.

Older cars and trucks are hot out
east, where many become street
rods, says Steve, 42.
Where they look

A 1956 Pontiac Safari two-door
station wagon, in need of a new
floor, carries a $3,500 price tag.
Steve and Charles Jorgenson are
North Dakota cattle farmers. You
wouldn't know it by the crop of
vintage automobiles covering
acres of their land.

A pair of well-worn 1954
Mercedes sedans are headed for
Poland.

They have harvested well over
1,000 car and truck carcasses,
dating from the 1900s through
the 1970s, and meticulously
parked them in rows by model
and production year on their
neighboring Ransom County
farms.

Japanese customers crave 1959
Chevys. "If you can find a
convertible, they will take it,"
Charles says.

The vintage vehicle shells are
what street Rodders and classic
car enthusiasts worldwide are in
search of - Chevys, Fords,
Chryslers,
Pontiacs,
Buicks,
Oldsmobile’s, you name it.

A 1958 Oldsmobile will soon
become a resident of Sweden.

They don't care for 1960 Chevys,
despite being a near twin to the
1959 model. It's that model's cateye tail lights, peering from
beneath wing-like fins, that the
Japanese prefer, says Charles,
65.

Cattle farming is their full-time
job, but "a lot of our spare time" is
spent working with cars, Charles
says. "It's a hobby for us."
The Jorgensen’s search for the
cars through newspaper and
magazine advertisements. They
find them at auction sales and
estate sales in North Dakota,
South Dakota and Minnesota.
Once found and purchased, the
Jorgensen’s
transport
the
automobiles by trailer back to
their farms.
Some they restore, some are
sold intact to customers, others
are dismantled and sold part by
part, Charles says.
Some of their cars have
appeared in movies, including
three '20s and '30s models that
appeared in "The Road to
Perdition," a 2002 period piece
starring Tom Hanks.

These are the vehicles that many
car buffs grew up with, and will
go to any lengths to customize or
restore to the original.

"They just rented them as 'extra'
cars," Steve says.

The Jorgensen’s, father and son,
sell the cars, in all sorts of
condition, for parts or restoration.
Most of the 1960s-era cars are
shipped to the West Coast,

Several pole barns contain
dozens of restored Chevys that
Charles started collecting in June
1990. Among them is a 1927
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model that his grandfather
bought new for $745.

several sporting the popular 348and 409-cubic-inch big-block
engines.

Steve's favorite: A 1932 Chevy
two-door sedan. "That's the one
we drive the most. It's not a show
car," he says.
Steve hasn't a clue what drove
him to start collecting cars.
"I just got into it more, and more,
and more," he says.
"It's about liked a disease now,"
says his father. "It's been really
interesting. I've had a lot of fun."

Another shed contains one each
of every Chevy two-door hardtop
made starting in 1950 - the first
year for hardtops.
A third building has a wide
selection of cars, most of them in
good condition - running and
ready for restoration.

1969 DODGE DART:
EVOLUTIONARY DART
Story by Cam Benty & Photos by Grant Cox
(hotrod.com)

Bit by the bug
Steve Jorgenson traces his car
collecting to a neighbors' auction
about 20 years ago, when he
bought a 1938 Chevy coupe and
a 1948 Studebaker pickup.
"I sold one for a couple of
hundred dollars,'' he says, "and
I've been collecting ever since."
Newspaper ads, auction sales
and swap meet produced the
hundreds of cars he has since
collected.
His father was lured in by a 1957
Chevy two-door hardtop at one
sale. Steve didn't want it. His dad
did.

"It sat in the trees and rotted, and
I completely re-did it," he says.
One building is reserved for topof-the-line
Chevy
Impalas,

"That's how I got started,"
Charles says, explaining the car
was built the year he graduated
from high school.
He is strictly a Chevy man. "I like
anything from '55 to '61," he
says.

This is the story of one man’s dream
becoming reality. Like so many other
enthusiasts, it’s a story of patience,
vision, and taking advantage of those
opportunities as they occur.

Clinton Grell, like so many of us,
got the performance bug while in
high school. His first experience
came while helping his buddy
pour a concrete slab for his
garage. In that garage was a
1970 440cid 6-Pak Challenger. In
exchange for his labor, the
Challenger owner took Grell to
the Mopar Nationals in Columbus
in the summer of 1999.
That’s all it took to set the hook.
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A peek under the rear bumper reveals
just a taste of the sophisticated
suspension components Grell added to
get this Dart to plant its massive P315
rear Mickey Thompson Sportsman tires.

While it would’ve made sense for
Grell to be an E-Body fan, Grell
went another way and decided
that he would build a late 1960s
Dart since A-Bodies were more
affordable than the more popular
E- and B-Bodies. They also, due
to their lighter weight, responded
well
to
performance
modifications. Throughout high
school and college, he set out
mentally designing the perfect ABody. It had to be a stroker
small-block, and it had to be fast.
Honing his skills through the
customization
of
sport
motorcycles, he graduated from
two wheels to four shortly after
getting
married.
Now
a
mechanical engineer by trade,
but still restricted by a limited
budget at the time, he decided to
intensify the search for his
elusive Dart project. It was an
advertisement in Craigslist that
was to turn things around.
“In November 2011, I came
across a Craigslist ad for a 1969
Dart in Sedalia, Missouri. I called
and spoke with owner Rex
Morrill,” said Grell. “The way Rex
talked
about
the
car’s
performance could make anyone
feel total excitement about the
car.
This
Dart
was
the
culmination of all his years of
racing and building cars. He told
me that he’d built the car to ‘go
fast and look good!’ and I believe

that I had already made up my
mind that I was going to buy the
car regardless of what I found
when I looked at it.”

perfect combination — not to
mention
the
finances
and
willpower it took to see it through
to the end.”

Powering the Dart is a 417-cid small-block
Mopar engine that puts it solidly in the 10second quarter-mile club. The engine
compression was set at 11:1 so that Grell
can use his Dart for dragstrip or cruise
night duty.

To feed the “big” small-block is an
Edelbrock Victor W2 intake manifold and
a Holley 950-cfm carburetor.

So Grell borrowed a pickup truck
from his friend, Clay, and the two
droves from his home in Wichita,
Kansas, to Missouri. From his
first ride in the car there were
warning signs but Grell had stars
in his eyes. A first warning sign
should
have
been
the
combination
of
a
highhorsepower 416-cid small-block
engine (13.9:1 compression) and
four-wheel drum brakes. On a
test-drive down a deserted street
near Morrill’s home, the take-off
pressed them both deep in their
seats. Unfortunately, the landing
wasn’t smooth, as the Dart nearly
took out a stop sign and came to
rest in a neighbor’s front yard. It
was an inauspicious start to be
certain, but regardless of the
adventure, that Dart was coming
home with Grell.
Said Grell, “Since I’ve owned the
car, the Dart has had a total
engine rebuild, two different
transmissions, three sets of
wheels, three different rear ends,
three front ends, three torque
converters, and three different
steering boxes. It’s hard to
believe that I’ve changed so
many components multiple times
and to think of all the frustrations
I went through trying to find the

But those frustrations were
broader than simply drivetrain
and suspension deep. Upon his
arrival home, Grell noticed
bubbling under the paint in the
rocker panels. Removal of the
fuel cell and interior carpeting
revealed a huge amount of rust
not only in the flooring but in the
rear crossmember, rear frame
rails, and inner quarter-panels.
Taking care not to disturb the
exterior paint, he cut out the
rusted panels and replaced them
with new. He repaired the frame
rails and installed a new rear
crossmember from Auto Rust
Technicians. He coated the
underside of the car with POR15
and filled the frame with
Eastwood internal frame coating.
From there, things were to evolve
in a not so terrific way. To
generalize, Grell has rebuilt most
of the car, much of it due to rust
and general corrosion. As noted
he’s made an assortment of
changes to the drivetrain, none
more notable than the engine
rebuilds.
Having
diagnosed
engine damage due to metallic
flakes on the spark plug
electrodes, the entire engine had
to be rebuilt by Headway Engine
Service (owner Stuart Goertzen)
in nearby Buhler, Kansas.
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Programmable gauge system, which uses
a GPS speedometer. This IP is far
beyond the factory analog gauge package
and the owner, Clinton Grell, fabricated
the dashboard.

The interior is all business with a set of
Procar Pro-90 seats covered in black
vinyl. The steering wheel is a grant Elite
and for tunes – well you have to refer to
that awesome powerplant under hood.
The roll bar is designed to protect the
occupants with a removable bar that
allows entry to the rear seats.

Goertzen
recommended
dropping the compression down
to a more manageable 11:1
compression after discussing
Grell’s desire to run on 91-octane
pump gasoline. Many of the
original engine internals were
reused, including the Eagle
crankshaft, Edelbrock Victor W2
intake, Chrysler W2 hears,
Harlan Sharp rockers, and
splayed main caps. Taking the
bore out to 4.035-inch and
inserting new JE custom pistons
and using the 55cc W2 hears
made the compression at lot
more manageable. Chad Speier
at
Speier
Racing
Heads
completed the mild flow work
getting the ports up to 300 cfm at
0.700-inch lift reworked the
heads. REV custom valves were
responsible for 5 cfm of
additional flow all by themselves.
Today, the car’s best run, after all
of Grell’s perseverance, is 10.49
seconds at 128 mph. While that
was plenty gratifying, He never
forgot about Morrill, that Dart’s
original owner, who came down
with cancer not long after Grell
hauled the Dart down to Kansas.
The two had stayed in touch over
the years with Morrill clearly living
vicariously as Grell told him of
each change he had made to the
car along the way.

Commanding the GM 200-R4 overdrive
transmission is this Precision
Performance Products Kwik-Shift II shifter
bolted to a Race craft shifter mount.

Grell finally hit his target of
dipping into the 10-second range
on his second pass resulting in a
10.994 run during an event in
Tulsa. At the event, he videoed
the landmark accomplishment
and posted it on YouTube for
Morrill to see, since he could no
longer travel due to his health.
Morrill was elated at the
performance of the Dart. Said
Grell, “I was happy to know that
he was able to watch the car
again before he passed. I think it
was something he wanted to see
before he went.”
Today,
Grell
continues
to
massage the Dart in a quest for
even faster time slips. Yet he
delights in taking the car on
cruise nights with his family, the
roll cage specially built by
Holzman Race Cars to allow
passengers into the rear seating.
A labor of love, this Dart
represents on man’s dedication
to seeing a dream come true –
one that he shares with all that
will buckle up and take a ride.

This high-tech instrument panel is more
sophisticated than you may think. After
reworking the wiring system of the Dart,
Grell installed SpeedHut, Evolution Series

Concludes
Grell,
“Stuart
[Goertzen] once told me that the
engine builds that fought him the
most usually turned out best in
the end. I always kept that in the
back of my head and when things
got rough with one part of the
build, that it would be all that
much better in the end. Once it
was back together, all those
headaches seemed a lot less
significant than when I was
dealing with them in the moment.
Without the tremendous support
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from my wife, help from friends,
and the mass borrowing of tools
that I needed along the way, the
completion of the car wouldn’t
have been possible.”

The oversized radiator and twin electric
cooling fans ensure that the “big” smallblock runs cool regardless of the task.

cool as this. To get to this level however it
took amazing levels of effort to resurrect
this rusty A-Body into a 10.49-second
quarter-mile
performer.

over front suspension. The improvement
in cornering, braking, and overall handling
was dramatic, according to
Grell.

T
his CSR electric water pump allows Grell
to cool down the engine by circulating
coolant even when the engine is off.
These are very popular with racers who
need to cool down the engine between
runs.

Keeping in step, the Dana 60 rear end is
supported by coil over suspension and
ladder bars that plant the rear tires when
the big small-block sends torque
rearward.

The Dart’s original TTI headers were too
far gone to be replaced. As is standard
faire with Mopar guys, another set of TTI
stainless steel headers were installed,
featuring 1 7/8-inch primary tubing and 3inch collectors. Electric cut-outs help
please the cruise night
crowd.

The manual braking system avoids the
issue of configuring a power brake
booster, which would require engine
vacuum to operate. The front Wilwood
brakes and rear disc system replace the
factory drum brakes — which previously
almost ended the Dart’s — and Grell’s
life.

Clinton Grell could hardly have imagined
that someday he would own a Dart as

When Grell first purchased the Dart, it
was the removal of the original fuel cell
that revealed the first of the rusty panels.
Well those are all gone and replaced with
factory-style Sheetmetal and a new fuel
cell and Aeromotive SS fuel
pump.

The factory-style fiberglass hood was
painted black and drafts air into the
engine compartment thought this
functional
scoop.

Steering has been upgraded with a
Mustang II rack-and-pinion system. The
biggest change, however, is the swap out
of the factory torsion bars for an HDK coil

The rake of the classic Dart is just perfect
with narrow tires up front and big fatty’s in
the rear. The awesome paint was applied
by Zach Noel of 20 by 20 Hot
Rods.
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his extensive catalog that he’s
interested in low-production, lowmileage original cars to add to his
collection.

Narrow 17×4 Billet Specialties Street Lite
wheels are wrapped with Mickey
Thompson front runner tires up front.

The chrome red paint sizzles in the late
Kansas sky for this photo. Certainly, the
previous owner Rex Morrill could never
had envisioned just how cool his classic
Dart would become.
The 1967 GTOs were available in three
body styles. The hardtop (pictured) was
the most popular at 65,176 sold. Pontiac
went on to sell 9,517 convertibles,
followed by 7,029 post coupes.

In the rear, these huge 15×10 Mickey
Thompson stick the landing and help the
lightweight Dart to 128-mph plus quarter
mile speeds.

s
What self-respecting Dart would be
caught dead without its deck graphic?
This black stripe is a classic Mopar
Muscle adornment found on all upscale
high-performance Darts.

Story & Photos by Scotty Lachenauer
(hotrod.com)

It was Kevin’s son Kyler who got
the call. A man in the Midwest
said he had an original 1967
GTO that he had “pampered”
since he picked it up at the
dealership. With less than 10,000
miles on the odometer, and
having never been through any
sort of restoration, this time
capsule sounded like it was
exactly what they wanted for the
collection.

Kevin Beal has every Pontiac
lover’s dream job, co-owning and
operating Ames Performance in
Spofford, New Hampshire. He
oversees the largest Pontiac-only
parts supply house in the
country, catering to Poncho
enthusiasts around the world. If
you live and die by driving Tin
Indians, chances are you have
come across Ames Performance
on the hunt for those elusive
parts and pertinent pieces.

Though this GTO is remarkably original,
one thing the first owner did was modify
the exhaust system, adding “cheater”
pipes to get the edge on his brother. They
exit under the car, which the owner liked
better because that way he wouldn’t get
any unsightly soot around the tips or
bumper.

9,800 ORIGINAL MILE
UNRESTORED 1967
PONTIAC GTO IS REAL
TIME CAPSULE

Kevin likes to mix his passion for
parts by also collecting great cars
that have come out of GM’s
performance divisions. For a few
years now, he has advertised in

In February 2017, Kevin and
Kyler made their way to snowy
Michigan, trailer in tow, to get
their prize. The trip through nearblizzard conditions was well
worth it, as the GTO was
everything the owner said it was
and then some. The Goat was
loaded up and carefully brought
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back to New Hampshire, where it
went on display at Ames
Performance.
ONE GOAL

color. The dealership obliged,
and that started a short rundown
of
necessary
options
and
deletions for our young owner.

The story of this Goat starts way
back in the early 1960s. The first
owner was a kid on a mission at
an early age. He wishes to
remain anonymous. He says, “I
started working when I was 10,
doing a paper route. I saved all
that money with one goal: getting
a cool hot rod to call my own.”

All the original factory markings are easily
visible in the pristine engine bay.

With south of 10,000 miles on the
odometer, this Goat has been babied
since the day it came home. Only the
hoses and belts have been replaced.
Thee buyer did remove the original
radiator cap and master cylinder reservoir
cover so they wouldn’t corrode, but
replaced them before selling the car.

His brother was doing the same,
working odd jobs and saving his
money, both with the same intent
of buying a hot GM offering from
Detroit.
At 16 he bought his first car, a
Morris Minor, for $100, which
would serve him well over the
years. A year later the time had
come to purchase a new car. His
brother had recently gone to the
local Pontiac dealer to scout a
GTO, and he soon found himself
at the same dealer looking for his
dream car.
He, too, became quite smitten
with the 1967 GTO, though he
had a list of things he wanted for
his Goat. First, he wanted a dark
green car, so he custom-ordered
Sherwood Green (code 36),
which was an available Cadillac

“I
got
the
performance
differential, the Safe-T-Track,
with 3.36 gears, a Hurst-shifted
four-speed, and did not get
power anything, as I did not want
to rob power from the engine,”
says the owner. The only other
options were an AM radio, Rally
gauges, Soft Ray glass, and a
set of Rally II wheels.

already occupied the one-bay
garage at home, so he had to
think fast. His brother located a
three-car garage with just one
bay occupied. A pair of elderly
sisters owned the building, and
they were willing to rent out the
two spaces to the brothers. The
only problem was that it was 5
miles away from home. So, the
Morris Minor was used to shuttle
back and forth. The owner
figured it was a small price to pay
to have his dream car safe and
sound.
Since his brother owned a nearly
identical Goat, it was only natural
that the two would take them to
the outskirts of town and pit them
against each other. “It was
always neck-and-neck. I mean,
there was really no difference
between the two cars,” states the
owner.

Because he was only 17, he had
to get an adult (his 20-year-old
brother) to sign off on the deal,
which he paid for in cash. His
brother also picked out a GTO for
himself, nearly identical in
options (except for the color), and
paid in cash as well! His brother’s
choice for skin tone was Mariner
Turquoise Metallic topped with a
roof painted glossy black.

T
he interior on this car is nothing less than
stunning. It shows little or no wear
anywhere. Even the cardboard assemblyline floor mats are still with the car!

S
ome 1968 parts showed up on 1967
GTOs built late in the model year, as this
one was. The wooden shift knob, for
example, was new for 1968 but original to
this car. The option cost $3.96—money
well spent!

The next issue was where to
store the car, as our owner didn’t
want his GTO out in the
elements. His mother’s car

However, one day our owner
decided he needed to try
something different. He bought a
“sneaker” exhaust bypass and
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installed it without telling his
brother. “That gave me the
slightest edge, and I pulled away
from him on our next drag race.”
THE EASY LIFE
The GTO lived a quiet life over
the next few years. The owner
ended up buying his mother’s
house, and built a nice two-car
garage to house his prized GTO.
The Poncho was taken out
sparingly, and in the winter, it
was put up on 10-ton jack stands
and run regularly to keep it fresh.
He also used aviation gas in the
car, as his brother had a pilot’s
license, and the go-juice was
available for the taking. In 50
years of ownership, the car
racked up a measly 9,820 miles.

This car rides on its original F70-14
Firestone redline tires. Yes, the ones put
on at the factory. They are still in good
shape, with no visible dry rot and still
holding air. The Rally II wheels are
original to the car as well, and have never
been touched up.

After all that time the owner
decided that the car needed to be
passed on, as his family just
wasn’t interested in muscle cars.
Of course, it had to go to the right
kind of car guy, and he knew that
Kevin Beal would care for it the
way he himself had for the last
half-century.
The stunning GTO continues to
lead a tranquil life sitting with
other rare GM muscle in the
Ames lobby, preserved for future
generations to admire.

ADAM TOWNE’S 1956 F100
ROUSH 588R
Story & Photos by Joshua Elzey (hotrod.com)
Factory special-order paint jobs came
with a quart of touch-up paint. With it here
are the GTO’s original assembly-line tags;
the one on the left designates that this as
a special-paint vehicle.

This window placard was used to indicate
the day the car would be delivered. It can
be seen in the vent window in the photo
of the car sitting in the dealership parking
lot the day the owner picked up the
GTO.

In a photo dated October 1967, this GTO
is parked with the owner’s brother’s GTO,
painted Mariner Turquoise and with a
black glossy roof.

One day while sitting at his
excavation business in New
Hampshire, Adam Towne had a
customer enter interested over a
forklift that was for sale and
offered a partial trade. A few
handshakes later and Adam not
only had a very old truck on the
lot amongst the sea of work
trucks but now owned his first
soon-to-be hot rod, a 1956 Ford
F-100! Adam decided to do the
trade because the truck already
looked pretty good and having
never seen one up close was
excited over the big fenders and
back window for an added appeal
to the existing body lines that
housed
a
Chevy
350
transplanted under hood.
It wasn’t long before Adam
realized that the Dodge front
suspension put the motor at an
angle with the steering box. So,
the truck was put in the garage
for disassembly to allow a
Mustang II front clip to be
installed and at this point it was
decided to put a Ford Motor back
in. This required the firewall to be
modified,
to
which
they
discovered the cab was in pretty
rough shape, as he and his
helping hand discovered a lot of
pre-existing patches. So, one
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thing led to another on the build
as they dove in …

Adam Towne and his wife enjoy driving
the F-100 now that the suspension is
dialed in, increasing the fun time with the
reliability of this new daily driven truck.

Adam decided to find another
cab; using the Internet was the
best way to get started versus
repairing the old one. Eventually
he found one in Kansas, which
ended up being an entire titled
truck, making it the perfect donor
for the project. Adam set up to
retrieve the parts truck and
started taking it apart as soon as
it was unloaded. Next was
meeting with a seller from
Arizona at the F-100 Nationals
held in Knoxville, Tennessee, to
pick up a good set of doors.
While walking around the event
Adam located and brought back
a new complete bed. The parts
continued to trickle in as the F100 became a 12-year “project to
completion,” with the build being
off and on for periods of time.
Seeing an ad in Hot Rod
magazine four years later for a
new F-100 TCI Engineering
chassis with all the steering and
suspension, including a Currie 9inch rear-end, had him set on
starting over with a new
foundation. Adam was able to
use a stock 460 for mockup,
especially since he planned to go
the big-block route, so the new
chassis was the perfect choice to
move forward.
Once the truck was ready a
complete turnkey Roush 588R

with Cobra Jet heads was
ordered. The Roush had an
Edelbrock intake and Holly carb
setup that went through a dyno
before shipping out to Adam.
One of biggest challenges would
be getting the steering to work as
needed, as they tried to find
headers to fit with the TCI
Engineering steering shaft. But
with trial and error custom-built
headers by Sanderson met the
requirements. Then getting a
radiator to fit was next on the
agenda, to which was custom
built by Be Cool.

Lowrey’s Auto Restoration took Adam’s
roller and proceeded to shave the side
louvers and moved the front fenders
forward 2 inches to center the wheel,
keeping the changes subtle.

With the motor mocked up it was
time to prep the rest of the truck
by finishing off the firewall and
floor while also shaving the cowl
vents for a smoother look. Having
it so close to being completed
Adam’s wife pushed him to find
someone to finish the project so
they could enjoy it. This brought
Adam
to
Lowrey’s
Auto
Restoration’s doorstep, being
somewhat nearby so he could
stop in on the build periodically.
So, six years after receiving the
chassis the entire mocked-up
roller was moved to its new
home. Lowrey began to finish up
the last little bit of fabrication plus
shaving the side louvers and
moving the front fenders forward
2 inches to center the wheel.
Lowery also made the rear
bumper forks to match the ones

seen and inspired from a Chip
Foose build. They also clipped
the front frame horns to pull the
front bumper in and modified the
sides so it looked like it wrapped
around the truck. The F-100 was
then taken apart once again for
paint and then prepared for
reassembly.
Lowrey installed many of the
parts
Adam
had
already
acquired, such as the Billet
Specialties
steering
wheel,
Vintage Air system, power
windows, ididit steering column
with shifter, Dakota Digital
gauges, and so on, while having
the upholstery done through the
shop. The Ford had some
custom American Racing knockoff wheels installed to complete
the build. It was great to see his
vision of having a hot rod come
together but still keeping some
attributes traditional accented
with a few exterior body changes
to make people look twice to see
what’s different.

A Roush 588R with cobra jets was
installed using an Edelbrock intake as the
heart of the project. This was a must-have
under the hood for Adam!

The primary goal was not to have
a show truck but a reliable daily
driver that would be fun on the
backroads of New Hampshire.
This meant during the typical
shakedown things needed to be
further dialed in per any serious
build. During this time Adam met
Eli of Traditional Speed and
Custom who resided just down
the street and lent his expertise
in adjusting the ride height,
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change of bushings, and spring
rate requirements to help the F100 ride and handle better. While
there Eli also addressed some
electrical changes in the interior,
tuned the motor, fixed a broken
rocker arm stud, and even buffed
the paint, taking the whole truck
to another level in appearance.
Now that the kinks are worked
out Adam and his wife enjoyed
the truck for well over a year as it
handled and braked like a
Corvette with some nice get up
and go power. It didn’t last long
however before Adam started
thinking about a John Kaase box
429 engine build using an eightstack EFI system to get more
power under hood!

THE AMC GREMLIN X:
BECAUSE DIFFERENT IS
GOOD
Story by Kurt Ernst & Photo by
ProductionCars.com (hemmings.com)

By the late 1960s, it was
apparent that America’s appetite
for small, inexpensive and fuelefficient cars wasn’t going to
disappear. To counter this
assault
on
market
share,
American automakers opened
the 1970s with new economy
cars of their own, and as this
1971 print ad for the AMC
Gremlin X clearly illustrates, none
thought quite as far outside the
box as American Motors.

The interior was kept simple yet elegant
in black and chrome with many of the
modern conveniences to make the F-100
a comfortable driver yet with a traditional
touch.

Introduced in April 1970, the
AMC Gremlin hit the market five
months before the Ford Pinto and
the Chevrolet Vega. To speed up
development time (and reduce
development costs), the Gremlin
was built on a shortened and

modified
Hornet
platform,
borrowing heavily from the
corporate parts bin. While the
front two-thirds of the car was
conventionally styled, the car’s
kammback rear set it apart from
both domestic compacts and
imports alike, and its unusual
shape quickly won it both fans
and critics.

While the Pinto and Vega made
do with thrifty four-cylinder
engines, the 1971 Gremlin gave
buyers a choice of either the 135hp 232-cu.in. inline six-cylinder or
the optional 150-hp 258-cu.in.
six. Performance was exceptional
for the category, with period road
tests reporting a 0-60 MPH time
below 12 seconds and a top
speed of 100 MPH from the base
engine. Looking to capitalize on
this capability, AMC debuted the
Gremlin X for 1971, and was
quick to point out that the car
offered more than a stripe
package and revised badging.
In addition to a larger engine,
Gremlin X buyers got wider
standard
tires
than
the
competition, mounted on revised
slot-style wheels. Inside, the
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bucket seats were the same
models found in AMC’s sportiest
offering, the Javelin, which
consumers must have seen as a
major selling point given the
Gremlin X’s $2,299 starting price.
The ad seen here even brags
about the Gremlin X’s heavier
weight, perhaps looking to appeal
to those who equated mass with
safety.
Despite the Gremlin’s fuel
economy handicap compared to
the competition, sales grew year
upon year. In 1971, the car’s first
full year on the market, AMC sold
53,480 examples, but by 1974,
the total had climbed to 131,905.
The 1975 introduction of the
AMC Pacer caused production to
plummet, and AMC built just
45,848 Gremlins that year;
despite declining sales, the
Gremlin would remain a staple of
the AMC product line through the
1978 model year, when it was
replaced by the AMC Spirit.
Whether the AMC Gremlin was a
uniquely styled subcompact with
the spirit of a sporty car or a
uniquely styled sporty car with
the advantages of a subcompact
proved to be an irrelevant
debate. Instead, the Gremlin
proved that thinking outside the
box can occasionally lead to big
results, even for small (relatively
speaking) companies.

CHECK OUT THE 1972
PLYMOUTH ROAD RUNNER
GTX 440+6 CHRYSLER
SWORE NEVER EXISTED
Story & Photos by Arvid Svendsen
(hotrod.com)

“One well known Chrysler
legend denied that the car had
ever been built”
The Clean Air Act of 1970
probably helped us breathe
better, but it also killed the
muscle car momentum that had
been building for at least a
decade. Low-lead/no-lead fuel
mandates resulted in lowered
compression ratios, primitive
emissions
equipment,
and
decreased horsepower by 1972,
a downward spiral that only got
worse as the decade continued.
Yet
despite
repressive
government regulations, one
illegal, coyote-asphyxiating 1972
440+6 Road Runner flew over
the Mopar nest with a powerplant
worthy of its high-performance
heritage.
Russell Morgan of Washington,
North Carolina, is a serious
Mopar hunter. His first car was a
1971 Dodge Super Bee. He says,
“My family members were
Plymouth and Dodge people, and
that’s how I got into them. While I

was going through college in the
mid to late ’70s, I studied
Mopar’s. I memorized how to
read the serial numbers and
learned everything I could about
Mopar muscle cars. I loved it. I
had a jump on so many others
because
of
my
family’s
involvement with Mopar’s.”
“The cars were just sitting
around, ripe for the picking”
When Russell graduated college
in 1978, he got a job that entailed
driving 2,000 to 2,500 miles per
week. “In my travels I would find
these Mopar muscle cars that
people no longer wanted. My
buddy Randy Feagle and I would
spot these cars sitting around in
driveways
and
garages.
Remember, this was in the days
of the gas crisis. People stopped
driving gas guzzlers, bought
economy cars, and didn’t go
back. The cars were just sitting
around, ripe for the picking.”
Russell adds, “I never cheated
anyone. They didn’t have to take
what I offered them. But I was
buying cars 10 cents on the
dollar. I bought a 1970 Hemi
’Cuda in about 1981 for $480. It
was the poster child Hemi ’Cuda:
red, white vinyl top, Shaker hood,
elastomeric bumpers, four-speed
transmission, and a Dana rear.
$480!”

It was around this time when
Russell found our featured car.
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He says, “There was a big
salvage yard in Effingham, South
Carolina, that had a bunch of
junked muscle cars and muscle
car parts. The owner and I got
acquainted. He was a Ford guy,
but he loved all the old muscle
cars. He would let me look
around his yard and buy parts.
About 1983 or 1984, I saw this
red 1972 Road Runner GTX
sitting apart from the other
Junkers. It had an electric
sunroof, an Air Grabber hood, a
short-block was in the car, the
radiator was gone, and it had no
rotors. The car had the
RM23V2G code in the VIN. I
knew the V Code was a Six
Pack. I thought to myself, I didn’t
know they made a Six Pack in
1972.”
“Three 440+6 cars are known to
have been built for 1972”
Few did. It was in 1971 that
Plymouth offered the GTX as a
separate model for the last time.
It was also the last year for the
426 Hemi. For 1972, the GTX
would be an option package on a
Road Runner with a 440 motor.
Chrysler factory materials for the
1972 models printed in spring
1971 indicated that the factory
had planned to offer a 440 SixBarrel motor in the 1972 Road
Runner GTX and the Dodge
Charger. But for years, most
Mopar people had concluded that
a factory-built 440 Six-Barrel
Mopar was stillborn prior to any
1972 cars being offered to the
public.
As of this writing, three 440+6
cars are known to have been
built for 1972. One is this E5
Rallye Red Road Runner GTX,
another is an E5 Rallye Red
Charger Rallye, and the last is a
Top Banana Yellow Charger

Rallye. (Apparently in 1972, one
could own a E5 Rallye Red
Charger Rallye, with Rallye
wheels and a Rallye dash.) All
three were made in August 1971,
very early in the production run.
After the three known cars were
built, the 440+6 motors were
canceled for 1972 production.
For the rest of the model year,
the 440 four-barrel motor was the
top dog available in the Road
Runner GTX.

Looking back on that fateful day
in the salvage yard, Russell
recalls, “Always on the hunt for
cool parts, I asked the owner how
much he wanted for the Air
Grabber hood on that red 1972
Road Runner GTX sunroof car. I
bought the hood for $150. I took
the hood to a swap meet in
Charlotte, North Carolina. A man
came up to me and asked me
what car had that hood. I told him
it was a 1972 Six Pack Road
Runner GTX, and he said he had
been looking for that car for
years. He then asked me where
the car was, and I said, ‘I am not
going to tell you.'”
Russell immediately put the hood
back in his truck and headed to
the yard the next Monday. The
yard’s owner had a clean title for
the car and factory literature from
1972 that showed the Six Pack
motor offered in the Road Runner
GTX. The title confirmed the
RM23V2G in the VIN as an
authentic
two-door
hardtop
(RM23), 440+6 (V), 1972 model

(2) assembled at the St. Louis,
Missouri, plant (G).
What happened next might go
down as one of the great Mopar
buys of all time. “He sold me the
car with a clean title for $150,”
says Russell. “He knew exactly
what it was, but he knew I was a
Mopar guy and that I would
appreciate this car.”
Upon purchasing the car, Russell
began researching its history.
One well-known Chrysler legend
denied that the car had ever
been built. When that Chrysler
official was pressed, Russell was
essentially told that the car was
bogus. Undaunted, he continued
to search for answers.
As the car became more widely
known
among
his
Mopar
brethren, many attempted to buy
it from him. One phone call led to
the acquisition of a genuine set of
three
N.O.S.
1972
440+6
carburetors with tags and correct
date codes for the August 1971
build. Amazingly the carburetors
had originally been designated by
Chrysler for installation on the
1972 Six-Barrel motor. That
information strengthened the
case for the car’s legitimacy.

After further digging, another
well-known
Mopar
historian
admitted that the 440+6 motor
had been scheduled for 1972
models but was canceled early in
August 1971. Apparently, the
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engine did not meet emissions
standards
for
1972.
This
reputable source explained to
Russell that if Chrysler admitted
the existence of his 1972 V-Code
Road Runner GTX, it could result
in trouble from the EPA. Russell
was warned that if the wrong
people found out about the car,
someone might actually take it
away from him.

How the car ever made it into
public hands remains a mystery.
One theory is that the V-Code
Road Runner GTX was an
executive car that was built
despite the corporate edict for its
cancelation. Another suggests
that when the 440+6 was
canceled, someone simply sold
the car as a 1971 model. Others
speculate that the real reasons
for the death of the 1972 440+6
motor were sagging sales and
other financial concerns. The
cancelation to build the cars
simply arrived too late to the
factory, thus allowing a few VCode 1972 cars to be built and
sold. Regardless of how the car
came to the public, Russell had
established his Mopar as a realdeal factory creation.
On April 1, 1995, Russell sold the
car to Larry Dantonio of
Chicagoland, a 1972 Road
Runner aficionado. Larry says
that he always found it ironic that

he purchased a car that “never
existed” on April Fool’s Day. He
owned the car for a number of
years as part of a strong Mopar
collection of B-Bodies. His
accumulation of rare and N.O.S.
parts towards the restoration of
the Road Runner GTX played a
vital role in the car’s status today.
However, a decision to focus his
energies on drag racing with his
family led to the car’s sale.

The rare Road Runner GTX became a
part of the Brothers Collection and was
masterfully restored by Magnum Auto
Restoration in LaSalle, Illinois. At $150, it
might be considered one of the better
buys in muscle car history. As an
escaped bird from the oppression of
government regulators, it is undoubtedly
one of the great triumphs of muscle car
lore.

If you ordered a 440 engine in a 1972
Road Runner, you automatically received
the GTX emblems. Total 1972 production
of Plymouth Road Runners was 7,628
units. This particular car is rare not only
because of the oddball 440 Six-Barrel
motor but also because of the unusual
options like that factory electric sunroof.

The 1972 440 Six-Barrel motor was
largely a carryover from 1971. The engine
featured a 10.3:1 compression ratio, a
high-lift camshaft, Hemi valve springs and
dampers, hardened exhaust valve tips,
and specially selected and Magnafluxed
connecting rods.

The vacuum-operated Air Grabber door
opened up when the accelerator pedal
was mashed. Here is a look at the
beautifully restored and functioning
factory setup inside the hood.

The three Holley two-barrel carburetors
were discovered by Russell Morgan and
are absolutely correct for a 1972 440 SixBarrel motor. They were sourced from
Chrysler and feature numbers unique to
1972.
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HAUNTING IMAGES OF
CARS CAUGHT IN THE
CALIFORNIA WILDFIRES
The beautiful black interior
includes bucket seats, console,
Strato Vent ventilation, and full
Rallye gauges. The highly
desirable cassette recorder is
mounted on the console, with
microphone ready for dictation.
Joe Mannix would have loved
this car.

Story & Photos by Scott Maddern
(ArtOutOfAshes.org &
classicandsportscar.com)

Beauty born of tragedy

The 15×7 Rallye wheels are shod with
Goodyear Polyglas GT G60-15 tires.

In August, wildfires once again
ravaged California, reviving
painful memories for victims of
the devastation that hit the
region a year ago, when 44
were killed and more than
100,000 people were forced
from their homes.
There were automotive victims,
too, and Oakland Hills resident
Russell Hyzen saw the beauty
in the twisted, burnished metal
that remained, and realized
that they could hold the key to
supporting the people hit
hardest by the fires.

The chrome exhaust tips were optional.
The taillights and side marker lights were
revised for 1972.

With his Art Out of Ashes
project,
Hyzen
and
photographer Scott Maddern
set
out
to
capture
the
automotive remains left lying
around Sonoma County and
use these fabulous images to
raise money for victims of the
fires.

73-80 Chevrolet C/K pick-up
Pick-ups
feature
strongly
among the images, none more
memorable than this incredible
shot of a Chevy Flare side
truck whose bonnet and alloy
wheels have melted and
buckled in the heat of the fires.
The project was inspired by
Richard Misrach’s images of
the 1991 Oakland Hills fires,
and
the
not-for-profit
ArtOutOfAshes.org will raise
money for the victims through
sales of limited-edition prints
and a beautiful hardback
photobook containing 39 of
Maddern’s images.

34 Ford Five Window Coupe
Although the subjects range
from 1920s cars right up to the
modern-day Toyota Prius, it’s
vehicles such as this 1934
Ford Five Window Coupe that
are the most fascinating to
pore over.
Clearly once someone’s pride
and joy, the Ford sits in the
remains of its garage with the
intense heat of the wildfires
clear to see: its wheels have
been completely destroyed,
and the rocker box atop the
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engine has melted away,
revealing the inner workings of
the motor.

Even before this example was
removed from their number,
the little Morris was a relatively
rare sight in the USA, despite
its ubiquity on British roads,
with
fewer
than
60,000
exported
over
its
entire
production run.

Chevrolet Panel Truck appears
to have once been a tidy
example, which is perhaps why
it’s now being protected by a
carport. Could this super-cool
commercial be in line for
restoration?

1928 Chevrolet truck
Ably assisted by Russell
Hyzen, photographer Scott
Maddern blended the expertise
he has gained in both studio
and landscape photography to
capture
more
than
100
vehicles in the Santa Rosa
area over a six-day period.
This 1928 Chevrolet truck
looks like the perfect basis for
a ‘rat rod’, with its metalwork
wearing a perfect layer of
corrosion, yet look closely and
you’ll spot the molten tires and
the
missing
timberwork,
signals of its brush with the
advancing wildfires.

1956 Continental Mark II
1937 Chevrolet Coupe
The thick ash piled up around
this 1937 Chevrolet Coupe is
all that remains of the building
that once housed it, and the
sorry state of the car today
must be a source of great
distress to its enthusiast
owner.
Yet with the sun setting
behind, photographer Maddern
has managed to capture an
eerie beauty in this image, with
the red skies hinting at the
wildfires that wrought such
devastation on the landscape.

The Continental Mark II was
the most expensive car in
America when it was new, and
today an example in mint
condition is worth in excess of
$100,000, which makes the
loss of this rather magnificent
1956 car even more tragic.
Powered by a 6-litre V8 and
marketed as a ‘personal luxury
car’, the Continental was a
distinct product from the
Lincoln whose mechanicals it
shared,
and
was
Ford’s
flagship. Bearing in mind its
rarity, it would be great if this
magnificent machine could be
saved.

Morris Minor 1000
The
wildfires
that
swept
California in 2017 caused more
than $3billion in damage, and
that is easy to believe when
you see the devastation in
images such as this one of a
misshapen
Morris
Minor
saloons, its once-curvy shape
all but flattened as it sinks into
the surrounding ash.

1950 Chevrolet Panel Truck
Chevrolets
dominate
our
selection, a reflection of the
popularity of General Motors’
best-selling brand.
Look beyond the bubbling
layers of paint and the burntaway tires and this 1950

56-65 Jeep Forward Control
Just as the Land-Rover came
as
a
utilitarian
‘Forward
Control’
version,
giving
additional load space by
positioning the cab over the
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drivetrain, so was the car that
inspired it, the Willys Jeep.
Used as a basis for everything
from pick-ups to fire engines,
these
modern-looking
goanywhere vehicles were styled
by Brooks Stevens but sold in
relatively small numbers, with
just 30,000 finding homes over
a nine-year production run.

design. This pick-up appears
to have suffered less damage
in the fires than many of the
cars, with patches of its
original
paint
still
visible
around the nose, though sadly
the interior is a total loss.
1954 Willys M38A1 Jeep
The framing and composition
of this shot are testament to
photographer Scott Maddern’s
skills – it’s incredible to think
that he didn’t pick up his first
DSLR camera until 2009,
though he quickly developed
an expertise in studio and
landscape photography.

1963-1970 Volvo 1800S
Although American cars are –
unsurprisingly – the main focus
of the book, there are also a
few rare European models
whose motor houses were
caught up in the wildfires.
This lovely Volvo 1800S,
successor to the original ‘cow
horn bumper’ P1800, is sadly
beyond salvation with its
warped panels and melted
front grille. Made famous as
the steed of Roger Moore in
The Saint, the 1800 must rank
as the best-looking Volvo of all
time.

The Jeep was tough enough to
do battle in some of the world’s
toughest conflicts, yet even
this famously rugged machine
could do nothing against the
might of the wildfires.
A 1954 Willys M38A1, the Jeep
sits alongside the buckled
remains of its owner’s doublecab pick-up in the ashes of the
workshop that was once their
home, where you can also pick
out various tools such as a
compressor.

1962 Chevrolet Impala
Launched
in
1958,
the
Chevrolet Impala has at times
in its life been America’s bestselling car, in the days before
the
Japanese
came
to
dominate the US market.
This 1962 example is a
desirable
convertible,
and
looks to have been unlucky
enough to have been right at
the edge of the line of fire: the
rear
end
escaped almost
completely unscathed, and its
tires even still hold air, but the
front end is a complete writeoff.

1970 Cadillac

58 Chevrolet Apache pick-up

When the fires and smoke
eventually
cleared,
they
revealed a cemetery of a wide
range of vehicles across the
Sonoma Valley. This haunting
image of a 1970 Cadillac –
we’d love to be more specific
about the model, but there is
so little left that it’s hard to
identify – reveals how hollow
owners must have felt upon
returning to what was left of
their homes and garages.

Part of Chevrolet’s ‘Task
Force’ series, the handsome
Chevrolet Apache has become
an icon of 1950s American

“These vehicles represent the
loss felt by all those affected
by the fires,” says Hyzen.
“Each one shows how each
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individual’s
losses
are
different. We’ve captured the
souls of these vehicles.”

America’s favorite trucks – and
is now the best-selling vehicle
in the USA. This fourthgeneration example dates from
after
the
‘unibody’
was
dropped for the 1963 model
year, and features the more
conventional ‘Style side’ pickup bed.

65-66 Volkswagen Beetle
Is there anything more forlorn
than
a
down-at-heel
Volkswagen Bug? This poor
little mid-’60s example of the
German ‘people’s car’ that
America took to its heart
almost appears to be shedding
a tear as its headlight parts
company from the front wing
(or
fender
for
our
US
readers…).
Russell Hyzen ably assisted
photographer Scott Maddern
for these images, and his
careful lighting is shown to
particularly dramatic effect in
this arresting shot.

FOR SALE: 1970 Pontiac GTO.
Factory A/C. Only 53000 miles.
Original Florida Car with no rust
issues ever and only been
repainted Silver. Call or Text to
Craig 701-269-8150. Car is
located in Jamestown North
Dakota

1966 Chevy Chevelle Malibu
A real favorite among musclecar aficionados, the two-door
Chevrolet Chevelle Malibu is a
great-looking car and, by the
look of what remains of the
alloy wheels, this 1966 hadn’t
escaped the attentions of the
hot-rod fraternity.
Just like the Flare side pick-up
alongside,
the
Malibu
is
unlikely to turn a wheel again,
and was almost certainly one
of the many once-beautiful
classics to be hauled away and
crushed in a local yard.

WANTED:
Running 351 Cleveland engine or
rebuildable block. Warren 701202-8658
66DREAM needs a transplant! 21
summers 170,000 miles later:
looking for a good 390 to rebuild
and keep the DREAM alive . . .
Greg & Jackie, 701-400-GREG
or a66dream@gmail.com
Pair of early Dodge ('53-'57)
Hemi
valve
covers.
Greg,
Ph.701-838-7771,
rattrod39@outlook.com
55-59 short box Chevy/GMC
pickup. Drive train not needed,
body fair condition. Dan @ 701741-3706,
dgowan@crystalsugar.com.
Fargo

62-66 Ford F-Series pick-up
This incredible image, in which
photographer
Maddern
matches the dramatic sunset
behind to the coral pink of the
unscathed rear end of this halfburnt truck, is one of our
favorites in the series.
Ever since the model made its
debut in 1948, the F-Series
pick-up has been one of

CARS/TRUCKS FOR SALE:

Swap Shop ads are taken from James Valley
Street Machine members, NDSRA “Street
Talking” magazine, “Cars for Sale in
Jamestown” on Facebook.

1963-64 Chrysler 14-inch std.
steel wheel for spare, RH front
fender mounted radio antenna
and L and R front door key locks
(exterior), keys not required. Call
Jim @701-293-5335 (Fargo)
leave message and number
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1957-1972 Ford step side short
box. If you have a complete step
side short box that you would
part with, please call Scott at
218-684-1250 or 701-751-2899.
‘53 Olds left fender 88 or 98 will
work, complete. Green would be
a bonus! Dallas 701-436-6399
Cruise control vacuum servo
(350 engine) for a 1974 Monte
Carlo. Bill 701-720-7183
1959 Impala steering wheel.
(Good Condition) Horn ring also if
possible. Myron 701-367-9070
Running/good 392 Hemi and a
1957/58 Chrysler parts car. Mark
#767, 701-799-5090
‘68 Chevy C10 Short wheel base
pickup. Would prefer a project,
but will consider anything. Nate
701-471-3350
‘51 Cadillac 2 door project car.
Any condition will be considered.
Nate 701-471-3350
1966 or 1967 Ford Fairlane 2
door hard top in really good
condition.
E-mail
lg31811@yahoo.com Phone 218207-8150 Ask for Dennis.
FOR SALE:
Edelbrock
aluminum
intake
manifold with holey carb #1842
with chrome air cleaner. Carb
has vacuum secondaries. Intake
fits Olds 455. $100 Call Greg @
701-269-1841
67-72 F-100 short box chassis
$200. 68-70 F-100 doors, clean
$215/pair. 67-72 F-100 side &
rear glass $35 ea. Set of 4 Ford
14" rally wheels $125. 60' Ford
under dash A/C unit $150. Mike
701-520-4819
Tokheim Model 39T vintage gas
pump. 40's or 50's era, great
condition. $2995 ~ Sam 701-2203851

Edelbrock performer manifold for
small block Chevy. No EGR port.
Includes
rebuilt
Rochester
Quadra jet carb from early '70s
Chevy (pre-smog) Less than
1000 miles on rebuild. $125.00
Greg 701-838-7771
'35 ACRODS Chev 3W, chopped,
tubbed body, fenders, hood,
boards, grille/ shroud and engine/
trans package with Roadster
Shop/Heidts Super ride frame
package, includes most stuff to
complete, too much to list.
$28,000
invested...serious
inquiries only. NW MN. Randy
218-686-5611, call or text
1928 Model A and 1969 GS 400
Buick Convertible - Judy Dauer
701 252-6777 or cell 701-2690046
Steering, Tubular upper control
arms to add more caster to align
front end better with power
steering, upgraded fuse panel,
many spare parts included.
$22,000 ~ Fred at 701-793-8477
1994 Ltl 350 w/ 4L6OE trans and
computer. $900.00 firm. 701-3300158 Grand Forks
Original Windshields for sale - all
located in Grand Forks, Lyons
Auto Supply, (701) 775-5571 ~
Close out sale on now, Classic
50's, 60's windshields
'50 Chevy Belair. Crate 350/400
trans. Frenched headlights w/ '59
Cad. taillights. 4 whl disc brakes.
Runs great, drive anywhere.
$15,000. Will trade for hot rod
(ONLY) 701-330-0158. No Fords.
Speedway parts for '49-'54
Chevy.
TFS
weld-in
crossmember, tubular upper &
lower A frames, spindles disc
brake rotors, calipers, pads. All
still in boxes. Everything except
springs and steering rack.
$1,200.00 firm.

Enclosed car trailer. 20 ft. 701527-6393
Set of NOS 1933 ND license
plates in original envelope. 701527-6393
Car caddy in good condition.
701-527-6393
Floor model glass polisher. 701527-6393
1953 Chevy front fender R+L.
Really good condition. 701-5276393
1941 Olds Coupe, 350 HO/350,
3:08 gears, PS, disc brakes,
AC/heat, Recaro bucket seats
and much more, super driver,
appraised at 18K sell at 12K Gary (701)367-0976
AWD SRDET20 Nissan pulsar
engine with tranny and harness
and 1987 pulsar body, call Bruce
Rittel at 701-425-2663, or
viking1130@msn.com
1946
Int’l
custom
pickup.
Licensed ‘48’ but front clip and
everything else looks like a 46.
Was on the cover of NDSRA in
both Mar-Apr 2017 and July ‘Aug
2016. A lot of custom touches
and gets a lot of attention where
ever you go with it. Has been in
‘World of Wheels’ in Winnipeg
and took 2nd in truck class.
Some ‘Best of Shows’ in 300 plus
car shows. SERIOUS BUYERS
call 701-261-9071.
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